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- Section 1: 
ANALYSIS ~ CONTENTS 


The I-Chapter deals with the scope of the Study among other 
things a survey of the sources and also provides a brief 
amalysis of the political history of the ancient and Imperial 
Colas with a spot light reference to their contacts with 


Karnataka. 


The IT-Chapter deals elaborately with the administrative 
System and institutions and their functions, It refers in 
detail to the structure of the administration at the central, 


provincial and local level during the Cola times. 


The TIT-hapter is devoted to a study of the land system md 
Taxation policy. Adequate attention is paid to all the 
aspects of the topic such as the different agricultural ad 


rls SEED 


# taxes, land survey and settlement and the 


nature of local revenue administration 18 traced, 


The IV-Chapter contains a detailed study of the economic 
conditions prevailing under the Colas relating to agrees, 
Industries, Trade md Commerce, professions, Transport and 


communication, 


The different denomination of currency, weights and measures 


are dealt in the V-Chapter, 


The Evolutiqn and growth of social and religious institutions, 
society, education and social security measures are Jealt 


in VI-Chapter. 


Chapter=VII is devoted to examine the construction of? tanks, 
temples and other public works during the COla period in 


Karnataka. - _ 


b 


An attempt is made en the estimate s# the 01a rule in 
Karnataka, their contributions and its impact on the succeed= 


ing dynasties of Southern Karnataka, 
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Section,2: 

SCOPE: 

The primary object of the present study is to trace the 
structure of the Cola administration in Karnataka and its 
evolution during the period of their occupation (987 - 

1118) and its working. In the course of the study it is 
proposed to survey the administrative system, Socio-economic 
policy, Religious tolerance and promotion of education, 
building activities by the imperial Cola rulers in the 


region of Karnataka, 


The scope of the study covers the territories of the pre- 
sent political boundaries of southern Karnataka (i.e., 
districts of Kolar, Mysore, Bangalore and Tumkur) and also 
parts of Kurnool, Anantapur and Chittoor districts of 
Andhra Pradesh and Noxth Arcot, Salem, Dhamapuri and 
Coimbatore (North Kongu Country) districts of Tamilnadu 


which synchronised with the boundaries of the historical 


Karnataka- the regions which the Imperial Colas ruled. 
The information obtained from the multilingual region border- 


ing Karnataka has been used widely to elucidate the study. 


The study also takes note of the part played by the feudatory 
dynasties who ruled under the Colas and contributed to the 
growth of the empire and region. Ths type of study has not 
been carried out by the learned scholars t111 now though 


abundance of lithic records are available. 
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1, The bordering regions which formed parts of Karnataka are 
in historical times situated 1n a strategic position sand- 
wiched between the Kannada, Telugu and Tamil speaking areas 
and provide us copious material for the present study. The 
Western Gangas, Banas and Nolambas with their epicentre in 
the present confines of Karnataka, extended their sway over 
these border areas even pefore the penetration of Colas into 
the areas and as a consequence of which the Kann ada, popu- 
lation migrated and settled there. The Imperial 051as who 
dominated over these areas also 1ssued records in Tamil and 
Kannada, which provides us coplous material for the study. 
Hence for these reasons it has been found appropriate to 
inciude in the study some distrmocots of Andhra Pradesh and 
Tamilnadu which formed the parts of Karmataka during the Cola 
perzod - for a detailed study of these reelons refer | 
Sampath, M.D., Chittoor through the Ages, (unpublished 
Thesis), Karnatak University, Dharwar, 1975. 


The period of the study 900-1200 saw the decline of Buddhism 
and the impact of Saivism in Karmmataka under the great Colas. 
In the light of this study, it will be worthwhile to note the 
religzous tolerance of the Colas. It was also a period of 
intense temple construction which became the nucleus for 
divinity and cultural activities. Even the Social and 
Religious institutions continued to flourish apart from the 


promotion of axt and architecture and education. 


Section, 3: 


Sources of _ Information: 


The sources for the history of the Imperial Colas their 
government and administration in Karnataka may be broadly 
classified under four heads, wz., 

a) L1ithic Records 

b) Monuments 

©) Goins 


a) Literature 


a) Lithic Records: 


The 11thic records are by far the most important and authentic 
source for the history of the Colas in Karnataka. The 
inscription relating to them have been published un the 


volumes of the following publications: 


i) Epieraphia Carnatica, 
ii) Epiaraphia Indxoa, 
111) South Ind1an Inscriptions, 
iv) Mysore Archaeological Reports, 
v) Annual Repoxts of South Indian Epigraphy, 
v1) Trumala Tirupati Devasthanam Inscryptions and 


v1.) Kamatak Inscrxptions. 


It is proposed to examine below the historical s1iemifi- 
cance of some of the important inscriptions of the period 
which throw light on the administration, land revenue, 
currency, Weights and measures, Religion, Economy and 
‘Society and Building activity under Some of the Imperzal 
Cola rulers, The Cola inscriptions were issued mainly 

in Tamil and Sanskrit, Kannada records being rare. 

Besides, several bilingual epigraphs employing both 
Kannada and Tamil are in vogue during the period of 
2 


their occupation. In this connection, Prof. KAW. Sastry 


points out in his work "The Colas", as follows: 


"Such inscriptions are however, only proof at best the 


RS SS 


1, Dr. §S. Settar has made revised study of Mys. Arch. 
Reports and the following numbers have been published: 
IT, IT1 and TV. 


2. K.AN. Sastri., The Colas (2nd Edn.), Madras, 1935, p.9. 
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presence of some Tamil immigrants in non-Tamil regions which 


were brought for a time under Cola rule." 


The following are some of the inscriptions of the Cola rulers 


found in Karnataka, chronologically arranged: 


Vijayalaya (850 - 871): 
The Kidlur record! in Tamil dated 870 is fragmentary but 
bears ample evidence to the entry of the Colas in Kammataka 


for the first time, 


Parantaka-T (907 ~ 947): 

The Bairakur inseription” in Kannada dated 934, the earliest 
record of the Imperial Colas found in the Kolar district 1s 
-& memorial stone inscription for a person who died in a 


cow-raid and registers a land grant. 


Rajaraja-T (985 - 1013): 

(1) Kemnpanapura recozd) dated 991 in Kannada, the earliest 
inscription found in the Mysore region which refers to his 
title Cea NrSyana* and registers land grant for the 
promotion of education. 


AL. 


1, £c., IX, cp. 203, 

2. fc., Xx, Mb. 203. 

3, E£c., IV (R), Ch, 145. 

4, This is one of the few inscriptions mentioning the title, 


2) Koammarasandra inscription! in Kannada characters and 
language dated 997 refers to the rule of a feudatory of 
Rajaraja-I over Dalignivadi (Tadigaivedi) which is a clear 
proof that Bangalore district was brought under the control 


of the Colas by then. 


3) Malambi grant” an isolated record in Kannada dated 

1 00405 found in the Coorg (Malenadu) district, registers 
the subjugation of Rudagunadu and the subordination of the 
Kofigalvas. A Royal title was conferred on the general 


Panchavan Marayan on his victory at the battle of Panasoge. 


4) Kaliyuru insoription) in Kannada characters and language 
of the 001a general and Viceroy Apramneya dated 1006-07, 
recoxds a Jayastambha in commemoration of the general's 
victory over several Hoysala Chiefs and occupation of 


Kaliyur near Ta}akadd. 


\ 


5) Kolar insoription* (dated 1006) in Tamil registers the 


grant of a village to the cult goddess pidamyar, the famous 


ನು 
pe 


1. fc., I, Ht. N11. 
2 £c. ’ E ( ’ [er 46. 
3. F., V (2), 7.220, 
4. fc., Xx, KH. 106h. 
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family deity of the Colas. This record highlights the signi- 


ficance and influence of cult worship during the Cola occu- 


pation in Karnataka. 


6. Balamuri Record! in Kannada dated 1012-15 is the earliest 
inscription relating to Colas found so far in the Mandya 
aistrict. This inscription is also important as it enables 
us to fiz Rajaraja's date of accession to the throne (as 
petween 25th June and 25th July 985). It also refers to 
his general Panchavepmarayan who was in charge of some 
important mandalas (Bengimangalam) in Karnataka and regis- 

ters grants to the God of Balamuri by the mler and 
Jehajanas. 


7. HoAganur inscription? dated 1013 which is the last 
record of this great ruler found in Karnataka referring to 


a temple grant. 


1. Majarpatna inscription” in Tamil dated 1015 is the 
earliest relating to the ruler found in Karnataka so far. 
It mentions a grant for conducting festivals to the deity 
ArumolideviSvaram-udgaiya Mahadevar of Nigarili5olapuram. 


Arumolidevan is one of the title of RajyarM)a IT. 


ಗವಹಾಮಹಾ ಅ 


1, f£c., VI (R), Sr.78: 
2. £c., IX, cp. 42a, 
3. £c., IX, op. 135, 


po 
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1 of 1015-16 is an interesting record 


2. SuttUm inscription 
composed in Tamil and Kannada language though the Ssexipt is 
in Kannada, It is quite possible that during official draft- 
ing of any central or provincial matters the Colas adopted 
the two language formula i.6,, Kannada and Tamil It records 
the sales of land and also Some grants to Goddess Durgaiyar. 
It refers in particular to thé Nanadssis and brahnasettis 
(the Mercantile Associations) of Ayyapolal (Ayyavole) who 
were put as the guardians of the gift and as financiers to 
the society even during Cola times. The 1ocal Assembly 
(Sabha) is seen here in this record as actively engaged 


in business and other village transactions. 


3, Sulidenahalli inscription” in Tamil dated 1017 refers 


to Revenue and Taxation and their Administration. 


4. Belaturu Recozd) in Kannada of 1020 refers to the reno~= 
vation of a temple and consecration of linga by a chief 


and charity by feeding of a 1000 people. 


5. Hunasur record* also in Kannada dated 1020-21 seems to 
refer to the Valour showmby a dog on the death of 1ts 
master, Also refers to the King seizing gold from the dog 
aftar chasing it away which seems that its master was a 
traitor to the Kingdom. This stone record was erected in 


memory of the deceased, 


III (R), Nj. 213, 
5 


IIT (BR), He. 586. 
«° E£c., IV (R), Hs. 4&5, 
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6. Nandigunda inscription! in Kannada dated 1021 refers to 
the worship of sone deity and the peaceful rule of Rajendra 


Cola I over Ededore-nad {Yedatore). 


7. Kolar insoription” dated 1022 refers to the regulation 
of revenue matters and of their periodical entry in 


revenue registers (Variyilidu). 


fy 


3 


Ny, Nelamangala inscription” in Kannada dated 1029 is an 
inportant record from Bangalore district as it gives 


infornation about the Religious policy of the Cola rulers. 


4 


9, SuttUrm inscription” dated 1032 is interesting as it 


refers to the encouragement of Meio, 


10. Siddhanahalli inscription” dated 1041 in Kannada characters 
and language records that besides the recovery of cattle, 

the death of a lady in a cow-raid and erection of nemnorial 
stone for her. This is the only record found in Kamatale 

of the Cola period referring to a heroine's bravery ina 
skirmish. Tt also gives the name of Bangalore as Venkalur®. 
11. Tadimnalingi inscription! in Tamil dated 1045-44 is the 


last record available for the ruler and refers to land.“ 


p Re Wan ಳ್‌ 
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1. £e., III(R), Nj.201. 
2. Bo., X, Ki. 1128. ’ - 


3. Ec., IX, N1.1, Te , 
4, Bc., III{R), Ny. 215. i} ಎ 
5, Fc, IX, Ht. 1. ಗಾ 


6. According to K.G. Krishnan, it is the first reference 
to the name of the place, 
7. £c., V(R), TN. 239. 


Raiadhira)a-T (1012 ~ 1055): 12 
1. Talak2d record! 1n Tamil dated 1040-41 the earliest 

inscription of this ruler found in Karnataka is fregnentary 
and mentions padi-nad in Gangaikondasolavalanad in Mudigonda 


Solamandalam. 


2. Yeldur inscription? in Tamil dated 1050 refers to the 


temple treasury which served as a saving's bank. 


5 in Tamil which is undated 


3, Kempanapura inscription 
referring to the conversion of a village into an erivira- 
pattanam by the mercantile organisation, the {.sa3- 
ayirattaiSfurruvar of Ayvapolil. Also refers to the assis- 
tance rendered by these associations to the military caravans 


which accompanied them, 


4. Kolagala insoription* in Kannada dated 1053 in the 
8th regnal year is the last record referring to land- 


grants of this ruler, 


Rajendra Deva (1052 ~ 1062): 


1, Kolar inscription) dated 1052 1s the earliest record 


though fragmentary. 


1 


2. Hale Aur inscription’ dated 1058-59 refers to the 


active trade contacts with the neighbourhood, 


1. £c., VG), TN. 190. 

2. F6., Xx, M. 106a. 
fe., IV (R), Ch. 146. 

4. Fo.» TIT (RB), Ha. 52. 

5, fc.,X, Kl. 112. 

6. Fc., I (R), ch. 186. 
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3, Gujjappanahundi record! dated 1063 is the last insorip- 


tion of the wler which refers to a cattle-raid, 


Rajamahendra Deva (1062 - 1055): 
Hosahalli record? happens to be the only record of this 
ruler found ijn Kamataka dated 1063. 1% refers to land 


grant & to an individual from Jayahgondasolapuran. 


Virarajendra Deva 1 (1063 ~ 1066): 


1, Nelanangala inscription” in Kannada dated 1065 is the 
eaxliest record which refers to sone land grant to 


Munnadi-SdlLa-ganunda of sone unspecified place, 


2. The Mingahalli insoription* dated 1069-70 is the last 
razord of this ruler available in Karnataka which refers 


to a skirmish with the dacoits in Baya-nad. 


Kulottunga Cola 1 (1070-1120): 

1, The Kolar evant) in Tanil dated 1071] is the earliest 
and most important one belonging to this mler which gives 
a detailed account of all aspects relating to Socal, 


economic, cultural and political conditions of the period. 


2. Avani inseription® in Tanil dated 1072 refers to the 


military class and governnent's share in the crops grown. 


| 


CS 


III(R), Hg. 34. 
IX, Ht. 36. 

IX,, Nl. 24. 

III (R), Hg. 122. 
X, Kl. 108, 1064. 
X, Mb. 49a, 


[2 [3 [3 « 
[3 & [3 
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5, Agara grant in Tanil dated 1104 is an important royal 
cun local grant and 1% also confirms the earlier and grant 


made in a certain village. 


4, Sidlaghatta record” dated 1118 is the last one found 


referring to sone local fight. 


Vikrena C91a (1118 - 1135): 
1. Sugatur erant) dated 1120 in Tamil is the earliest record 


of this mler. It registers land grants and refers to 


constructions and Music, 


2. Dalasanur insoription* in Tanil dated 1127 is en interest- 


ing record as it refers to land reclanation. 


3, Dodda Nanjur inscription’? dated 1150 is the last one and 
fragnentary. It is significant to notice that the records 


of this ruler are restricted to Kolar district. 


Kulottunga C91a IIT (1178 ~ 1216): 


1. Avani record is the earliest inscription of this muler 


and it refers, to sone grant. 


i. Ee., IV), Yl. 98. 
2. fe., Xx, Sd. 30. 

3. Fc.,X,Sd.9. 

4. fC., Xx, Kl. 186. 

5. fc., Xx, Ot. 70. 

6. FG., XVII, Mb. 44b 
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2. Yedarur inscription is the last record which mentions the 


rule of mnandalikas and Taxation policy. 


PY 


1, The Kolaturu inscription” in Tamil dated 1260-61 1s the 
earliest one and refers toa royal grant. 
2. Talakad insoriptzon” dated 1260-61 1s the last record and 


fragmentary, 


It is evident from the several bilingual records 1ssued by the 
Imperial Colas that they followed an integrationist policy 11 
South India throughout their occupation in Karnataka. Every 
grant is more corroborative and informative, Some of the 
inscriptions found in Kolar dxstrict go to the extent of 
giving a detailed information about the land value and 1ts 
assessment, The consumers commodities and 1rrigational faoi- 
lities provided in every region. Their records are found 
mostly engraved on the walls of the temples running 2 feet 

1n length or more and 1 foot in breadth. The language and 
script of the Cola inscriptions varied with the time and 
place of the records. Most of them are in Tamil and Some in 
Kamada. Most of the inscriptions are in the nature of endow 
ments to individuals or public bodies and some of them relate 


to constructional activities, taxation, Socolety and culture, 


1. Boo, X, Mb. 125, 
2. Eo., V(R), TN.104. 
3. Boe, V(R), TN. 216. 


16 
b. Monuments: 
Next to the 11thic records monuments constitute the most 
important source of information for the history of the Colas 
as they are the contemperaneous materials relevant to the 
period of study, They enable a student of history to jyudge 
the building and artistic tastes of the ancient dynasties. 
There are innumerable temples artistically built by the 
Cola rulers, herostones and sati stones with elaborative 
panels sculptured around the distrmctsof Kolar, Mysore and 
Bangalore, though some of them are in ruins or in a 
dilapidated condition and some buried underground. To 
give Some instances of Cola constructions they are 


underlined below:- 


a) he Dine8vara temple, Alur, Chamaraynagar taluk, Mysore 


of the period of Rajendra Cola I; 


bp) the Kolaranma temple at Kolar built in the Dravidian 
style; 
c) the Dharne8vara temple at Kondarahalli, Hoskote taluk, 


Bangalore District 1n Dravidian style ass1iged to Cola 


Ma Mahendra ete. 


0c, Numismatic Evidence: 
The study of coxns has not produced substantial results in 


South India especially in relation to the Cola ule in 


po 


ಕ: ಸದಹಡಪರಳಲ ಉಲಿ ರಿಮುಬಿರ್‌ ಕ ಕಾದ ಕ ಮಗರತ ಎ 


1. £c., IV, Ch. 69. 
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Southern Farhitaka. Rajaraja's silver coins were found at 
KE&rtota in the North Kenaza® district which shows his poli- 
, tical expansion. The Imperial Colas issued coins in gold, 
silver and copper of which silver and copper are found 
scattered in different parts of the empire, Regarding the 
g014 coins (pon) it is confirmed by numerous epigrapkical 
evidences and it seems that it was rich in its gold content. 
It's quite natural to see their feudetories issuing the same 


type of coins in a slightly modified manner. 


The Colas used the tiger symbol in the centre on both sides 
of the coin, flanked by the crest of the subject powers, 
the Cera bow and the Pandyan fish with a legend mentioning 
the name of the xuler. Prof. KX.A.N. Sastrm remarkably says 
thus : 

“None of the known specimens of Cola coins have yet been 
identified with any of the coins mentioned in the contem- 


porary inscriptions." 


೫ 


me 


1, Refer MAR Reports, 1934, p.58 & 1945, p.19 for a study of 
Cola coins by MH. Krishna, It has to be noted t2at the 
Cola coins were modified and adopted by their feulatory 
Chiefs - K.AN. Sastry., The CSlas p. 618 ~ The author says 


that the gdavalam cvadyZna of the Kotgalva Chiefs is the 
modified form of a gadyana of the Cola coin, 


2. JNST., Vol. XXIV, pt. I & IT, (1962), p.183. 


Rn 
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Nt present, the coins as the source material for our study 

is of less 21mportance as they are {ew in number and they do 
not help us in studying the conditions of the Cola Soo1ety 

1n Southern Karnataka, sti11 we cannot rule it out completely 
as it formed the major unit for every dynastic exchequers 


and which 1s true in the case of Southern Karnataka also. 


4d.) Literary Sources: 

The reign of Imperzal Colas was one of the brightest periods 
of literary activity and particularly associated with reli- 
g1ous revival in South India, Namby nda Namb1 first set 

up the canonical works of South Indyan Saivism and he was 

its first hagiographer. His work was the basis for the 
elaborate Tiruttongarpuranan popularly known as pexiyapurananm 
of Sekkilar, a contemporary of Kulottunga Cola-II (1133-1145) 
A careful study of the neriyapuranam reveals that the 
emperors of Karnataka were much influenced by the Tamil Sava 
philosophies. A parellel can be seen 31n Harihara's (1160 - 
1245) Nambyyanna Ragele, a Kannada court poet of Hoysala 
Narasimha Ballala, composed twenty years later than Sekkilar's 
perzyapurénam and much of the religious and social condit1ons 
depicted 1n Kannada. literature was reflected earlier in the 


life of Tamil Country. 


Equally important is the Vaisnava canon, the "Tour thousand 


sacred hymns" (Malayratidvyaprabhandam), the Divyasur- 
carta and the Guruparamparai being the Vaisnava counterpart 
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of the Sava peryapuranam. Here again one sees the paral- 
lel movement in Kamataka, the Vaisnava saints, the Alvars 

in its religious development. These works through its 
traditions and beliefs, furnish, the essential characteristics 
of Sri Vaisnava movement both in Tamiinad and Karnataka and 
the historic role of Ramanuja ad other great figures in 1t. 


In spite of the late nature of these works they xecord 


faithfully the unforeseen incidents and circumstances of 


Cola times. 


The Tovaram and the TiruvaSagam of ManikkavaSagar which 
constitute the 8aiva canon for the Tazil Country formed the 
prelude for Basavedvara's Vachanas in the twelfth century. 
Though this saint was essentially associated with the 
devotees of Colas, Cera ad Pandya empire he expounded the 
basic religious philosophy of these Tamil‘ canons which had 


Re 
its apprcpriato influence on Basavesvara 1n due course. 


B1lhana's Vikranan kadeva carita of the 11th century a 
Kannada work belonging to the western chalukyan dynasty 
provides a complete description of the political rivalry 

be tween the Cdlas and chulukyas. It helps us in a way though 
it exaggerates the role of Kannada rulers, to reconstruct 


the political history of the times. 


The Kalingattupparany of Jayangondar who was the general of 
Kulottunga Cola-T, is a war poem showing the valour and 
strength of the xuler 1n hi8 great conquest of Kalinga Country. 


The acquisition of Kalinga and his exploits is also con- 
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fimed in the lithic records of Famitaka\. This poem also 
makes references to the social conditions of Southern 


Karnataka during the Cola occupation. 


The Muvar ula viz., Vkramacholan ula, Kulottunga cholan ula 
and R&)araya cholan ula by Ottakkuttan makes passing zede- 


references to the achievements of the Colas in Karnataka 


The Vira Soliyam was composed by Buddhamnitra who lived during 
the reign of Virarajyendra~T. The famous battle of Koppam 


ad Kidal Sangamam are mentioned in this well known Tamil 


grammer in a verse, 


BL 


Rajendra Cola-I, who brought many Saiva devotees from the 
Ganges and settled them in different paxts of his empire 
including Southern Kaxndtake.. Among them is one of his 
revered Guru Isdna Siva pandita, the Saivacharya of the 
Tanjore temple. This saint secms to have gone on pilgrimage 
tour to Kolar and Mysore district. Rajendra Cola-T built a 
temple in the name of his gum in Kolar and made grants to 
him. This work however speaks of the setting up the images 
of the 63 Saiva Nayanmars at the capital representing the 
religious fervour of the people. The tradition of honouring 


them seems to have taken its deep roots 1n Kamataka. 


CO 


1. fc.,X, Kl, 106d, 108. 
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The worship of the 63 saints became subsequently a tenet of 
the ViraSaiva faith in Karnataka as well and became popular 


over a half-century even before BasaveSvara. 


The story of Satyendra Cola which refers to Rajendra Co1a~T 
himself is found written in a variety of versions in Kannada. 
Tamil and Telugu. Shadakshara Deva in his Ragjashekaravilasa 
(1655) reviews this story which is not a f1ction. According 
to the story Satyendra Cola's son Ra) asékhara who went 
riding on the street, kicks the son of an 014d woman who dies 
later. As a result of this Satyendra Cola orders his son 
Rajyasckhara to be beheaded but Siva appears on the scene 

and as a reward of the King's peity and justice, he takes 
them all to his own place, This story 15s also told xn Tamil 
Yy- pillai Nayanar and in Kannada by Gubbiye. Mallanarya in 
his Bhavachinta Ratna (1513). Satyendra Cola is one of the 
Navacholas why is praised in the ViraSaiva work 
Navacolacaxitn, Similarly we get a Telugu version the 


, ೩ paca 4 K 
BrihadiSvara mahatmya and Colavamsacaryta in Sanksrit. 
9 - =“ 


The Rajasekhara Vilnsa has some historical importance for 
Rajyasdkhara is identified by C. Hayvadana Rao! as Rajadhi- 
raja-T but Aja nirajya-T (1018-1050) lived for many years 
after his father's (Rajendra Col2~1) death. Probably this 
Rajaselthara who is unidentified may be one of the sons of 


Rajendra Cola I. This chronicle 1s available in a Tamil 


ಎ ಸಳಗದಾ 2ರ ನರ್‌ತಾರ ರರ. ಹಮ ನ್‌ ಓಾರಾನಕ ಅರರ 


ಾ 


: 


1. Rao. CH., Mys. Gaz. Vol.IT, pt.II, Bangalore, 1930, 
pe 1050, 


೭ರ 


translation among the MacKenzie ISS and the KofigudeSa 
Rajakkal also in the same collection of manusoripts. The 


Kotgudsia Rayakkal which is looked upon as a conventional 


Tamil chronicle has been recently given much of historical 
importance. It gives us useful infomation about the acti- 
vities of the C01a Kings and the prevailing conditions in 
South Mysore, Dharmapurxi, Salem and Coimbatore districts 


which constituted the Kongu country. 


Though we lack epigraphical evidence for Aditya's T reign, 
we have the literary Source which proves the connection of 
Aditya with Southern Karnataka as Kofigude5a Rajakkal mentions 
that Aditya 1 captured the towm of Talakad in Mysore” 


ಮಾತರ ಅಳಿಲ. 


ನಭಾ: 


ಎ 


1, Kofieudsda Rajyakkel - MSS, p.13. The following are the 
opinions about this work; 


a) Lewis Rice(1879) :#*The utility of the Kofigudeda rajakkal 
is even greater than that of the inscriptions (Mysore 
and Coorg from Inscmption - Introductary Chapter)." 


b) Rev. WM. Taylor (1835): “KoAgudeSa Rajakkal - one of the 
best in the whole Mackenzie collection, being free from 
fable and supports by dates." 


0) ಸಂhಿಬರಶಿa Rajyakkal - published in “"MJIS, XIV, VII(P.17) 
1847). 


a) Prof. Dawsan: JRAS, (VIZ), (1846). 


2. WR (Taylor's Trans.), P.14. 
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There is also a later work Riitndracdlacarita| relating to 
Rajendra Cola I composed in Tanil by Mumadi Tammabhupa, a son 
of a prominent Sugatur Chief of Kolar district and other 
Sanskrit, Kannada and Telugu works were however written during 


the 16th - 17th centuries. 


Dhenavistu” (Treasure sites) a Kannada work written by am 
anonymous author refers to Some of the important towns like 
Colarajapura (most probably Talakad) and several other 


administrative divisions in Karnataka. 


The Mytakshara of Vijhane8vara, a contemporary of the 
Imperial Colas provides a very good Source material for 
studying the administration of justice and utilised 
indirectly to know the legal law and order prevalent in the 


Karnataka country. 


The Ménasollasa also called as Abhilashitaratachintaman i 

is the work of Seme8vara IIT, the western Chalukyan 
ler. It deals with polity, Judicial administration, amy 
organisation eto., which will be found much useful in the 


study of contemporary conditions during the Cola occupation 


1, £e., IX, Bn. (Introduction), 
2, WAR., 1929, p. 35. 
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I5kopakare! of Chavundaraya dated 1025 is another valuable 
work providing source material, though it was not written 
under the supervision of Colas. It deals with the everyday 


social life of the people of Karnataka. 


The Rjavlikathe” a late Kanarese historical manuscript of 
the Jains of the 19th century given us some information 
regarding the political relations between Karnataka and 


Tamilnadu during early medieval t1mes., 


The Kaifiyats of 18th century at the MSS Oriental Library 
Madras University gives us stray references during this 


period. 


4 


1. Sesha Iyengar, H, {£4.})., Lokopakaram of ChAvundarZya, 
Madras, 1950, P. XXTV., 


2. MAR., 1925, p12 
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Section,4: Historical Background 


a) Oriein and History of the Sangam Colas : 
Origin and Early History: 


The ancient Colas were the oldest royal Tamil rulers in 
South Indiaever'‘since their occupation of ancient Tamil 
Country. They are mentioned in the Mahabharata and puranic 


! (4th Century B.0.) 


literature as Tamil rulers. Katyayana 
the great gramarian refers to them as Codas and the earliest 


epigraphical references and undoubtedly historical, merbseo 
mem ened 
about these Colas is found,in the second and thirteenth 


rock edict of the Mauryan emperor ABoka?, It 18 quite 


possible that the early vestiges of these Colas g0 back to 
pre-Asokan period and it is correct as C.Hayavadana Rao 
remarks that “they might have come into existence between 


tne 3rd and 7th century B.C." 


1. Kielhorn (E4.)., Mahabhasya, II, 270. 

2, Smith, V.A., Asoka (2nd Fdn.), pp. 156 & 174; vide 
Hultzsch ~ Asoka inscriptions - Index S.V. Chola. 

3. Rao, CH., Mys. Gaz. Vol. IT (Historical), pt.II, 
Bangalore, 1930, p. 900, 


Edict No. XIII of ASoka refer to the Colas as independent 


rulers. 


The derivation of the term Cola is still a nystery and 
satisfactory definition has not been found. In Tamil it is 
referred as 91a or Sora; in Kannada as Co}8 and in Telugu 
as Cಂda. The general emblem adopted by the ancient Colas 
was the tiger crest which is substantiated by the numerous 
references in Tamil literature. The prominent political 
boundary and saviour to this Solar race i.6., the Colas 

was the Kavexry river which also helped as an overseas trade 
centre, cultural conglomeration and a territorial barrier 


for the enemies at all times in South India, 


Kaveri ppunpattinam was the early Cola capital but later 
due to severe floods they chose Uraiyur {a Suburb of Tiru- 
chirapalli in Tamilnadu) as their capital which became an 


important city. 


A literary revivalusherd during the early Christian era, 
In this comection, S§. Krishnaswani Aiyangar! points out 
thus: 

"After the advent of christ a grey-dawn period appears in 
South India between Christ and the rise of the pallavas is 


a high watermark of Tamil literature" ~ The scholar draws 


1, Krishnaswani Aiyangar, 8.,, Ancient Indya, Madras, 
1911, p. 91. 


the attention to the Augustus age of Tamil literature i.e,, 
the three Sangam period and their works. This age is con- 
sidered to be as the golden age in the history of acient 
Tamilnadu for it culturally integrated the people from all 
parts of the country to put down their intellectual scholar~ 
ships and thus preserve the edifice of the society for three 
to four centuries, until we find the Kalabharas entering 


South India destroying the civilisations till the rise of 


Kelichi pallavas and Vijayalaya line of the Colas. 


The Safigan Colas: 


The earliest reference to the Cola country is noticed by 

an anonymous overseas merchant in his source book periplus 
Haris Eryth. raei, He refers to 'Argaru' which seems to 

be Uraiyiir'. A century later ptolemey a greek geographer 
gives us interesting accounts of the ports and inland cities 


in the 001a country.” 


The Sangam works give us a long list of the genealogy and 


chronology of many Kings (i.e., Cola, Cera and pandyas) 


which is confusing unless it is analysed properly.) 


1. K.A.N.,Sastri. The Colas, p.22. 


2, See Chapter T, Sections 12, 13, 68 anda 9 in Mdrindle's 
Edin. of BX. VIT in Indian Antiquary, Vol. XIIT; Also refer 
Caldwell. , Comparitive Dravidian Grammer, pp. 92, ff. 


3. Refer Kanakasabhai, V,, The Tanjls eighteen hundred years 


ag, Madras, 1956, p.64 - Tor the genealogy of Sangan 
Colas. 
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Apart from this a number of chieftains are mentioned as 
either independent or subordinates under these great Kings. 
The Si1appadi raram give references to the victories over 


these, chieftains by the Sangam (F1as.! 


Some historians have made a passing reference to the in- 
vasion of the South by the Mauryas during this period”, 

But during ASoka's rule there was a stiff opposition by the 
Tamils to his Buddhist propaganda and to its expansion in 
South India. In due course ASoka could not succeed and the 
fact remains that there were no Buddhist centres in the 
Tamil country. During the time of the ancient 001as, 
Brahninism took its foremost seat in the soc1ety which 
became a great rival to Buddhism. The Sangam lit exature 
praise these Kings of having conquered the Himalayas and 


ousted the Aryans (Vadukars) - evidently an exaggeration. 


Karikala Cola: (Ust Cent. AD. - 2nd A.D.) 


Karikala C01a was one of the reputed Sahgam Kings and the 


son of UruvapahrSr). Literally Karikalan means "the man 


with the charred leg" (black leg) in memory of a fire 


accident in his early years. * 


1. Silappadikaram., XXVIT, 124-126; Pattinappalai., 275-84; 
patirrupattu, 44; Asam, 125; puram., 66. 

2. SK. Iyengar., Beginnings of South Indim History, Madras, 
1920, ‘pp. 60-68, ; 


3. Porunararruppadai., 1.130. 
4, Ibid.,, Verse 3, 


There are frequent allusions to this ler in the Bedirmr 
grant of the Ganga King Bhuvikarma dated 634 where he is 
described as the builder of tanks to the Kavexy (Karita- 
Kaveritira). The lithic records? of the Telugu 008೩s 0? 
12th century supports this fact. Even the Tiruvalangadu 
plates) assext that Karikala built the tow of Kahchi with 
g01d and it{s obvious from the Imperial Cola epigraphs that 
Katehi was in occupation of Karikala Cola. It is well known 
that Uraiyur near Tiruchirapalli was the capital of the 
amcient Colas wes founded by Karikala Cola and later Kaveri- 
ppunpattinam (identified with pinpuhar in Chidambaram) 
(South Arcot District) which attracted sea trade was made 


an important sea-port. 


The battles which Kankala Cola fought and won was against 
the Cra and pandya confedaracy at Veni (identified with 
Kovilvenni) near Tanjore mentioned in AhanSnuru*. He is also 
praised, in pattinapSlai’ of having defeated the tribes like 
Aruvalar Vadavar (Telugus), Karmadar (Kannadigas) and 


Pothuvar. More than this his policy of peace deserves 


1. M.AR., 1925, paras 135-136. 

2. HE.R., 1909, para 34, 

3. Jhb24., 1912, Appendix B. No. 269. 
4. Agam., 246; puram,, 66. 

5, PattinappSlai., lines 275-82. 
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notice and appreaiation. In spite of the conquests effected 
by Rarikila as narrated in the twin epics (Manimekhalai and 
Si1appadikaram) he wanted to possess conquered territories only 


for reputation and personal glory. 


[od 


In the early history of South India, the Cola empire reached 


its Zenith more -uiider Karik®la - than Rajaraja the Great. 


Nalangilli and Nedungilli: 

After the death of Karikala we notice a civil war between 

his two sons Nalangilli and Nedungilli at Kariyaru. Nedungalli 
18 said to nave ousted the Ceras and pandyas. During his 
regime the sea poxt Raveripunpattunan was destroyed by 
exoSion of the sea which may be approximately placed in 2nd 

or 3rd century AD. At this juncture Nedungi1li suffered 
defeat at the hands of the Ceras and later the pallavas. 


Kopperunc6lan, Perumark11li and Kochchenganan: 
Kopperundolan is frequently mentioned by the Bangam poets, 
always in war with his own Sons as shown by the poet, 
pullarrur Byirriyangr!. He was mling from Uraiyur as a 
native of ‘the Cola country and himself a poet”. His close 


association with some learned and renowned poets opened 


1. Puram., 213; Indian Antiquary, Vol. XWIIL, p.29. 
2. Author of Kurunthogai., Nos. 20, 53, 129 and 147, 


3 


a new chapter with the outbreak of classical Tamil litera- 
ture! this King Kopperuncolan can be placed after the 
unidentified 01a King Killivalavan?. Most of the poens in 
purananUiru record the respect given to this poet by the two 


great poets pisirantai and pithiyar 


The most probable last Cola King of the Sangam age was 
perunarki111 who was one of the most powertTul sovereigns 
and the only one among the Sangam Kings who performed the 
rajasguyayage (an indication of his numerous conquests) 

and it is on this occasion that we have CSraman Marivenko 
ad pandyan ugrape xuvaludi who were his friends of the neigh- 
bouring country attending the inauguration; the fact that 
Awvaiyar was also a guest is predicted by the scholar 
Renakasabhai? From this it seems tab the CFza and pandya 
Kings were subordinates to peXhaxki-7i amd the friendship 
which he cultivated with the neighbouring ruling hoses of 
ancient Tamilahanm, ws For his security and supremacy mong 
the other great etipires of Sowh India, In this rospect he 
can be considered greater than Karikala because of his 
Sound diplomatic relations, wars and conquest and his 


effective state administration. 


pa 


+. Parimelalagar (a commentator) on Fura. 785; and Naccikar- 
kkiniyar on Tolkenviyvan karpy., ©. 52. 

2. Maninckhalai XIX, 126; Purananuru 47. 

3. Puram., 215, 217, 230-22. 

4, Ibid., 367, 567; See also Zaakasabhai, V,, Tami 1800 


years ago, pe. 78. 


There is also another cola King who is referred by the name 
Kochchenganan is stated to have overthrown the Cora King. 
KanaixE1irumporad. He also won a battle at Kulumalam 
(Shiyali) though the names of his enemies are not ‘mentioned 


clearly. 


Thue during the late second century A.D. we find the power 
of the Sahgan Colas declining. It was a period of conti- 
nuous religious strife. The seat of power was being occu- 
pied by the early emerging pallavas all over South India 
ad the Colas were being reduced to the position of 


subordinates, 


b.) The Dark pemod: (3rd Century AD. - 9th Century A.D.) 


The period between the decline of the Satigan Colas and the 
rise of the Imperial Colas of Zahjore is a matter of investi- 
gation and proper comments cannot be made regarding this 
period at this stage, The reasons for 1% are two fold 

(1) the absence of inscriptions and (2) other contempodrary 
dynasties are silent about these Sangam Colas. During the 
late 2nd century A.D. and early 3rd century A.D. the Colas 
suffered defeat at the hands of the Coras and later the 
pallavas. But unfortunately we have a later v5 dence as 
told by the Chinese traveller Hiuen Ts1iang who visited 

the Cola country in A.D. 641, He writes thus: 

“The country of Chulya (Cola) is about 2400 or 2500 1. in 


circuit; the capital is about 10 1i around. It jis deserted 


$ 


1. Purananur, Kalavali, 40 & Periatirmmoli., 6. 


3d 
and wild, a succession of marshes and jungles. The popula- 
tion is very snall and troops of brig}ands go through the 
country openly. The climate is hot; the manners of the 
people dissolute and cruel. The disposition of men is 
naturally f1exrces they are attached to heretical teaching. 
The Sangharamas are ruined and dirty as well as the priests. 


There aro tens of Deva temples and many Nirgrontha neretios"! 


The Chinese brawollex, Hien 5Soriwho travelled throughout 
the country had personal experience and gives a clear des-~ 
cxiption but has missed to mention the name of the Kings, 
certain places except that he refers to some Buddhist 
monasteries: 

"At a little distance southeast of the city is a stupa by 
by ASokarija .... not far to the west of the city there is 


an 014 SanghErama. "? 


Most probably the Buddhist centres were built in the late 
3rd Century A.D. The Saigam literature and other later Tani 
works remain silent about Asoka's stupa which is 1n turn 
only said by this foreign traveller. It has to be noted 
that though the Safigam Colas became feudatories to the palla- 
vas they kept Uraiyur as their capital city. They maintained 


a precarious independence sandwiched between the pallavas 


1, 3eal,, Siyu-ki, II, PF. 227-228, 
2. hid. 
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on one side and pandyas on the other side. It also appears 


that some branch of this great power ruled Some parts of the 


ceded districts. 


After tho fall of the pallavas the political conditions in 
South India became chaotic and each line of feudazorxy 
families claimed independence. It must be instantly noted 
that the absence of records or nonunental edifices during 
this dark period was the mass-s0ale devastation o? South 
India and especially Tamil country by the Kalabharas who 
occupied it and it is regretable to note the absence of 


manuscripts even of the Kalabharas. 


The Deccan was divided into two portions, the Wwessermn part 
occupied by the Rashtrakutas of Manyakheta and the caster 
Chalukyas of Rajamundry. The pallava territory in South 


India was divided among, in their connected branches 1.6,, 


tho Gangas and the Ganga Banas (who ruled the westem part 


i.0., Mysore) and the east coast ruled by the pallavas them- 


selves, The pallava power faced a great bloy and a coup- 
de-=grace by the founder of the Rashtrakuta Kingdom.” But 
at the same tine as they were facing opposition by the 
Gurjaras of the north they could not concentrate %0 expand 


their Kingdom towards the pallava territory. 


1, Epieraphist Report., 1906, Section. 5. 


2, BG., Vol. J, pt. Il, pp 389-90; periyatirumolz., 
IIT, VIIT, 10. ¥ 


Y 
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? and his son Krishna-TIT” 


Finally the period of Govinda-IV 
gave rise to the Ganga usurper pexumanadi Butuga. Meanwhile 
the Pandyas under Varaguna Varma’ (862-863) invaded the 

Cola country but was defeated by Aparajyita pallavan aided 
by the western Ganga King Prithivipati~-T in the battle of 


Sripurambiya, identified with Truppurambiyan near 


Kumbakonam in the Tanjore strict. * 


c.) The Imperial Colas: 


The occupation of Tanjore by Vijayalaya Cola, the founder 
sometime in 850 and the constmction of a temple over there 
marks the initial step in the mse of the Imperial Colas to 
power in South India. Iater his son Aditya-I took the 
opportunity of pallava-pandya conflict at Sripurambzyun and 
defeated the Pallava King Aprajita and consolidated his 


territories.” 


plates, Thus the Colas slowly carved out an empire for 


which is confirmed by the Truvalangadu 


themselves, a second time at Tanjore under able and powerful 


monarchs. The Cola 2wlers from Vijyayalaya to Rajaraja-I 


can be regarded as the builders of this great empire. ! 


1 » Vol.l, pt. IL, P. 417. 

2 °» Vol. TIT, 284-285. 

3 Re, 1906, pt. IT, 66 Table, 

4. 5.l.l., IT, 381; MER, 1906, yt. Il, para 9. 
5 

6 

7 


°» IX, 88; HLER., 1906, pt. IT, para 10 & 10, 
S.l.T., Vol. VII, No. 205, 
Aiyangar, S.K., Ancient India, Madras, 1911], p. 98. 
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Parantaka-T (907-955) succeeded his father Aditya-T and he is 
oxedited with having conquered Ceylon but he suffered a 


crushing defeat at the hands of the Rashtrakuta King Krishna 


III at Takkolam near Arakonam, wherein his son Rajaditya was 
killed. Parantaka's country {North Arcot districts and 


adjonning areas) was invaded by the Rashtrakutas and he was 


was forced to fall back on Tanjore and Tiruchirapalli 
districts. But Aaitya-II later regained all the lost terri- 
tories as Krishna-TII was forced to concentrate his attention 


in the north. 


The period between Parantaka-T and Rajyaraja-T was not marked 
with activity and the rulers confined themselves to the home 
country until finally Rajarajya-T (985-1014) ascended the 
throne in 985. Meanwhile the Raghtrakutas were overthrown 
in 972 and the western Chalukyas of Kalyani took their 
place. The C51as and Chalukyas were quarrelling for another 
three generations for the hegemony of peninsular India, 
Rajaraja-I conquered Southern Karnatoka by 977 and the 
occupation of the northem districts of Karnitaka! i.e., 
North Kanara, Raichur and Bijapur districts, was for a short 
period. This is confirmed by the Hottur recozd” of Satya- 
braya dated 1007-008 which states that the Cola King 


1, The insoriptionsof Westem Chalukyas speak of the Colas 
as having destroyed the templeS, killed nany, set fire 
and exploited women. 


2. B@., Vol.l, pt. Il, 433. 
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devastated the country. He also annexed the Pandya, 


Kerala, Andhra Kingdoms and finally Maldive islands. 


Rajendra-I (1012-1044) continued his struggle with the 

wes tern Chalukyas and also annexed trans-oceanic terxri- 
tories of Sumatra, Java, Malayan peninsula and other neigh-~ 
bouring lands, He also captured Orissa, West Bengal crossed 
the Ganges and brought the water from this sacred river and 
let into the Cholagangan, the large irrigation tank exca- 
vated near the new capital Gangaikondacholapuram founded by 
himself. During his 11fe span of 32 years he was busy in 
extending the power and prestige of the Cola empire over 


South India, 


Rajendre-I was succeeded by his son Rajadhirajya-T (104- 
1052) who subjugated the pandya and Kerala rulers who were 
in association with the ler of Ceylon Vikkanabahu, He ise 
said to have performed the ASvanedha sacrifice. During the 
struggle with the western Chalukyas he lost his life in the 
battle of Koppamn (1052-54) on the Tungabhadra river. 


Rajendra-IT (1052-64) continued the struggle with the western 
Chalukyan King Ahavamalla who finally claimed victory. He 
also invaded the Ceylon country when the Cola territories 


was facing a famine in 1055. 
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Vira Rajendra (1064-70) brother of Rajendra-II net the 
Chalukyes at Hudal-Songomam and devasted thc Chalukyan country. 
He overrmn Vengi Kingdon, Kalinga ond Catkragotta and 
supprcossed the pandya and Kerala vulers. Finally he osta- 
plished diplomatic relations with the western Chaluryan 
emperor Vikrenadityc by g1vinz his doughter in norringe to 
hin. Adhirajyendra who succeeded Vira Rayendra 1n 1069 died 
the noxt ycar i.c., 1070. He had an uneventful reign when 
the Cola ompire was thrown into 2 stote of onarchy until 
finally Kulottuhgo Colo~T (1070-1120) of the ccsteom 
Chalukyan family succeeded the throne «8 « savour of the 
Cola omnpirc. He strengthened the empire firstly by putting 
dow the revolt of the pandyas and Kerala Kings, capturcd 
Zalinga twice. The province of Vengi cauc under his control 
which was formerly under tho Western Chslukyas. By about 
1116 Vishnuvardhana, the Hoysala ruler captured Gongavn2di 
and Molambavadi and drove the Colas out of Southern 


Koernatalka. 


Vikrana Cola (1120-1135) restored the Cole mower in Venzi 
end, rule in Karnataka was restrictod to Kolar district. 

He was succeeded by his son Kulottungo-II (1135-1150) who 
patronised a number of Doets including his court poet and 
minister Seldrilar and the King was succceded by his son Raja 
rajya-TT (1150-1173). During his eriod the Hoysalos 


expanded thoir Kingdon further sth. They sowed the Cola 
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Wingdon which was facing a civil war. The later Cola rulers 
were weak wholly Supvorted by the Hoysalas. By 1243 the 
vast Cola empire fell and came to be divided among the 


Fokatiyas, Hoysalas and pandyas. 
4d.) Contacts with Karnataks: 


The Safigam Colas seem to have occupied parts of Southern 
Kammataka and Andhra Pradesh. We get frequent references in 
the Tamil Classics, regarding the Vefigadan region, Kudagunadu 
etc. Tolkppiyam refers to Vedukars (Telugu speaking people 
and Vefigadam (which covers paxts of Kolar, Chittoor, Kurnool, 


Anantapur, Tirupati and parts of North Arcot districts) as 


the noxthern boundary for the Tanil speaking people. The 
northern parts of Tamilakam in the Safigan age are spoken of 
as an are where the language changes (moli-peyar-dSyan).” 
Its quite poss1ble that the areas north west of Tamil country 
was bilingually inhabited and the Colas had some contacts 
though we lack evidences, Chieftains 11ke pittan korxzan of 
the Kuthiraimalal region, Adigoman Wedunan “nj. (a Cola 
feudatory and relation) of Tagadur, Palayan tlaran of ilodurai, 


the war like tribes were the subordinates of the SoA gam 


Colas O£ these Chieftains Adygoman and his son pohuttelin 


1. Lolkappiyam, sutras 1. 


2. Jhananuru., 295. 


“eo ೮೦ 


(0 
were the patrons of avvaiyar (poetess) who sings of him 
thus: "one of whose ancestors is said to have brought sugar- 
cane from the heavens." Their territories were in the 
modern Mysore districts of Sarnatako and Salen distrists of 
which their capital was at Zagadie' which is identif1ed 
with Dharmapuri in the Salen district. It 18 correct as 
Dr.S. Krishneswany Iyengar mentions that Tagadur which was 
of historical importance in the Mysore district near 
Nan jangud? must have been part of the Saigom Cla territory. 
We are also aware of the Cola General and Viceroy 2aned 
Aadiyanan under Rajyara3a Colan of the. same place and who was 


overthrown in 1117 by the Hoysalos. 


the Vadugars (Telugus or sometimes called as northernezs) 
once again referred to as having been routed near t2e north 
west reg1lon of Tamil Country by a Cole ಸಗ a ho ME 

SSLarperumagan and Ilamperunchenn1 which is not 21ear. 
Again the puranas mentions a Tondainan Chief who belonged 
to the Cola f{omily as having been associated with te 
Tondaimandalan regions or Tondai-nadu 1.6., Kolar, Jhittoor, 
Tirupati, North Arcot and Bangalore distxicts eto, 


gro were 


1. Ur. Kanakasabhai Pillai identifies Tagodur with Dharma 
puri, Salem District, vide, B.T., Vol. VI, No.34 
and XXII, pp. 66 and 143. 


2. Aiyangar S.K., Ancient India,llodras, 1911, P. 333. 


3. Ahananum., 375. 


aa se 
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The Tulunadu or Mangalore for the first time is found men- 
tioned in the Sagem literature which 1s the earliest availl- 
able source but the Tulu country was occupied by the Ceras 
and not the Colas. But the earliest reference is to one 
Mannan who is spoken of having come from gold producing 
country i.6., Konkana and that they were Kadamba Kings and 


their country lay near Banavosi (Morth Kanara astrict). 


From these references 11% is clear that the Salgen Colas 

had political and cultural contacts with both Kannada and 
Telugu speaking areas and they protected these people against 
the noxtherners. Regarding the contacts from the period of 
the fall of Sangam Colas and the rz15e of the Imperial Co1as 
it is st111 in obscurity. We have to assess that 1% was a 
period of politico-religious conflict throughout South India 
with the final emergence of Some dynasties in varlous part 


of South Indian. 


During the pallava conquest the Imperial Cola Adtya-T was 
helped by 2 Kexala Xing Sthanu Ravi who are referred to 1a 
an insoription” at Tlloisthanoan and having conferred certain 


honours on one Vikkl) Annan who was a Cheftain of Kodumnbalur 


ಲಮ: 


ದ ಭಂಡರ ಅಕ ಅ ರಾಕಾ 


1. Sesha Iyer, K.G., ChSra Xin-dom of the Sofigamn period, 
1936, pp.11, 12 & 19; J,A., Vol.LIV, pp. 37-38; Aiyangar, 
S.K., Some contribution of South India to Indian Culture 
University of Culcutta, 1923, pp. 323; Also refer Gurur2ja 
Bhat, P., STHC, Manipal, 1975, pp. 6-7. 

2. BLE.R., 1911, para 3; Rao, C.H., Hys., Gaz. Vol. IT, pt.Il, 
Bangalore, 1950, P. 908. 
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in Tiruchirapalli district and a feudatory of the ola King 


married 0 Kadamba princess called Kodanbamadevi. 


The daughter of $1. Kantha the 0612 ruler of the pottapi 
line was married to the Pandya King 8x} Ira Sm. Vallobho 
Was naned Aggelanmmati which is a Kannada fom n31 nmoati 
Was exclusively used 1n Rornatoka where we find the dcughter 
of Roshtrakuta King Amoghevarsha IIT hd the nome R2evaknnim- 
mati. Tt is certain that the daughter of Sr Santha had 
relations with Kamatako cnd particularly with the Kodombnes., 
Dr. TV. Hohalingom! suggests that Vikkionnon, the Lndonbe 
Chief on whon ws conferred the hereditary title Sombiynn 


FANS ba 
Pomi level was related to Sz. Koantha 2s his brother-in-law. 


Sr Kantha who is also mentioned in the Anbil plates” of 
Sundara Cola as the ruler of the pottapi line ws avidently 
a great ruler. Even Wjnyaloayz, the founder 1s asvertrined 
to have belonged to the pottappi line which 1s surnised 


3 


from on Tani] inscription” from Kudalur in the Bangalore 


1. Linhclingan, T.V., Readings in South Indian History (34.) 
by §,P. Gupta & K.5,. Romochandron, Delhi, 1977, P. 69. 


2. E.1., Vol. XV, P.60, V.15. 


3. iLA.R., 1909, P,17, para 68; SubrVhaanyan, TN. SIT, 
Vol. III, pt. 1, Historical Survey, P. LXT. 
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district which mentions that *he had long arms and sword worthy of 
(2) pattiniipparanadan and resided in the o1ty of Kudal but it 

Zs ascribed by R. Narasimhachar to Vijyayalaya of Thanjavur. 

TV, Mahalingam reads the epithet pattinappara-nadan ascribed 

to Vigayalaya as pottapinddan nd it 1s evident that Sri 

Kantha is the predecessor of Vijyayalaya. Thus from the above 
mentioned desc’ “pt1on of the matrimonial relations between 

the Kadambas and Colas 1t has to be noted that this is first 
instance of the contacts between Kamataka and the Imperial 


Colas. 


Parantaka-T who succeeded Aditya-T is credited to have over~= 
thrown the ನಿಮ್ದಿಡತ and conferred their sovereignity 0೧0 the 
western Ganga prince prithyipati ‘called as Banadhiraya 

and Hastimalla in about 921. Thus this 1s the first great 
-event- which brought the Imperzal Colas into contact with 
Mysore, Parantaka's dominion seems to have extended into 
the Kolar district of Karnataka which is supported by an 
inseription dated in his 29th regnal year found at Bairakur 


whi ch records a grant to a hero who died in a battle”. 


ಟಟ ಆತ ಇುಹಭಾದಿಂರಬದ ನರ್ತನದ NE 


1, Mahalin, ಔಯ TV, Readings in South Indian history, Delh 
1977, Pp ha 


2, prithvipatl IT seems to have been first the subordinate 
of the Cola, King Parantaka and Tater the Raghtrakuta 
King Krishid IIT ~ He is mentioned in the Tatanakallu 
lithic record dated 918 - ME.R., 1925, No.86, p.75 and 
in the Sdlopuram inscription Tn aca dLsdricly - 
ily erly -° 131, TO J 


4 4 


His 29th regnal year corresponds to 935-36. The record als® 
mentions the village parantakapura and its location is placed 
on the road to Kongu-nad. Hence based on the epigraph and 
many others we can assert that parantaka occupied the Kolar, 
Mysore and Bangalore districts though not permanently. Among 
the feudatories of paramtaka T in Karnataka were Jnedkaded 
iolamba Tri bhuvanadhira and the Ganga King prithvipati II 
identical with Nulamba (Nolamba) and Vira Cola of an inscvip- 


tion at Palankoil (Worth Arcot district). 


Parantaka's attempt to occupy Southern Karnataka (as Rajarajya 
did in 997) was in vain, who finally lost his son Rajaditya 
killed by Butuga in the battle of Takkolam near Arakonam 

an ally of Rashtrakuta King Krishna IIT. During this cxsis 
the Imperial Colas lost most of their northern territories 

to these alien rulers, until Aditya IT regained all the lost 
territories as Krishna IIT was engaged in his northern most 


part of his empire. 


The Udayendiram plates” of Parantaka records the grant of 
revenue of a field at the base of the Sholinghur hill for the 
purpose of maintaining a tank near 1%. The inscription also 


records that the tank bore the name Cola Varidhi 1.e., "the 


1. B81., Vol. IV, 82 & 223; H.E.R., 1925, Appendix B, Nos. 
361 & 362. 
2. SIT., Il, No.76. 
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a0la Ocean" named after him and the execution of this grant 
was left to his feudatory prithvipati II surnamed Hastinalla 


on whom was conferred the title of ‘Vira Cola' by Parantaké-T. 


The period between Parantaka-T and Rayaraja-T was not marked 
by activity and the rulers confined themselves to their 
home country until finally Rajaraja-I stepped into Farnataka 
in 997. Meanwhile in the north the Rosht rakutas were ousted 
in 972 and their place was being occupied by the westem 


Chalukyas of Kalyani. 


Henceforward the Cola Chalukya conflict continued for three 
generations for the mastery over South India, Finally in 

997 Rajarajya conquered Gangappadi, Julambappad1 , Padi gai ppad2 
and Kudamalai ಗನಿ! which constitutes the nucleus of the 

Mys ore dominions. His records also clam to have conquered 


the Rattappadi 72 1akh country (Bijapur and Raichur districts). 


By 1005 Rajyaraya's conquest came to a close and‘he had 
settled the Cola boundary from the northern ond north 
western side 1.e., Yedatore-nad 2000 in the west to the 
Tungabhadra and Kollippakkai on the Banavase frontier in 

the north west along the line of division between the Malnad 


and Heidan districts of Mysore.” 


1. L.A., XXX, 109, 
2. Aiyangar, S.K., Ancient India, Madras, 1911, P. 105, 
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H1s son Rajendra Cola-I retained his father's dominions 
amd his supremacy over Bangalore, Mysore and Kolar districts 


can be seen from his numerous bilingual lithic records. 


After the death of Rijyendra-I, Rajyadhirajoa ruled from 1042 
to 1053, when he finally died in the great battle of 

Koppam but the western Chalukyan power remained unbroken. 
But Rajendra Deva the younger brother of Rajyadhiraja carried 
on the war of Koppamn whercin he brought f-xtunes to the 

Cola Kingdom and he is credited with having erected a pillar 
of victory at Kollapuran” (Kolhapur). It can be well judged 
that the powerful Cola army under Rajendra IT penetrated 
deep into the north-east part of Komatoka 1.6., the modern 
Kopbal or Koppal on the Hive-halla (great river) near Maski 
in the Raichur district and this 158 the most probable site 
of the great battle of Koppam). Where the westem Chalukyan 


4 and 


monarch Jayosimha was defeated. The Knlingattupparani 
3 

the Vikrama Solanul” mae reference to this great battle 

of Koppam and the celebration of Rajyendra's IT coronation 


in the battlefield. 


i, Bl., XV, P. 86n. 6; pp. 87, 97; Fleet., DEDBP, P. 441. 
2. AR.E., 87 of 1895. 

3. BA8., No.5, pp. 1-5. 

4. Kalincattupparani., VIII, 27. 


[7 pe 


5, VYikrama Sdlanula., 11.38-40. 
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Another important turning point in the Cole-Chalukya politi- 
cal rivalry in South India is during the veign of Vira 
RRyendra-1. The battle of Kudal Seigam which was commenced 
by RSjamahcndra, son of Rajendra-II was continued by Vira 
RRjSndra-I where Somssvara-I unable to fight the Colas 
drowned himself in the Tungabhadra. After this grent battlc 
the western Chalukyon prince Vikronaditya attempted compro- 
mise with Wrarayendra and in tum the Co1n King offered his 
daughter in marriage to Vikramaditya. But the death of 
Visercjendra brought about a confusion to the 001೭ throne. 
When his inmedizte successor Adhirajondra dicd one year after 
his death (1069) ~nd the Cola empire was thrown into a state 
of oemazvohys the temporry cessation of cultural ties between 
the Tamil country and Kaxnatokr for a shoxt period, util 
finally Kulottuigo Cola-I of the eastern ChALulcyan fomily 

ond relntion’of the Cola fomily in 1070 emerged as ೧ saviour 
for the Kingdom, He is snid ‘to hove defeated Vikranodityo 

in about 1074-75, whereby he maintained his ancestornl terri- 


tories in Kexmnatokc. Loter on after this conflict we notice 


° 


1, VikramSnkadeva Corita., V. 28, VI. 3. 


1 
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2 Long period of peace between the Colas and Chalukyas pro- 
bably owing to sound political relations between these two 
great empires of South Indic Records pertaining to Kulot- 
tufiga Co1a-1 found in RoxnAtoko shows vividly his conquests! 
and by the 49th and 50th regnal years? he clnims himself as 

2 universal emperor in Southern Karnataka. From the above 
mentioned study it is clecx thot the Imperial Colas struggled 
hard to maintain their territories in Karnatakn for a period 
‘of over a century and their contacts with Koxnatako both 


politically and culturally remained strong and fruitful. 


e.) Decline of the 0012 Hegemony in KomAtoko: 
The conditions in Kavn8taka during the 0010 rule were rather 


critical as the natives and hill-chiefs formed a confedaracy 
to oust them form their native land, The earliest reference 
to this is the confedoracy of the Hoysnla Chiefs against the 
061a Viceroy Aprameya who was defeated in the battle of 
Kaliyuru’. But towards the close of Kulottufign's reign (i.e,, 


during his 46th regnal year,1116) the reverse cffects came 


to be felt in the Mysore province and the local chiefs emerged 


powerfully under the Hoysalos of the hill country (Hlepas) 
Surrounding the djstricts of Hassan, Belur, Sravonabelagolna 


and Mysore who had attained strength by their guerilla mode 


1°, Bc.,, IX, op. 77. 
2. Ibid,, Kn. 12. 
3, Bc., VG), TN. 220, 


py 
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of warfare until finally Vishnuvardhana, the establisher 

of the Hoysala Kingdom, ousted the imperial Colas gradually 
from the Mysore country. Talakdid the 01d Ganga copital and 
later the imperial headquarters of the Coics in arnatak 
was once again occupied by the Hoysalas in 1116. The ins-~ 
oriptions! of the Hoysala ruler speak of tho defeat of the 
001 General Adiyaman. After the flight of the Tigulas (i.e. 
Tamil Co1as) from Tolakad in the Mysore dominions, their 
boundary was confined to the noxth east of the Kolar district 
amd from this time onwards we find inscriptions of Vilkmxano 
Cola down to the 12th year of his reign? in the disvrict. 
The exact date of the effective expulsion of the C೦2೧8 

from major part of Southemm Kornatoko con be probably fixed 
in 1146, (though they continued to rule over Some azecs till 
the period of Vikrona 001a.) as we find Vishnuvardhana 


assuming the title of Talakcdugondn in on inscription dated 


1. £c., IT, SB. 45; Ib1d., V, Bl. 58. 
2, Be,, X, ct. 10. 


810 


§ 1038 (1116) cyclic year Durmukhi nd in the seme year 
mling Koll (Koln)! and the whole of Gongavadi upto the 


A 2 
Kongu country. 


The Hoysalas not only expelled the Colas though subsequently 
they shared the responsibilitics with the latter in rescuing 
them from disintegration of their vost empire ia the furthor 
south. The prestige issue d1d not come in the way of the 
nagnanimous nature of the Karnataka vulers who tool up the 


couse of the Colas in the latter's hone country. 


1. The reference to the Kolar area seens_to be inaccurate 
because the inscriptions of Vikramnao Colz continued to be 
noticed cven during the subsequent yeas, 


2. Ze., IIT, Yd.6; Ibid., IV, Ch. 38. 


SECOND CHAPTER 


- 


CHAPTER -TI ‘81 
ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM 


1, Administrative Divisions: 


The extensive Cola empire in South India maintained a uni- 
form system of administration with modificatioms tc suit 
the particular territories over which they govemed, to 
which Kamataka was no exception. The administrative 
machinery in Southern Karnataka was organised well and 
systematised by the Colas. Soon after the conquest of 
Mysore and Bangalore districts and victory of Rajaraya-l 
over the Gangas in 1001 the territories were properly 


Un 
classified and admini strativep, divided as follows: 


Mandalams 

4 

[| 

|] 

$ 

Valanadus 

1 

[3 

? 

? 

Nadus 

[3 

y 

[4 

} 
ಕದ ಬರ್ಭ್ಛಾ ವಾರಸು EFS ASM TNE RT POS SSSI 
‘ [i [3 ‘ 
kl |] 1 1 [1 
1 ‘ 4 1 1 
1 | ‘ ' + 

Ur Chaturvedi Gramas Puras Kottans 
* ** 
Mangalams or 
Agraharas 


From the above mentioned diagrammatic classification of 
the administrativefit is possible to consider them at 
two levels as follows: "ಮ 

i) Provincial (div.sions 


ii) Local. 


4 


(i) The mandalams and the Valanadus can be grouped under the 
provincial level. of Administration. The mandalams was sub~ 
divided into Valanddus; each Valanadu was named after the 

.« [ ಮಾನಾ 


title of the King. 


(i1) At the local level the Valanadu came to be further sub- 
divided into a number of Niqus” or taluks. The Nadu eonp ri sed 
several brahminical and non-brahminical villages and toms”, 
A number of willages and hamlets constituted agralzras whieh 
came to be redesignated as Chaturvedimangalam” and those 
ಗಂಗ as Non-brahminical villages of Chola period were the 
gremnd “or Vellamvagai or cultivated villages(?). The gréma 
or Agrahara was the lowest administrative mit. ., Sometimes, 
the gramas which generally were single villages, came to be 
comprised of one or more villages which was also gréma due to 
lack of appropriate terminology. The pura * or Brahmapuri 
constituted the brahminical ಥೆ quarter of a tow, while the 


remaining portions were labelled as Keri*# or Cheri (Tulu- 


ಗಕಿಲ್ನಬ) The Kottams” fomeada part of a village - Brahminical 


or non-brahminical. 


1. ArumoLideva Valanadu after one of the titles of RaJarzja-l. 
2, Idaingu (TiNarasipur Tke, Mysore Dt.) - Ec, III, Tn. 33. 
2a, MOKlr alias Madursntaka-nallur - Foo, XIV, Tn. 36-218. 
3. Punganur glias TrailJokyanabadevi . Chaturvedimangalam - 
Ec, IX, cp. 42. 
34. Srigramam - F£c., IV (R), Yl, 98, 
4, Jananathapuram - Ec., III, Tn. 33, 34. 
a, Kl, V, No. 105, P. 307. 
5 Urrukkat tukottam of Jayangonda Sola mandalam - Ec, 
Xx, Mb. 5, &, 91. ನ 


wd 
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It is to be noted here that though the territorial limits of 


the divisions d1d not undergo any change with every ruler. 


they were renamed after each one of them. | 


The Valanadus or sub-districts which were a smaller unit than 
Lamas 

mandglams (District) is rare, to be noticed in the Cola epi - 
graphs of Karnataka except the Gangaikonda C01a Valariddu” 
and Rajendra Cola valandu.> The Valanaqus generally 
assisted the mandalams in those provincial transactions. 
Though no epigraphs are forthcoming mentioning the Vala- 
nadus in Karndtaka, it can be presumed that they mst have 


existed in large numbers even as in the case of the Tamil 


country. 


It wes to be noted that each province: was under a Viceroy 
who were mostly members of royal family or local chiefs 
related to the Cola rulers and all the provinces were under 


the control of a minister or directly the King. 


The following are the names of the mandalams in the Kamataka 
part of Cola empire: - 

1) Tondaimandgalam or Jayangonda 31a mamdalam. 

2. Nigarili Cola mandalam. - 
3. Muqigonda Colamandalam. 

4, Vikrama Coa mandalam. 


5, Irattappadikonda Cola mandalam. 


1. Rao ,C.H., Mys. Gaz, Vol.Il, pt. II, p. 966. 
೭, Ec, IV, Ch. 197. 
3. £0, IX, Kn. 23, 26, 


6.Nulambapadi or Nolambavadi. 54 
7. Vijaya Rajendra mandalam. 
8, Adhirajarajamandal m. 


It can be conjectured that Southem Kamataka was sub-divided 
into a number of large sub-divisions which for a lack of a 
better term may be called as padi or yadj perhaps. equivalent 
to pAndya ndu, Tondai-nzdu, Vengi-nadu in the rest of the 
°. ಸಾಲಾ ನಾ — 
CSla empire and these were again sub-davided into Mandalams 
. a 


Nadus ete. 

ಜಿಲಾನಿ 

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT : 
Mandalams & Valanadus: 


The mandalam! which was an important and highest provincial 
ಲಾಲ 
uit in the Cola empire consisted of ten mandalams as noticed 


below from the Cola epigraphs: 


1) Zondaimandalam, Tondainadu or Jayafigonda C1anandalan” 

comp 0sed of 21 Valanadus, Comprising parts of Bangalore, 
Kolar and North Arcot districts. 

2) Nigarili Cಮ್ಯandಿalan) : the modern Kolar district, parts of 
Mysore, North Arcot, Salem, Maharaj8vaqi, Chittoor, Kurnool 
and parts of Cuddapah districts with K518la (Kolar) as its 


ahief town 


1. 1% has to be noted that the CBLamandalam proper i.e., 


Tanjore the capital of the ಶ್ತ, was the provincial 
headquarters from where the divisions of Kamataka was 
charted and settled out, It consisted six Valaadus. 
Wd me aud 
2. Ec. SX, Kl. 26. 
3. Ec», XVIT, Kl. 266; Ibid,, X, Kl. 106a., 
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3) Mudigonda CFlanadalam! the southern portion of Gangavadi or 
© pI Pe ud . 
Gangapadi (i.e., the modern Mysore district) of which Gafigai- 
Konda Cla ValanZdu? was a major part” padi-2Edu identified 
* $4 ದಾ 
with Hadinadu or Hadinuru with its capital at AlUr in mode 
Chamarajaagar taluk of Mysore district, being 8 major nadu 


in the area 


L) Vikrama CSla mandalam, a part of Gangavadi, with its 
[) ಭವ್ಯಾ [7 


Headquarters and the northern most portion of Bangalore dis~ 

trict, in which Magadi was an important towm and Kunigal taluk 

of Tumkur District) often mentioned in Cola inscriptions. 

Its chief valanadu was Jayafigonda Cola velandu”, the present 
ಲಾಜಾ [A p ದರಾ 

North Arcot district comprising Bangarpet, Vellore, Ambur, 

Kuppam, Malur, Katpadi, Jolarpettai and parts of 82lem eto,, 


೨ which comprised the 


the second one Rajendra Cola Valaadu 
py ಕಾಮಾನ್‌ 
Kankanahalli taluks of Bangalore district ad Hosur taluk of 


Dharmapuri district of Tamilnadu. 


5) Marayapadi alas Trattapadikonda. Cola mandalan® named after 
[2 ಕಾರಾ [A [) [A « ದಾದಾ 

one of the titles in use from Rajaraya to ‘Virarajyendra. It 

comprised the Vayalpad taluk of Chittoor district, . 


Chintamani and Sidlaghatta taluks of Kolar district. This 


1. Ec., IX, cp. 42, 88; Ibid., V(R), TN. 233. 

2. Eo.» IV, ch. 197, Gu. 20. 

2a, No information is forthcoming about the other valanadus 
in this mandalam. * 

3. Eo.» XII, Mr. 103. 

38. Ee., XII, Kg. 2. 4, Eo, X, Mb. 498. 

5, Eo, IX, Kn.25, 26. 6.0; X, ct. 162, 3.91 &92. 


oh 
mandalam always formed: the deadline between the Colas and the 
Chalukyas and hence the Clas shifted some of the ಗಡಿರ್ದೆಬ8 of 
Irattapadikonda So1a-nandalem to Jayafigonda Cola-mandalam due 
to security reasons and frequent interferences by the wester. 
chijukyas of KalyEni. 
6) Nulambapad3 or Nolambavad was composed of the modern dis- 
tricts of Chitradurga, Bellary, Cuddapah, Kurnool, and Ananta- 
pur which belonged to the Nolamba pallavas and forming part 
of the CಂLa territory, Its chief ಗಪಿಲ್ನೆಬ was parivainadu named 
after paruvai i.e,, the modern parigai, 7 miles north of 
Hindupur in the Anantapur district, Its chief places were 


Kudalur and Kusavur. 


7) It seems that Mudigonda Cola mandalam which was too big to 
be administered. by the Colas was again divided into northern 
and southerm portion as clear from the records of the time, 
We have already disoussed about the southern regions of Mudi 


gonda Cla mandalam. rdatturainidu? or Ededore -nZd mentioned 


1. Rattapadikonda a ಇರಿ] was ; located to the north and 
north-west of ತಡಂಗಿಜ್ರರಿಡ 1a mandalam. Some parts of 
Rattapadi or for instance pul: -nZdu are found included. in 
೩yಯಗಿ್ರಂರ್ಲೆಎ Cor mandalam at a later date, which is probably 
due to the chlukyan intrusion into the Rattapadikonda Co 
mandal am, resulting in the loss of some areas, This intru- 
sion is indicated by the.ters - mahalavani in one af 
Hajendra~ITts record = SIT», Vol. IF, pt. (1), 302. 


2. Boe, III(R), N3. 169. 
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KR 
in records issued by/consttutfed the northem portion of 
this mandalam and included parts of North Mysore, Mandya and 
Coorg districts and Arkalgud taluk of Hassan district men-= 


tioned as Yelusavirasime granted to Panehavean Marayan a 


general of fara. Though we do not find this region 
mentioned as separately, it must have constituted an 
independfnt meandalam for the reasons discussed above, It 
seems that the Colas dad not give much importance for the 
economic uplift of these regions which bordered the cola 
empire because they were subjected to frequent raids from 
across the border by the hill chiefs of Hassan and Ccorg 
district, It isalso substantiated by the fact that there are 


very few Cola inscriptions forthcoming from these areas. 
1 the Colas 


8) The modern Tumkur district” (north-west of Bangalcre) also 
administered by the Colas during the period from Rajeraja-I 


to Kulottufiga Cola-I for some time, subsequently left to the 


1. Ec.,, I, cog. 49, frequent references are found to Edatur 
nad (Yedatow) inthe bilingual Cola inscriptions of the 
time, 


2. There is no corresponding divisions in Tamil, mentioned, 
in the records, 
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local chiefs of Nidugal’, Kunigal? (the modem Kunigal) was 
an important division and town of the northern most boundary 


of Cola times. 


3 


9) Vigaya Rajendra mandalam” named after the ruler Rajendra 


Deva-IT which was composed of the Meddagiri taluk of Tumkur 


district and parts of Kolar district. 


10) The Koigu country or Adhirajyardjya mandalam included Salem, 


Coimbatore and parts of Mysore district. 


LOCAL G WERNMENT': 


The administrative machinery focussed its particular atten- 
tion on the self-governing villages or granas* as the lowest 
unit of local administration, Numerous villages constituted 


themselves into Klirvan” ox Kottam and 1n turn nto nadu. 

Sometymes Lexy 

1. E0o., XII, §1. 7, Hr.30, Pg. 43, 50, 52 & 53. The Nidugal 
cheiftains ruled around Hemavati and Nidugal and their 
capital was Penjyeru or Hefijeru called in Tamil as Perun- 
aheru, the northern most border of the &ra taluk of 
Tumkur district. The Nidugal C೦1೩5, ೩ local dynasty were 
subordinates of the Gangas and 1ater the Imperial Colas 
and called themselves Cola mehare)ds. Their epigraphs are 
found scattered in the Chitradurga and Bellary districts of 
Karnataka. 

2, Ec, XIT, Kg.2. 

3. Eo., XII, Mi. 76; Ibid., X, Kl. 108, 112b. 

4, Ec., IX, Dv. 75. la Ec., X, Mb. 54, 

5. For example, Mudigondan in South Mysore was a taniyyur 
- Boe, IV(R),). KAN. Sastri., The 0F1as, 1975, 
Pp. 465, L Ch. 133; 


was a big village of half the size of a 
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tow and likewise we get evidences of such villages from many 


inscriptions. 


Nadu was generally a bigger local administrative unit, The 


centre vested the nadu with more powers in administration. 


Identification of Nadus in Karnataka: 


The Nadus which generally bore the local name enjoyed local 
autonomy and its significance in the central administration 


of the Imperial Colas is a noteworthy feature. 


The following are the nadus based on inscriptions arranged 
district vise and identified with their modern equivalents 


in Southem Karmataka: 


6h 


“GUL % LL “BH ‘AT °° (8) Shc *°CN IIT ©°OH (L) foz'ny AJ °°SH (9) 
‘8h % LL “uy ‘6zL ‘el ‘Lz He LL ‘Th ‘do KI *°SH (Gy) $CgH°oN “IIAX° ToA TE (h) 
‘96S “AIX ©°SE (C) BLT P OCNL AX “DTAT tHE “CCNL ‘IIT "SE (2) $161 *Uo SATS 


AW 3H ghbgu ©STeABN (u 
£m AM CN npgu-ansAel (3 
fn ny bgt aninpny (3 
ug uy # do ndguTeTeTry (e 
Jo s%1ea -TyuopT oN = TeTeuTey (p 

chpgu 
pi 1g -Teiny4Tepl (೦ 
sk (NI)rndjsexe,}  npet- repr (q 

* ಭಗ A . « 

“Boro ATM AN JxeSeulereuey) Mpgureuug (e 


(Q0T4sTp eApuep # F100 Jo syed % erosAl) 


SsHreuoy 


407457 mri . O nbe sweTeplieli 30 SueN “7 


81 


°LO9 “TIAX *ToA ‘°TIS 16°05 ‘OC “Ol-L *20 XIE (9) 
$ (0) ‘XXX *ToA *°TH (G) $L9L “UD (WU) ALDH (4) $ge ‘Co’uy KISS (Cc) 


"26 “II°ToA °°TIE ‘gl TA ‘AIR °PTAT $69°U0 ATS (2) fel “BH ATT (1) 


£ AO 
‘eroTeSueg Jo sed veTOoy) WeTepuew 


ET00 TTTIESIN SETTS TpedequeTnN °C 
peu 
“Ty pe 20 -nroprreffoy (q 
cred 
0 (pedrefe)) AA Agen TelTy (e 
$ (40Tu4STp JeToy Jo s4xed pue 
oS SL 2 SE 
undegueuy ‘1004TUD) ueTepueu 8T0D 
ಕ ERTENSK seTre T TPedSASTEN *2 
oe) ppgu 
0 TeumFe Toy (T 
nOgu-eTe8ekTs 
dq % ug sHpw uo npgu Te (x 
Seu 
ATree wo} K 
penut4uo) AN “TA ‘oy °UD gpm Tped (C 
SAN SH npet- n8nN (T 


¢ 


SHTEUoy 40TASTd NNTel SNDSN SsWeTepen Jo eUeN “oN°T 


“eC ‘CL HCL GLH ‘XID (6) 

‘(@)90L*aW “¥°°0E (8) $l KI *"DYAL fe6 *II°ToA *°TE (4) 9g FIT *ToA 
*(q % e)eLL ‘Th “LLL *Lot *(q)goL *(e)9ot “gol GL XIE (9) $12 61° 
$*6°NL “IIT°°PTAT $101 9 9 °2H XI°PIT $60 LLL LE “HL 

$9 *de % qi ‘QM KDE (C) “IC TX *ToA 


~op- ug 4H enpev 
IMATTTNA 
~op~ Ty an » de ghbeuTepnd 
-op- ೧ MSU TAnreg 
seu 
£Tee woxy KR K 
ponuTywWo ™ mw oN pSU-eTeTeAny 
TX aD chbgu-ereheTey 
SeuT 
ATxee woxy K 
ponuTyuoD T™Y Jes) i pg exEAkTey 
TY dg cMpeu-TeFeueTI 
uy PH 2 PEU- Tex HUD 
wT . K 
Ties uo T QW \ PEU-eATUeAY 
penuTyuod 


SHIEH 40TI4STd 


“TE (2) Lh % qi “enon 


‘1G % Gol 
“TIS ton 
Sy SoD (6) 
XIE (1) 
‘ye (1) 


3 (sq0TYSTp Tndewreyd 
pue undequeuy *2004TU) 


bd 


"2 “3X IX "OH (4) 

‘Tht *°IH ‘OT ‘pd KI SE (9) LoL °K °° (Gy) Sec UC (e)L COIN KI °° (1) 
$602 *S0z ‘°LL6L ‘°THV (¢) $¢cG IIA *ToA ‘°TE $919-019 “GO6L “PTT thc ‘Ge-Lzob 
qT KOE tol “IIIA *ToA°TIE (2) “HGz “606 “PTT $99 “019 ‘Goo TUT, 


-0p= wu Sy hpet- Tr8unmy (e 
$ (40TA2S Tp InyUN] Jo uoTyrod 
po 
UuTeynog ) Ue Tepuen SPU STEAGT TA *°G 
ug 2H AG ongu- Teuueg (೨ 
~0p~ ™ Hl chp guTyoUoepepnAnIny (q 
=O ug TN yhogt- InUexsiny (e 
‘ (4oTys Tp eroTeSueg 
pue JeToy Jo syed) ಣ್‌ 
$. [] k 1 
BT0D BUEINTA SETTE TLOATESTDeL “Hh 
dg SH NDEU-TATITA (T 
seu ¢— _ 
ATxee woz KR K 
PoNuUTYU00 dg sn ‘uy ‘dq gpgunpeIey (4 
dq SH npeut eTeueTnd (C 


SMTeuloy “aq NITE SNpeN sue Tepttell J0 SUEN *ON*TS 


64 
These nalus were sub-divided into smaller areas for the con= 
venience of central officials and the local officers to enable 
them devote their attention to one particular nadu and soru- 


tinize its problems, 


The CoLa government maintained a good army of efficient 
officers and posted them to nadus which provided a gcod souree 
of income to the empire. For example Kuval8la ಗಡಿದ್ನೆಬ or Kolar, 
ಷರಿ Idainadu enjoyed economic stability, and enriched the 
Imperial treasury. The Central Government arranged for re- 


gular inspection of these nddus to eliminate corrupt practices! 


In medieval Karnataka and during the period of Cola occupation 
in particular the provinces consisted of innumerable populous 
villages with well planned agraharas which were centres of 
activity, richly endowed with natural vegetation, perennial 
water resources i.e,, the cauvery and its tributaries, a 
fertile s0i1, utilised by the villagers to ensure their 


economic prosperity; 


Imp Headquarters and Towns in South Kamataka: 


With the conquest of Nolambavadi and Gangavad1 the Colas 
started improving the existing capitals and tows, during 
their period of occupation. Talakad which was the earlier 


Ganga capital was renamed HyarBjapura” ad situated on the 


1, Koyirraman the Collector of taxes strictly or denied the 
payment of taxes and the defaulters were immediately 
subjected to fine, -Ec., X, Kl. 25. 

2. Zoe, V(R),TN.247. 
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banks of the river Cauvery. Similarly, ManalTir the present 
Malurpatna near Chanmapatna in Bangalore district was re- 
designated as Nigarilicolapura, an important capital 

named after one of the titles Wgara. Menno’ ianynkheto 
(Different from the Rashtrakuta. capital) of the Kanyakumari 
inscription , in the Nelamangala taluk of Bangalore district 
pecame an important "sporting ground for Rajendra Cola's 


army" and a fortified town. 


Malavvi? or Malambl and Mullur in the Somvarpet taluk of 
Coorg district became the nucleus of the feudatory Kofigalve 


territory. Kunungil) 


or the modern Kunigal in the Tumkur 
district was Rajendra Colapura named after Rajendra Cola-I 
who led an invasion into Mysore territory and even 
Rayadhirajya-T had a strong hold on this tow. Kolar which 
maintained its usual ancient nane KuvelSla" was the most 
important provincial capital for the ‘stationing of the 
CO]a armies. Many records speak of the Cola rulers as 
having ruled from Kavara-nad (Chintamani taluk of Kolar 


district) and making grats to Goddess piddriydr.” 


1. £0.,IX, op. 127. 

2. Ec.,1(R), Cg.65. 

3. Ece,XIT, Kg2. 

4, Ece,X, Kl. 1068, 108, 111, 112, 
5, Ece,X, Kl. 111, 112a, 
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For instance KulottuAiga Cola-1 1s said to have seatsd himself 
on his throne under the pearl canopy in his palace at Vikrama- 
cBlapuran” i.e., Kolar; Mulbagal (Mul = east, bagalu = door) 

in the Kolar district was an important provincial hzadquarter 
because it was cmsidered as the "eastern doorway" for the Cola 
army to enter into Kamataka amd later for the Hoysalas who 
had stationed their armies there and the same practice was 
continued even by the Vijayanagar rulers, This faev is borne 
out by the inscriptions from the several districts Jf southem 


Karmataka i.e., Bangalore, Mysore and Kolar districzs, 


Masani ~Jesam another important town described as “"aJounding 

in green paddy f1elds" has been identified by C. Hayavadana 
Rao with Masinigudi on the Mysore - Ootacamund Road, 18 miles 
north-west of Ootacamund and 6 miles from the foot »f the 
S1gur Ghat, The invasion of Maseni-dSSam especially des- 
cribed in the insoription constituted a fresh raid oy Rajendra 


Cola-I due south of Mysore towards the Moyar river. 


The other important tows recorded in the inscriptions of 


the Cola period in southern Karnataka are the followmg: ~ 


punganUir> or Honganur; Jaathipuran. ; Sottiyir” or Sutturu; 


Kereyiir® in Kadambalige 5d; Kulattur! or Kolatiru; 


1, MER., 1926, App. C.No.261; (2) Ec., IX, cp.82-83; 
(2a.) C.H. Rao.,Mys Gaz , Vol.II, pt. (11), 1930, p, 1005; 
(3) Ec.,IX, op. 127; (4) Ec.,V(R), TN.232, 233, 239; 

(5) Ec. III(R), N3e213, 215; (6) Ec, IZI(R), N9.213; 

(7) Ec.,V(R), TN.104. 
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Sattamafigalam ; pelatiru”; Nandigunda” ; Maylafigai” or Tadi~= 


೨ ; Kallur®; Nandi! ; manddya? or Tandya; 


Kollagara” or Kollegal; Hale Fiiru'% rippir!! ; 


12 1೨, Tanatur* or Tamaka; Agaram!? 


17 


maling1; Pi ragampalli 


; Uttanur 
16 


Avani or Agara; 


Erumaikumba 18 


Zonniiru. 


or Ennegumba; Betamangala '; Mangala ” and 


galams: (Cat ) 

The aeratEras og the pre Cola period were analogous to the 
Chaturvedimangalam of the Imperial Colas, These units of 
administration were known for their philanthropic nature for 


three reasons: 
(1) Firstly as the Chaturyedimagalams of the C೦]a times were 


largely created by the members of the royal family parti- 


cmtanly the queen”! it was but natural that they received a 


greater share of royal patronage; 


(2) Secondly as #¥* ' omstituted. a respected and rehly 
#* Chdturvedimangalam 

1. Ec.,X, Kl. 1068; (2) Ec.,III(R), Hg.58; (3) Ec. III(R), 
NJe201; (4) Ib1d.,TN.229, 232; (5) Eo.,X, Kl. 111; (6) MER, 
1917, para 95; (7) Ec.,X, CB.21; (8) Ec.,III(R), N9.178; 

(9) Ec.,IV(R), Ko0.2; (10) Ib1d.,Ch.186; (11) Ee.,X, Dv. 14; 
(12) Ec.,X, Mb. 42b, 47, L9a; (13) Ibid.,Mb. 119; (14) Zbid,, 
CB. 24; (15) Eo,, IV(R), Yl. 98; (16) Zbyd.,Ch.303; (17) Eo, 
IX, Ht. 48; (18) Ec.;,IV(R), Ch.130; (19) Ec.;VI(R), PP. 75, 
20. For detailed infomation of agraliaras in ano1ent Kamataka 
refer Shantakumari,SL., Ag Kargnataka 


(unpublished Thesis) Karnatak Univ., Dharwar, 

21, Trailokya Mahadev, estd the Chaturvedimangalam designated 

Trailokya {including Chaturvedimangalam - a speaial feature of 
MahadSvi 
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endowed unit granted to Brahmins with all the amenities.. Even 
the local officials and non-Brahminical sections of the 
commnity were induced to contribute liberally for thexr 


betterment. 


It must also be noted that the Chaturvedinangalams though 
granted as a separate unit under the exclusive control of 
the Brahmins, it need not have formed a separate village”. 
Apart from carrying out educational duties, it was diffiogult 
for brahmins to take to cultivatiom md other miscellaneous 
work of the village by themselves, Hence they apportioned 

a part of the village for the inhabitation of the other 
classes of people who worked as cultivators in these Ghatur- 
vedimangalams or Brahminical villages. In the opinion of 

B. Stein, suoh villages enjoyed a demographic structure 1.6,, 


less population amd very few houses 


There are also instances of brahmadeya villages which once 
existed as prosperous agraharas or Brahmin settlement, 


Re£.21 contd..: the Cola queens who took interest in establish- 
ing agralAras in area other than their home coutry - Ec.,IX, 
cp. 127; MER., 1919, para 11, App.B., Nos. 442 & L4L8; Thid., 
1925, para 14, App. B. 104, 


1, For a critical review about the Brahmnical viilages refer 
Burton Stein., Essays on South Tndia,, 1975, pp. 73-77. 


2. Jbid, 
3. L1bid., P. 72. 
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converted into cultivator's village or Vellan agai, Simi ~ 
larly, there are instamces of Brahminical villages being trans- 
formed into an erivirapattanam ®, Further a record of Kulot- 
tunga Cola-1 from Agara dated1104 states the royal grant of 

the village named RZjysndra Cola Catm along with some lands 

in other 3 villages/were brought together into one and renamed 


as Virudarajabayankara Catm, as a prahnadsya!P, which 


The following are the importat chaturvédimangalams gathered 
from the Cola records of Kamataka and malysed in a tabular 


forms 


1. Piragampalli was one such village - Ec, JX, Kl. 111; 
Also see GR, Kuppuswany., ECMK, 1975. 


1a. Ege, IV(R), Ch. 146 - For instance Velur known as Rajyadhi- 
raja Chaturvedimanealam. 
1b. Ec:,IV(R), Y1. 98. 
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Apart from these important Catm., we have a number of agra-~ 
h&ra tows which continued from earlier times, of which 
Sottiyur or suttliru', 9 months east of Nanjangud is the most 
important one. The mathas of Suttur of the late medieval 
times bespeaks of Cola glory over this area. 1% The Nandi” 
agrahara in Kolar district, Betamangala) in Hoskote tq. of 
Bangalore district, Ennegunba.* in Chamarajyanagar taluk of 
Mysore district, Muillru’ at the foot of Malambi hills in 
Coorg district, Chikka henasoge or panasರge? in Yedatorg 


7 


Binnamangala’" in Nelamangala Tq, of Bangalore district, 


Maréhalli® near Talakad, Yeldur” in Mul bagal taluk of Kolar 
district are a few agrah&ra tows which were religious in 


nature, 


1, Ec.» III(R), Ny. 213, 215. 
1a. It is reported that the matha ows a number of useful 


records speaking of glories of the Cla rule in this 
೭ Eo, CB2L. area, 


3. Ee, IX, Ht, Le. 

4, Eo.» IV(R), Ch. 303. 

5, MAR., 1937, P.10. 

6. MAR., 1934, P,8. 

7. MAR., 1934, P.3, 

8. MAR., 1934, P. 39 ~ It was a prosperous agrahara during 
Rajyarajats period, 

9, Ec.) X, Mb.105a & b, 106b, - An important Agrahara during 
Rajendra CoLa I and Kulottunga CoLa It's period. 
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Nature of Rural and Urban Administration: 


A clear cut distinctim can be noticed. between urban and rural 
administration in the Cola period, the former being more oom- 
mercial and industrial -oriented and the latter rural and agri- 
cultural. The tows which served as Imperial or provincial 
poe ~__ K ಇಡಾ 
headquarters designated as rajadhanji”, nelevidu or nad were the 


chief administrative: units of a particular province. 


Towms like Nugu’, Kaliyiru’, rrumdi?, gdedore! were under 


the control of local chiefs which served as the nelevydu or 
camping places of the Imperial rulers, The feudatomes of 
Colas i¢e., the Kofigalves” and Chಂಗೆಕನ1೪೩ಲಿ ೩150 ruled their 
fiefs from their places and played. a prominent role in 
enhancing the commercial and economic importance of those 


towns for their Imperial masters 


1, See Appadorai, A,, ECST ,Vol.l, MD, 1936, p. 338 {ff fora 
discussion of factors Leadi to growth of towns and town 
life aM p. 345 ff - For thefdistinctiom between a tow 
and village economy - For example, inscription of Bangalore 
district dt. 1046 speaks of Sinnagramam which was more 
than ೩ village nd Boe; IX, Dv. Lan 

2, Kuppuswamny, GR, ECMK, P. 95. 
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3, Derrett, J.D.M, The Hoysalas, London, 1957, P. 187 - 
The author is of The view that the chief town with some 
nomenclature were called so because a royal palace was 
there or existed there formerly. But our interest is 
whether these tows served as Royal Residences; Also 
refer Kuppuswany;, GR; ECMK, P. 95-100. 


4, Ec. I1I(R), Hg. 58, 60. 

5, Ec.sV(R), TN.220. (6) Eo., X, Bge7« (7) EcoIII(R), 

NJ 178; (8) Ec, V(R), Mj e443; Ag. 75; 70,93, 94,95 & 9೦; Lh1d., 
I(R),Cg. 38,49, 53,68,70,72, 87. 

(9) Ec.,V(R), Kn.20,21,24,25, Hn.162, Cn.272, Bl.178; 
Ec.,IV(R), PP.137, Hs. 35. 
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The Nagaras! or Nagaram, pattanas, were the market towns 
which attracted. only Mercantile organisations, 


Rural Administration: 


The village or grama constituted the nucleus of Rural adminis-~ 


tration and backbone of the central government, 


The Cola epigraphs reveal the fact that much of the 
administrative work was shared by the village themselves 
and in this respect the Colas did not grudge the grant of 
considerable autonomy to the villages and frequent mention 
of the mahajanas, speak of their significant role in Rural 
politics. It can be surmised from the CಂL೩ epigraphs in 
Kamataka, that the village which was the main economic 
unit in the Coa empire fop the upheaval of state's 
exchequer, contributed roughly about 60-75% of income to 
the Imperial treasury. 


Migrants and their role in administration” 


Soon after the oceupation of Southern Kamataka the 

Imperial Colas brought Tamilians along with them to carry 
on administrative duties as the Kannadigas were not much 
familiar with their conventions and practices The Migrants 
played a significant role in the growth and development 

of the administrative set up of the Imperial Colas in 


1. Ec.,V(R), TN.229 - For instance Mayilangai or Tadz~ 
malingi was a nagaram. . 
2, Refer Kuppuswany, G.Re, ECMK,, 1975, PP.98, 


75 


Karnataka, The C0La inscriptions of Kolar, Bangalore and 
Mysore districts mention the Immigration of various Tamil 
people into the area who held the appointment of officers 
and other dignitaries under the cola government |. They 

were trustees and managers of public and private propertles 


೨, Artists and craftsmen", Common 


the traders amd Merchants 
people’, who migrated to Karnataka due to rapid urbanisa- 


tion and industriali sation, 


We also hear of the Tieulas (Tamils) or Tamil settlements, 
tom hall and a temple of TigulSsvara at Hili, Saundatti 
taluk, Belgaum district. In another place the Nirgunda 
village is granted to Tigulas (Tamil immigrants) for their 
residence! . An interesting undated record” palaeographi = 


cally assigned to 12th century found in Hangal taluk, 


1, Ramabhadra Ravi Settiyar, a superintendent of a nadu = 
Ec., IX, Ht. 140a;*Ammai Nayan alm a superintendent 
under Hoysala viraballala ~ 2೦» IX, Ht.97; Velan, a 
revenue officer - Ec.,X(T), KL.19; Koyiraman, who was 
the Collector of taxes ~- Ec., X, K1.25; Dharmapriyean, 
the writer of Sasanas or epigraphs - Eos, IX, ope 77 


2. Dévapillai holder of temple lands - Ec.,IX, cp.88a; 


Sokkaperumaldasan - Manager of the temple at Malar - 
Ec. X(1), Mre9., 


3. Iravi Tripurantaka Settiydr of TAlakad - Ec.,IX, Bn.10; 
Minika Setti of Vanapuram - Ec, IX, Nl. 7a Nambidev 
Setti ~ Ec, IX, Ht 56, 


4, We get evidences of stone Mason for e.g; Aravindatochana- 
chandrasekhara - Ec.,IX, cpe77; Varadan a goldsmith and 
Cholachari a Sculptor. 

5. Sokkaperumal, a citizeam - Ec.,X, Mr.9; An inscription 
from Hiriyur dated 1207 mentions the immigration of all 
the farmers of Pandya=-nadu to Muttana Hosevur under the 
leadership of Marayiya ~- Ec., V{II), AK.106, P.477;, 11, 

23-24 (Text). 


p 


PE 76 
Dharwar district mentions the boundary of the street (Keri) 


of RameSvaradava. being marked and set up by Nandanapall# 


where Tam.l Merchants (T1egulabevahari) had settled, 


Eventhough the Clas were not in good terms with their 
rival power, the local ruling families did not exploit 

or harass the Tamil immigrants but promoted the inter- 
cultural and economic relations with them which was again 
reciprocal and practijed by the Colas too. They never 
applied linguistic barrier or made a political issue in 
the hope of territorial aggrandisement but thought in 
terms of the welfare of all the societies. The flocking 
of various Tamilians into Karnataka enabled. the Colas 

to carry out their administration smoothly by posting the 


immigrants over Southern Karmataka. 


Boundaries and Limitatims of the Cola Empire in Karmataka: 

Right from ancient times it was a common practice among 

the rulers to subdivide the Kingdom into various divisions 

which comprised of both tows and nadus and demarcate 
ಸಮಯ 

their boundaries. This was distinct feature to maintain 

a unified territory and protect their empire from foreign 


incursions, Another important factor in the demarcation 


6. ARSIE., 1940-41, Appe E.No.17. 
7. Ele, XIT, No.18, P.154, 1.64 (Text). 


8. KI.,V, Noe105, P.307. Apart from this there were town 
Assemblies which were independent, 
(FN, 6 to8 contd. from previous page). 


7? 


of Administrative sub-divisions was primarily physical and 
secondarily strategic and economic motive. KV. Subrahmanya 
Iyer points out thus: 

"For making the boundaries of lamds, villages and divisions, 
natural objects of a permanent nature were utilised. Among 
such objects were mountains, hills, rocks, ant-hills, rivers, 


streams, canals, stumps of big trees and panks! 


This is really applicable to the Cola empire too. Even the 
nadus and villages were named: after the physical features of 
the locality or areas i.e,, after (a) hills”, mountains’ 

or elevated places and (b) canals”, rivers’, streams, 

lakes or ponds, (c) trees? and sometimes even after the: 
fertility of the 1and.? For example the villages surrounding 
Mysore and Kolar districts were distinguished by the rivu~= 
lets and lakes, by a chain of hilil-~locks and mountains, 
One feature to be noted 1s that Talakad,/ prosperous town 
during Cola period was situated on the banks of Cauvery 


and Nugu rivers respectively. It was due to this factor 
/alias Rayardyapura and Nugu=nBd, 

1. KV.S. Iyer.;, Hist. Sket of An. Dek, Madras, 1917, P.360, 

2, Ec., V(R), TN. 104, 

3. Ec., IX, Cpe 77. 

4, Ec., IV(R), Ch.186. 

5, Ec., IX, Cp. 8&4. 

6, Ec., V(R), TN.229. D 

7. GR. Kuppuswany., 3 ; Pwr, 1975, P16. 
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these tows and their surrounding villages were rich in re~= 
sources which can be presumed as one of the main reasons 
the Colas selected, these places as their provincial capitals. 


The purpose of putting boundary- marks was two fold; 


(1) To form a unified Cola country and 
(2) To determine and classify the various sources of income 


from each divisions, 


The high-ways and Trunk routes from Rajaraya-I to Kulottunga 
COla-1 in the Cola country such as Taligaival and 
peruntEnappEai” 1.e,;, the roads leading from the Kohgu 
country to Mysore and Bangalore formed the district bound~ 


aries of the cola times. 


Due to Administrative difficulties some of the tows 
and villages were transferred to another district to 
lessen the burden of the revenue officials in assessing 


lands and collecting revenue in the exwsting areas.) 


1, Ec IX, N1.1, Ht. 142, 

2. Ec., IX, Ht. 36, Nl. 25. 

3. For instance puli -nadu which was in the Rattapadi 
Konda Sola ಗಮ. was transferred to Jayaligonda 
ola mandalam. 
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Section - 2: 
Army Organisation; =~ 


(1) Composition: 

It is quite obvious that the emperor or head of the state 
[ಲ 

was the chief commandar of the army and Naval administra- 

tion. A chinese traveller in 1178 describes about the 


Cla country and its army! thus: 


“This country is at war with the Kingdoms of the west 

(of India?). The government owns sixty thousand war ele~ 
phants, everyone seven or eight feet (cubits?) high. When 
fighting these elephants carry on their backs houses and 
these houses are full of soldiers who shoot arrows at long 
range and fight with spears at close quarters. When 
victorious, the elephants are granted honorary namss to 
signalize their merit, and there are some who bestow upon 
them embroidered housings md golden mangers, Every day 


the elephants are taken into the presence of the King" 


The Cola records in Karnataka speak of various kinds of 
troops. while giving a description of the victories result-~ 
ing in the surrender of the mies and capture of war 
materials, the record inc1dently refers to unit and strength 
of the army of elephants, infantry and cavalry. It 1s said 


that when Rajarajya undertook a expedition to the westem 


1, Higtn and Rockhill, Chou Ju-Kua, Academy of Sciences 
St. Petersburg, 1912, Pe 96, 100, n.8 
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Chalukya country, the strength of the army was 90,000 men |, 


but the mention of spphisticated weapons and chariots are 


lacking. 


The soulptural evidences” found in the ArkEbvarasvami temple 
at Alur which reveal the victorious exploits of Rajendra- 
Cola-I throw light on the army organisation. On the bottom 
panel there are two elephants, standing Taw io face with 
the royal riders, perhaps of opposite flanks, while a 
cavalier, also a royal personage (cannot be identified) 

and riding behind is an amy of soldiers with weapons like 
Javelins, swords, spears, bow and arrow standing in 


various positions; chariots also are found used. 


The Cla army in its homeland contamed the usual four 
divisions but it is impossible to assert with emphasis 


whether it remained the same even in Karnataka 
[3 


There were over thirty regiments in the reign of Rajaraja 
and some of them found in Karnataka. The*perumbadai 
Valanipai Mahsisénai" or "The Great army of the Right hand 
class armed with great weapons" and the Rajendra Sola 


terinda Valafigai velaikkaran”, Rayavi jyadarat terinda, 


1, KV, Subrahmanya Tyer., HS&AD, Pe 248, 

2. MAR., 1937, P47; CH. Rao., Mys Gaz, VoleIT, pte(II), 
pps. 161, FF. 

3. Ec; X, Mb,49a. 

4, Ee; V(R), Kn. 110. 


} 


‘al 
Malaiyalar" of Malaiyandan army, the Valatigai-idaisal.”, 

the yalafjiyar” were the different sections of regiments 
found in records of Kamataka. From the available evi- 
dences 1& seems that there were regiments of bowmen (iLLigal) 
and swordsmen (Valperra Kaikkolar), The Kaikkolars belonged 
to the artisan and weaver community who formed a separate 


infantry division in the Cola army. 


It has to be noted. that the Velaikkarar section of the 
Idafigai (Left hand) and Valanigai (Right hand) formed the 
largest and powerful contingent of the amy. The conno~ 
tation of the term VElaikkzrar* means persons who were 
loyal in Royal service to their masters and when occasion 
(YE1ai) arose, they protected the ruler by sacrificing 
their lives which 1s supported by insoriptiond. Further 
there was also a tax on the right and left hand ಯೆ 


probably a caste cess, 


(ii) Officers: 


The commander of the armed forces was the MoS sSnSdnip aba’ 
The Cola inscriptions also refer to SnBpat? or a 


1 Ecos IV(R), Sr. Hh, 2, Ec.,IV(R), Y1.98. 

3. Ec. V(R), TN. 172. 

4, Tirukkural., 7602 (Eng. Trans. by Rev. Dr.GU, Pope.,, 
for details refer pp. 203-10), 

5, Foo IIT, My. 41, 43, bb; Ibid, Xl, HKe87; BleVI, ppe 
LL, nk, 

6% Foe, IV(R), Yl. 98. 

7. £o., VII, &. 165. (8) Ec.,IX, Dve76; ZIbid.,XIT, Mi.76; 
Ibd.,X, CB24, 
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Snadhipati. The Mahasenddhipati was a Senior Officer and 
Senadnipati, a junior, We get similar references in Tamil 
records of the Colas in Karnataka to the officer perundanam 


and & rudanam” corresponding to the above, 
i 


We also have references to Mahadandanayaka ( Senior Comman~ 
dant) Panchavan Marayan in the Balamuri record’ of Ragaraya. 
Panchavan Marayan is identified with Rajendra Cola-T. 

During his father's reign he 1s said to have undertaken 

the Gangavadi expedition as a prince; similarly we have 

several yJunlor commandant (gendanyaa) * who always accompanied 
the army during wars and at the same time maintained law 

ad order in the state. The post of ರಯಗರೆಬುಡಿyಯ£ಂತ was gene~- 
rally reserved for royal princes, feudatories and chiefs. 

There was also a MalSudtra’ lower in rank to dandanayaka 


in charge of royal household and arms. 


There was also a commander of elephant forces known to Tamil 
. records on Anajy&tkal though we don't find references to this 
designation in lithic records from Kamataka. But it is 


noticed from an insoription® of the 4th year of Rajendra Deva, 


1. Ec.;V(R), TN.229. 

2. Ec. ,VI(R), Sr. 114 ~-A Siruddnam named permmandi alas 
Kulottunga Sola Pallavarayan is referred to ೩5 making 
land grant, | 

3. Ec», VI(R), Sr. 78. 

Lಿ, Ece,X, 0t.30; Tbid., III(R), Hg.7; Ib1d.,V(R), TN.233; 
Ibid.,TX, Nl. 37. 

5. Eo, IX; N11. 

6. Ec., IX, Dv. 75, 76; SIZ., III(i), No.28. 
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that the Cola King captured in the battle of Koppam, Satru- 
bhayanikara, Karabhadra, Mulabhadra which werethe notle breeds 
of war elephants of the western Chal ukyas, horses of lofty 
gait, herds of camels and the Victorious banners of the boar. 
It seems that Rajyadhiraya was a expert in fighting om the 
elephant and he is spoken in a Tanjore sorption! that he 
died fighting valiantly on the elephant back (&naimel-tunyiya~ 
rulina) at the battle of Koppam. It is evident that the 
elephant corps was the most important and effective part of 
the army organi sation /the Imperial Colas gained Succ288 


only because of the innumerable elephants they possessed. 
Land 
There are also references to dandupzlakas > (Army ee) who 


were defendants of villagers and their property. Thay served 
in times of war as soldiers and during peace as village police, 
These army e@hrds generally came under a Snapati Military 


Officer-in-charge of a nadu. 
ಜಾ 


The C%1a records) bring out a remarkable feature that the 


different regiments had their ow corporate life. Te Off- 


5೩ 


cers of the Cola period who were mostly Brahmins” ware free 


1, MER.,No.107 of 1892, 

2. Ec, III(R), Ny. 169. 

3. Ec., IV(R), Ch. 146, Yl. 98. 

3a. £c., X, Kl. 109a (Refer below). 
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enough to grant lands or construct temples in their own 


names, 


We have a Jayastamba stone record” of Ragardya Cola-T dated 
1006 in Kamada characters and language found at Kalzyur in 

T tNarasipur taluk of Mysore district speaks of a distinguished 
military officer _Apramaya and desoriptiom of battle 

which deserves to be examined at length here It states 

that this Jayastheamba (victory pillar) was set up by Apraneya, 
Chief of Kottaman -gala, who was a general and Mdhamatya of 
Cola King Rayarajya-I, This chief claims to have defeated 
several hill chiefs who formed a confedaracy at the battle 

of Kalavir (Kaliyur) situated on the right bank of Kever 
Just opposite to the tow of Talakad. This battle appears 

to have been fierce as the large Cola army attacked the con~ 
fedarates am killed many. The triumph achieved by Aprameya a 
affirms that the Imperial Colas had. already subjugated for 
more than a hundred years where other contemporary dynasties 
could not oust them {or the period of the Cola rule 1n 
Karnataka. Anyway the stone inscription though fragmentary 
the sculpture on the top panel of the stone at Kaliyur 18 full 


of life and gives a vivid picture of the battle. 

1. For instance the supreme commander (S&napat}y) Uttama $01a 
Brahmamarayan alias Marayan Arumoli, Sen oF Rajendra Sola 
Brahmamarayan alias Narkkana Sr. Krishnan Raman of Kerala- 
nataka Chaturvedimangalam in 1033 rebuilt the temple of 
pidariyar in stone which was earlier built of brick at 
KuvalSlam in the Kuval®lantdu of of Nigarili Sdla Mandalam 
- Ec.,X; Kl. 109೩, ” " ” * 


2. Ec.,V{R), TN.220; Also refer Srikanthika (Dr. S Sr1kantha 
Sastri Felicitation Volume), Mysore 1973, PP. 79-84, 


The historical introduction to a number of Epigraphs found 

in Kamataka speak of the army dress and weapons at length. 
These include Viyragals and Satikals which also exhibit the 
arms and weapons used by foot soldiers in the battle. Apart 
from these the artistic sculptures of the ArkebvarasvamL 
temple” at Rlur, reveal additional informatior. about the 
dress and weapons of the armed forces. The soldiers protected 
their bodies with steel armour from top to bottom, The chef 
weapon of the infantry was the broad sword and their shape 
and size differed cron place to place, They also possessed 
shields which had rings inside: to be fixed on the foream, 

In addition they were provided with spears, Javelins, bow and 


aArrTOWsS, 


iv) Naval Adminzstratyon: 


The Balamurn in soriptiom 


of Rajyarajya in Kannada belonging to 
the 28th regnal year dated 8B 934 (1012-1013) is the earliest 
inscription which mentions that Rayaraya conquered Tuluva 
and Kofikana country which he would have aohieved by sea as 
the lad route was not possible and destroyed the Cera fleet 


Ce 
at Kandalur Salay, captured Maldives and established the 


1. Ec.,V(R), TN.220; Ec., IX, Ht.11. 
2. MAR., 1937, PPL5-53, 

3. EC., VI(R), Sr.78 - This 1s the earlier Kannada record 
referring to Tuluva or Tulu-naqu. 
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Cola naval power {in the territorial waters of the western 
coast, The finding of silver coins of Rajaraya in North Kanara 
district reveals his political expansion in the region which 
was also accompli shed by the western sea, The Tiruvalangadu 
plates of Rajendra Cola-I and the Muslim sources also 
substantiate the above conclusion and bears ample testimony 


to the naval achievement of the ಕ್ತ. 


(v) FORTS: 


Forts in Karnataka played an important role during the C೦೩ 
period as a means of defence against the enemies, Manne in 

the Nelamangala taluk of Bangalore district was a fortified 
tow proved to be inaccessible during the Cola-Chal ukya 
conflict. It is also mentioned as ‘the sporting ground for 
Rajendra Cola's army", Nandi in the Chikballapur of Bangalore 
district now in ruins was a strong hill-fortress during the 
Cola period? Similar strong fortress are to be seen in Talakad 
| Avani, Yedatore, Ma3urpatna, Hanasoge or panasoge, Punganur 


and Kumigal., 


There is an interesting record throwing light on the history 

of Gutti fort of the reign of westem Chalukya King SomeSvara 

Il issued at the begiming of his reign. This fort played 

a Significant role in the history of Imperial Colas and was 

OS SS SSR 

1, K.ANe Sastri,, The Colas, Pe 459-60; Also Refer KV. 
Ramesh, HSK, PP; 101-103 -" for a detailed description of 
the Balamuri lithic record. 


2. NARe, 1932, PP.59-00; Saiva devotees are believed to have 
camped here during Cola times. 


3, ‘Eo., VIZ, &.136. 
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the earliest to be attacked. by them. Kulottufiga Cola-I 
@ 
taking advantage of the commencement of a new relgn besjged 


this fort and occupied 1t. 
ZW 


Army Administration: 


Details relating to the exact duties of the military officers 
and the armed forces are however lacking. The Wnabovas| or 
secretaries were attached to both the army administrative 
section and the village Assembly. They attended to army 
establishments leaving the ರಿಯರೆಡಿ್ರakas to carry out the 
military and executive: functions. During these expeditions 
the CಂL೩ army was accompanied by the military police or 


gaurds, mechanics, nurses and medical officers eto, 


During the absence of the rulers in the home country, the 
perggades” who worked. under the (Ur-adhikars) were kept in 
charge of strategic tows and maintained law and order in 


the region, vested with full powers, 


Forts which usually came under the direct control of the Kings 
were, kept in charge of dandanayakas. ‘The yetZvadriin 

amd Sandhivierahi (Minister for peace and war) noticed in 

the Kannada regions of the Cola dominions also guided. the 


highest military official i.e., the Dandanayaka. 


1, SILZ.,IX(T), No.184, P.177; Also see Dikshit LSMK , 
ppe65 - 66 for details, 
2. Perggade Rayarayan ~ Ec.;V(R), TN.247. 
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(vii) Recruitment: 


Recruitment to the armed forces was open to all the sections 
of people in the C೦] state which indicates the pluralistic 
nature i.e, commonness of the Imperial rulers, It BS e 
mentioned here specially that the villages and towns vas the 
nucleus for the selection of army forces where the population 


was largely concentrated, 


(viii) Commercial Militia: 


Commerce which played) major role in state's economy was always 
safeguarded. and the freedom extended to the artisan and 
merchant commmities to fight and deferd themselves whenever 
circumstances permitted, There is substantial evidence to 
show that mercantile groups maintained a formidable military 
capability, required by the extensive itinerant trade network 
of the age. We have one " Semaiya Snapatit 
Chief" Viralaiyan Chchettiyar a merchant also skilled in 


or Convention 


warfare. 


The Vira Balafiyus” (zrade guilds of Kamateka), tisayayirat - 
tainmurruvar’ of the eighteen cvuntries or the mercantile 
corporation of the Tamil country which flourished in South 
India and Karnataka in particular was well-equipped with armed 


forces to protect their mercantile products from tae highway 


1, Ec.» XK, CB19. 
2. Eee; III(R), Hg. 59. 
3. Eee, IV(R);, ¥1.17. 
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robbers. To this association also belonged a SerapatyAndar 
and Vira Nanadesy who along with right hand division (Valah- 
ಯ) carried on trade and aommerce; The trade organisation 
of the vValanyiyars” (ie., the Banayigars of the Kannada 
country) the artisan cum military class existed in southem 
Karnataka and this confirmed by the famous polannaruva 
inscription’ of Bri Lanka King Vgjayabahu (1120). These 
mercantile organisations which was a permanent convention 
with full-fledged staff cmsisted of members of various 
religion. which reveals the tolerance of the Imperial rulers. 


Bri Virapattanam: 

The establishment of commercial militia is closely assocl= 
ated with the creation of Eri Virapattanam which would 
mean “Town with buming patriotism". Even KAN. Sastry 
is silent about the explanation of this term. These 

are exclusively found in Tamil records of Kamataka and 

no similar instance is found in other regions of Kamataka 
uninfluenced. by the CರLas. The Eri Virapattanam was a 
innovation by the Imperial Colas who introduced it in 


Karnttaka, 


An instance may be quoted here of a group of merchants of 


Mangala who met to declare the tow as Eri y rapattana." 


1. Eo» III(R), Gu. 154. 

2. Eo V(R), TN.172. 

3. BT., XVIIT, No. 38, pp. 330-338, 
L. ARE. 1912, No. 256. 
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Yet another instance is known from a record | from Uruguppe 
near Kempanapura, T'Narasipur taluk. It records the con- 
version of a brahmadeya village called Velur alias Rayadhi - 
ಷು chatdrvedinatigalam in padi -nagu in Gangaikonda ನಂ 
meandalam into an Eri Virapattanam. According to the 
inscription the merchant caravans with their necescary 


provisions and security proceeded with their Joumey. 


The assembly that met at Siravalli decided. to convert the 
village intofBri Virapattanam in order to facilitate the 
movement of traders, To the caravans were attached & 
military wing consisting of bodies called Eri Virae, 
Munai, Viras, Ilafiyinga-v1ras, Kofiga Velas, a host cf 
other sects, the Valafigai weavers, YS sa» -makkal” or 
Merchant bodyguards. 


At each and every importmt tow the mercantile caravans 
were provided with full facilities, For e.g» Mangela’ 

a trading town in the Chamarajnagar taluk of Mysore dis- 
trict was camping place: (Yiradahala) of the merchart 
caravans. An undated record” palaeogrg hically assigned 
to the 11th century (of the Co1a period) refers to a 


transaction made by ViraSingakkuran alias Gangamancala 


1. Ec., III, TN, 138. 
2. Ec., IV(R), Ch. 146, 
3. Ec., IV(R), Ch. 133, 
4, Eo, V(R), Kn.116. 
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Débiyapan of TanSainanagara (the tow of Thmjyavur) of the 
2500 division in the presence of Yaisnavas (merchant commmnity) 
and the body Yirakodi of the 18 countries and announces a 

gift of sowing land in Kofigavi -nad and pಕಿಗ್ಟೆಸ ಗಡಡ as raiyli 
(tax-free) for the maintenance of the family of artisans 
(Kuligan-Kulika) It also mentions Ubhaya-ndnzdesis of Iqdai- 
ture slias-ErinaraiviYapattanen in Gangax-S1a......Tdai- 


tturai -n2d. of Mudigdnda Sola mandalan. 


A latter record! of Hoysala Viraballala dated. 1201 registers 
a grant of land as jraiyili to the deity Virrirundaperumal 
of Tribhuvanachaturvedimangalam by an indiwidualof DESi- 
yYuyyakkonda ನಂ]ಿ೩ pattana alias Mudigonda Sojapura. This 


charity was protected by the military bodies i.e,, Virasola 
Vanukkar and Vira Kodiyar. 


From this i& is evident that the Eri Virapattanas in the 
0 period may be the military statims and Arms store 
house where the military cum mercantile caravans rest and 
further proceed with their jJoumey, This can be compared 
with the thdneya” of Kannada inscriptions which served as 


custom gum military station, 


1. Ece, IV(R), Ko. 5. 

2. G.Re Kuppuswany, ECMK,P.111 - The author mentions it 
as a trade emporium where merchants of several cate- 
gories and guilds assembled and who imported a number 
of articles from outside, 
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From the study of the Er. Virapattana, it can be concluded 
thus: 

(1) They acted as a recruiting ground for Militia. 

(2) As commercial centres and 

(3) The Merchants maintamed independfat armed forces for 


self-defence. 


Burton Stein states thus: 


"Tne mayor locyof Military power were from the prosperous 
agricultural tracts throughout the Foronendel plain and 
parts of the interior uplands." | Hence the artisan and 
peasant_populabiom constituted: the mayor source or armed 
power during the Cola period in Kamataka, 


(ix) Generals and Nobles: 


Mention must be made of the importmt Nobles and generals 
who served the Cla Kings like Rajendra Cola-I, Rajadhi - 
raya-T, Kulottuniga Cola-I eto. It 1s these personalities 
who really brought victory to the empire and the King 
accompanied them though they did not actually participate 
fighting in the war. But inscriptions mention exaggerative 
acsounts about the King's footing in the battle f1e1d though 
he only gave guidance to his Nobles, The triumph and 
@onquest both in land and maritime by the Imperial rulers 


1. Burton Stein., Essays on South India, 1975, p75. 
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was due to their strategic guidance to their military subordi- 


nates in leading the wars to a Successful conclusion. 


Araiyan Rajarsyan alias Vanavan Brahmadirajan! of the King's 
perundaram was one of the foremost generals of Rajendra Cola 
1. He possessed a number of titles like Nalnadai-Bhima and 
Jayasingha Kulaksla. The latter was a title achieved after 
the war with the western Chalukyan King Jayasimha” . He 
appears to have made a l10t of endowments and built a Mandapa 
in the 10th vegnal year of Rajendra Cola-I at Kottasivaram 
in Anantapur istrict.) Uttama Cola pallavaraiyan* and Sola- 


) 


muvendavelar” are mentioned in the 6th regnal year of 
Rajendra Cola's reign, the latter being the Commander of 


troops. 


Another famous Noble was Narakkan Krishnan Raman of Keralan- 
taka Chaturvedinangalam® who was the head of Rajarajya's 

axmy and superintendent of building the enclosure of the 
great temple (BrihadiSvara) at Tanjore and he is also said 


to have set up the image of ArdhanariSvara in the same temple. 


1, £e., X, Kl. 1068. 

2. CH. Rao., Mys. Gaz, Vol.II, pt(Il), P. 1047. 
3. MER., 1917, App. C,.No.23. 

4. fc., X, K. 109, 

5, Ec., SF, Kl. 19. 

6. fc.) X, Kl. 109. 

7. SI1,,I1, 139, No. 31, 39. 


Another well-known Senapati-of Rajyadhirajya-I was Jayafigonda 
Cola Vana Kovaraiyanen ‘of Brahmadirayan who settled the 
land's share in Mannai-nadu of... Perumbanappadi alias 
Vikkirama Soja mandalom” and who was the father of Kamak- 
karaiyal the donor of the grant recorded in the Manimnangalam 
inscription.” 

Bqually famous was Virardkshasa Brahmimaryar) who first 
served as a Commander uader Rajadhirajya and later under 


Kulottunga Cola-I in Karmataka and elsewhere. 


(x) Reactions of War: 
Prof. K.A.N. Sastri points out thus: 


"War was a grim business of fire and sword; and to judge 
fron the inscriptions of the Colas themselves no less than 
of their enemies, the Chalukyas life was made an intolerable 
burden for maay generations to the people on either side of 


the Tungabhadra by the bitterness of warfare." 


The references to wholesale destruction and massacre in 
the Chalukyan insoription” by Rajendra Cola-T was partly due 
‘to bring the loot or booty, Most of the Jaina bastis of 


the CHalukyas were destroyed and the wealth acquired was 


1. fc., IX, N1.25. 

2. 8IT,, III(1), No.29. 

3. Bo., X, Mb. 105c ; Ibid., X, Mb. 105a. 
4, KAN. Sastri., The Colas , P. 458. 
5ST. I, 91,93. 
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used fox the development of public institutions. For e.g., 
Rajaraja built the great temple at Tanjore only due to the 
booty which fell into his hands in his foreign wars and also 


by the commandering of labour by the deltaic tribes. 


The mention in Virarajyendra records about the wars with the 
western Chalukyas is very interesting but it cost the former 
heavily. Due to such wars and campaigns the Cola exchequer 
became empty resulting in the imposition of a war tax though 
we lack evidences for i% in Karnataka. This tax was a 
general one as clear from the references to his invasion of 
Vengimandalam when he imposed on every Veli of land a wax 
tax of one Kalafi]u of go1d., This war-tax was imposed 
throughout his empire and the main cause for 1t was the 
Chalukyan wars, The tax was withdraw during the reign of 


Raj axl ja-II”. 


1, Burton Stein., EST., P74. 


2. MER., 1921, para 35, App. B.No.521; CH. Reo., Mys. Gaz , 


Vol. IT, pt (IT), P.1089. 
NS ಗಿದ್ದಿಹಿ 
ANS 
* ಈ 
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SECTION 3: 
Administration of Justice: 


Tt can be generally observed here that the Cola methods of 
punishment largely conformed to the remark of the Chinese 


WEhtur! in the early 15th century as follows: 


"When anyone among the people is guilty of an offence, one 
of the court ministers punishes him; if the offence is 
light, the culprit is tied to a wooden frame and given 
fifty, seventy or upto an hundred blows with a stick. 
Henious crimes are punished with decapitation or by being 


trampled to death by an elephant." 


The punishment accorded related to the nature and degree 


of crime committed by the culprit. 


In judicial administration the village assenbly exercised 
equal powers and rights independent of the central govern-= 
ment. The central government assigncd the judicial respon-~ 
sibilities to the villages except in the case of major 
crimes which were dealt with by the Royal court. The Cola 
insoriptions from the Mysore district record that death 
punishment was awarded for causing death though it depended 
vueuelly on the merits of the case, Another record from 
Mysore states that assault and murder lead to the award 


of capital punishment by the nSttaraja of Halinadda® 


1. Chau Ju-Kua,, P95. 1a, Ec., IV, Hge18. 
2. ARE., 497 of 1911. 


which seems to be exceptional. 


Generally all the crimes were tried firstly by the wllage 
officials and sent to the village courts which existed as 
independent ones apart from the village panchayats. But 2f 
the cases were not Settled there it was taken to the chief 
Judicial officer at the centre for disposal and in rare 
cases appeal was preferred to the emperor. The method of 
administering justice was rather crude. The principles 
contained in Smritis had its impact on the Cola state in 
addition to local practice of punishment! . The famous 
Uttaramerur inseription® of Parantaka-T speaks of theft, 
adultery and forgexy which was considered as serious 


offences by its village communities. 


The judge in the Kannada regions of the Cola dominions was 
well versed in Smrx ts, and shastras. He was styled as a 
Dharmadhikari or Sabhapati (Chief Judge) and he decided the 
disputes in the absence of the Emperor. The Sabhas had 


also jurors who were nostly Brahmins. The Mi tEkshara) of 


ಮಾ 


1, KAN. Sastri., Colas., P. 477. 

2. ARE., 1 of 1898. 

3. Kane, P.V., HOD., Vol.IIT, P. 380 - The Mitakshara lays 
down that judgement was to contain a brief statement of 
the plaint, the deposition of witnesses, discussion 
thereof arguments, Smriti texts made applicable by the 
opinion of the Sabhiis . The decision and the relief 
granted was signed by the chief justice and bore the 
royal seal. 
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Vijnanc8vara provides the theoretical background for the 
court procedures followed in Karnataka and the Manasol1asa! 
also enumerates twenty Vyavahara padas (conplaints lodged 
before the King). 


The judicial procedure 414 not alter much during the period 
of Cola rulers from Parantaka-I to Kulottunga-I1. The Peryya- 
puranam of Sekkilar gives a realistic picture of the trial 
of Nambl Andar Nambi and its settlement by the judicial 
staff of the village assenbly. The role of the Karanatte, 
from the available instances of garnitoka” and even other 
parts of the Cola country reveals that he was a court 
servant in-charge of the docunents of the cases enrolled 

in the court, He read out the plaintiff's case and after 

a thorough scrutiny of the case Signed it and sent it to 
the chief jyudicial official or alternatively the Emperor 

if the case was severe. One copy was retained in the 


record o{fice and the other at the centre, 


1. Sonebvaradeva : Manasollasa - Vols. 1-3 £4, by G.K. 
Shrigondekar, Baroda, 1925, 1939 and 1961 ~ Vol.II, 
VV. 126-75. 


2. fe., X, Mb.107; Ibid., IX, Cp. 128. 


v ps pS 
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The Madhyasthas ! (arbitrator) often noticed in the inscriptions 
acted as a mediator between the judge and the plaintiff and 
Sometimes settled the cases in the absence of village judi- 
cial authorities. Ho settled the villagop and boundary 
disputes, We also get references to dharnakanalkkan or Royal 
accountant from the Tadinalingi insoription” of Rajendra 
Cola-I dated 1021-22 issued in the 10th regnal year of his 
reign. He is mentioned as weighing go1d granted to a tenple. 
It seems that he was a itinerant lawyer or judge inparting 
justice and at the same tine acted as a investigation 


officer in putting an end to corruption in trade and commerce, 


; The Cola government had small committees of nyayattar drawn 
from different occupation voluntarily possessed of irnmense 
powers and settled the village disputes. The dharndsana) 

mentioned in epigraphs cen be well spoken of as rural 

officials attached to the central judicial machinery. They 


were in-charge of charitable endownents and levied fines 


on those who were in default, 


4೩ — 5 6 
The PanchScaryas", SivaBrahnanas , Mahe&varas , devakannis 


1. Ec., IX, Cp. “್ಠ&ಿ 2. £c., VR), TN.229., 
3, SIT, III, Index sv. - 
4 Ec, 5X Mb. 47,4. 4a, Ec., X, K1, 149೩, 


5, 8IT., Vol. VIII, No. 526. 
6. Be.,X, Mb. 4". 
6, fe.) X, Mb. 107. 
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Sri-Karanan nanniger” Kilavan) (village headnan) and the 


Bri vai snavas* 


who were closely associated with most of the 
village assemblies and Royal officials had the rights to 
punish those who violated the rules of the country. The 
Edu rokcca? officers and Brahmanas as members of aJudi+ 
ciary service guided on the legality of transaction or 


axbitrated in case of aispute.® 


Crimes and wrongs entailed concurrently or separately legal 
punishments, application of religious sanctions (priyischitte) 
and fines, An inscription® of the 3rd regnal year of 

| Rajendra Cola-1 dated 1014 records the authorities of the 
temple of Jayafigonda 51a Vinnegar-#lvar at Nigarili-851a 

‘ puram were permitted to levy a fine of 50 Kalanju of 2014 on 
those who obstructed them and to have their lands (a part of 
Devadana) irrigated. Another record? dated 1014 registers 


a transaotion of paddy share granted to the pujaris of the 


15 Eger #107 

2 Bes Ty Rt «= The Zanigars are Saporary spotted om- 

| mites gmaisting af five members. who acted es witbnevses 
inthe village assanblye 


3 Soe IS, cpl 4 £0), 2 5 Ae, 1906, No553. 


6. Sha Coae.» PLES ~ the tom peduvi rusk has hesn defined 
೩೩ ಸಿಸಿಯ: 

7, BGs VIL, 11S dated 1054, 

3 Eos 1%, €p4 127 

9 £9 2%, 0D 129, 
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temple of Jayafigonda $51a Vinnagar alvar of Megerili 571 
puram from the temple treasury by the assembly nembers of 
Vandur lias SolanadSvi ChchaturppSdinafigalan. It is stated 
in the record that during the collection of grains, the Sri 
yaishnayas and the 500 of the Tiraiyayiram who protected the 
charity had a right to levy a fine of 1000 Kalar ju of tax— 


- free go1d, the highest ever noticed in Karnatake inscriptions. 


A few of Rajendra Cola's inscriptions found in Mysore refer 
ta local conflicts and the justice administered ty the 


emperor's secretaries in the interior of the Kingdom. An 


interesting record! gated 1020-21 states that the residence 
of a robber who had unlawfully taken possession cf a dog which 
4id not belong to him was burnt down and the fifty golden 
ifiages which were robbed by him were seized by the local 


Judicial authorities and sent to the Emperor. 


The mention of one Mahanatra Ajavaranyc in a record? is un-~ 


identified and may indicate judge cum amy official, 


Rajadhiraja (1012-1054) is described as Manu in imparting 


Justice and as a follower of his judicial path.) 


A unique inscription can be quoted here where ths Imperial 


Colas failed to meet justice and exhibited draconian severity 


1, E£c., IV, Es.10. 


2 Eo, IX, I. 
3. Eo; Y(R), TH. 213, 214. 
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in adninistering Justice. The Belaturu record! 3 Kannada 

of Rajendra Cola-IT dated 1057 states in this conection a 
wrestling natch between the ruler of Navlenad by naned Echa 
of Pexvvayal and a royal prince wherein tho latter was killed 
accidently in the fight. Later the opponent was executed by 
the King's orders. Soon after this his wife Dekkabbe, 
daughter of the chief of Nugu-nad committed Sati and a 

nas tlkal was raised by her father. From this 1% can be seen 
that the emperor did not tolerate to witness their princes 
being killed in a match and acted unsportsnan like manner and 


chose to award death punishnent to a innocent person. 
Cattle Raids and Justice: 


Cattle-raids constituted a common danger both on the front- 
iers and interior parts of the Cola enplre including Mysore 
province? It is stated sometimes that if the cows were 
Stolen or any injury caused to the village property of the 
culprit would be confiscated by the temple authorities. The 
cattle wealth constituted a najinsource of 1incone for the 
state and hence sufficient security neasuzes Were taken in 
ancient times to safeguard 1t and the Colas were no 


exception to this practice. 


1. £c., III(R), Hg. 60. 


2. ARE., 315 of 1904; 104 of 1900; 168, 169, 186 of 1921; 
fe.) X, Kl. 91. 
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We also get ample sculptural evidences where men fought with 
wild animals like tiger, wild bear eta and fell heroically 
in saving the cattleg . In this connection, Prof. K.A.N. 


Sastri makes a very pertinent remark thus: 


“The t1mes were rough and people had none of the sentimental 
squeami shness about physical pain and suffering that marks 


our outlook on life today.” 


1, Eos, X, ct. 78, 162. 
2. KAN. Sastri., Colas, P. 480. 
Colas 
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SECTION &: 


Centralisation and Regional autonomy: 


A Se ee a CS 
ದಯದ ವದಯಬಿಬಯವಾವಾವಾರ ಬಯಲಾದ ವದಯ ವದವಾಮಾ 


(1) Decentralisation & Local om. 


It remains to answer the question whether the Cola state and 
govemment spoken of as a centralised and bureaucratic mona~= 
rohy | was really so. Cantralisation stands for the exercise 

of a uniform power and control over all aspects of adminis- 
tration by the central authorities. In the Cola state however 
we notice a modified form of centralized government, the 
centre exercised a sort of distant and indirect control and 
regulated the powers of the local officials. An important 
feature of the CoLa state was the grant of local autonomy. 

In effect administration in the Cola state was decentalised”, 
the units enjoying a high degree: of local autonomy in matters, 
purely Local in nature, It can be said that a federal type 


of government existed in the Cola state. 


Till the accession of Kulottufiga Cola-1 the system of adminis- 
tration by the feudatories was conspicuous by its absence, 

The administration was carried on by the well-known hierarchy 
of the officials like the dandanayaka, Senapat, the adh - 


karygal and the numerous dignitaries such as Puravuvari 


1. KAN. Sastri., The Colas, PP. W761, 
Colas 


2, Burton Stein., Essays on South India, 1975 P.69. 
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tinaikkalanayagam who hailed both from rural and sem.-urban 


areas, of varlous religions and professions, 


Earlier to Rajyaraja-I we do not get any features of Cola 
administrative units or 1ts synonym prevailing among the 
native dynasties in Kamataka. Parantaka and Aditya-I had 
contacts with Southern Karmataka only for a short period and 
1t is not Imown whether they set up thelr offices in the 


reglon. 


This sort of state organisation with absolute regional auto- 
nomy is not only found in Karnataka but elsewhere in the Cola 
Kingdom. The same amount of local autonomy existed until the 


Vijayanagar times with few local modifications. 


The Imperial government at the centre uswally exercised con= 
trolling authority over the functions of the lower mits of 
administration in equitable proportion 1.e,;, powers balanced equji- 
tobly (7) at all the three (central, provincial and local) 

levels of admnistrationl and these characters were completely 


transferred to the local units in South Indian society, 


The cola rulers in general except Re jaraja-I, Rajendra C6la-I 
and Kulottufiiga Cola-I did not interfere with the affairs of 
the 1ocal institutions i.6., Sabhas, Ur, nadu which maintained 


the economic stability of the central government. 


1. £0. X Kl. 108; Ec, V(R), TN. 227; Ec., VI(R), Sr.67. 
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The Cola inscriptions speak at length of the village republics 
which acted with great vigour and strength; the local assem- 


plies ( Sabha) functioned dominantly in the rural politics, 


The universality i.e., unanimous agreements of the Committees 
(Variyam) in the ‘Agraharas' or Chaturvedimangalams was well 
recognised by the central government, The centre merely super- 
vised the activities of local authorities while real adminis- 
tration lay in the hands of the local executives! themselves, 
The famous Uttaramerur insoription” of Cola parantaka-T 
affords the best example of the exeroise of rural and local 
autonomy. Instances are not lacking in Karnataka where we 
notice. the assembly of Periya M&lavur or Malte in Channa 
patna taluk of Bangalore district which possessed the 


characteristic features of rural autonomy. 


The Cola rulers deputed ther off101als to summon the local 
assembly (Mahasabha) meetings where the local adhikaripals 
were free to take their own decisions and make amendments 
regarding the periodical meetings = an instance of absolute 
autonomy. The Malur record” of Rayardya dated 1007 refers 


to a convention by the assembly members of Vandur alias 


1. The Sabha of Marudur in Tadimalingi, TN Tq. independently 
fixed the value of land which was granted to God with the 
final acknowledgement of the Ur nagarattar - Ec.,V(R), 
TN, 227. 

2. ASL., 1904-05, PP. 151 F. 

3, Eee, IX, Cp. 128, 129, 130, 151. 

4, Eo., IX, Cpe 132. 
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SljansdEvi -chcharuppednafigalam in Kilalai-nadu of Gಯಸ್ಲೊಕುವಿಲ್ನೆ2 
who permitted to have the lands of their village irrigated 
on their ow means md to this the local gamunda sanctioned 
it by issuing a Sisenan which was authorised by the assembly 


members and the people of the village. 


Similarly we find two sathas of two adjacent but different 
villages] decided separately to merge into single unit to 


functicn with a common sabha and for joint discussions. 


The village sabhas chose to issue Sometimes epigraphs sepa- 
rately in Kannada. and Tamil language or together in both 
languages which reveal the sovereignity of the village 
officals. In the Mysore area we find abundance of records 
1xssufed in Kannada, which points to the predominance of 
Kannada people in the regiom and the Colas adapted to this 
new environment according to the type and culture of the 
people. It must be presumed that even the land pattas or 


agreements” or any other miscellaneous settlements (yudicial, 


1, Eo, IV(R), Ch. 146; K.A.N. Sastri., The Colas , P.513. 


2. The Malambi record of Rajyar&jya in Kamada refers to the 
conferring of a patta bearing the title to the King's 
general after his victory in the battle of Panasdge. 
This patte in Kannada comtamed the details of the lads 
granted*Malavvi or Ma lamb in the KoAigal va territory 
to the general. ~ Ec,, I(R), 65, *in 
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social etc.) were transacted in the same Karmada lem guage. 
The following 1s the table about the statistical account of 
the Cola recorés in Karnataka: 


ಕಡಾ ಢಿ ಆದಾ ಉದಾ ಕಂಭ ನವ ಉದ ಆಮ ಆದಾ ಉಪ ಕಾನಿ ಲರು ಮುಂಡ ವಾ ಟುಡಾ ಅ ಲಾ ತ ಕರಯ ಆಂ ಟಾ ಬಲಂ ಲನ ಅಂದ ನಂ ಡಾ ನಾ ಕಳ ೪೦ರ ಠೀ ಬುಡಿ ಅವಾ ನರನು ಮಳ ಲಾ ಜಗದ ಹಂಡಿ ಮತಾ ಕಲದ ಬೇಗಿ ವಾ ಲುವಿ ಕಾನ ಆನಾ ಲಂ ನಲನ ಲಾ ಕಳದ ಕಾಳಿ ಕ್‌ ಅಜ ಪುತಾ ಸಪೇ: ಕುಲ ಸರಾ ಕರವ: ೪ರ ತಾ ರ ಪಲ 


4 wm 

he ಟ್ಟ ಟ್ರ ಚಡ 6 

. { [4] ಯರು ನೌ pu) 

೦, 4೨ pe ಓದ Ky [e) 
ಕಾ [03] MNS MNT ನಕ HOOK 
pS ಇಲ್ಲೆ Ded O Ke] [e) 2-AO [us 
ಜಿ ೩ ತಂ ಕಕ್ಷ ನಂ 2 
2ಕಗ BM ಣಜ uot 
1, KOLAR [e) 13 98 
2«¢ MYSORE BY 2 5 66 
3. BANGALORE 39 5 2 46 
4. MANDYA 1 3 L 
5, TUMKUR 2 ಾ po 2 
6. COORG pe 1 _— | 


ಪಾವಾ ಆಧಾ ಸಿರ ಸವಮ ಲರ್‌ ಕಲನ ಹರವ ಎವ ಸಂಕ ಅಡಾ ಬಂದ 3೦0 ಪ್ರಣ ಕಲಾ ವಾನ ಹರಾ ಸದದ ಪೂ ಇಲದ ರತಿ ಲರ ಲತಾ ರಫಿ ಅಲಾ. ವ ಟಿ ಮಾತ ಅವಾ ಛು ಅವನಾ ಈಗಾ ಇಗ ಹವಾ ಲಾತ ಜಂತ ದ ರಾ ಆಕಳ ಅರವಾ ಉರಿತ ಕಿ ಆನ ನಾ ಅಂದ ನಾವಾ ಟಗ ಪಳ ದವಾ ಕರತ ಕನಅಿಲ:ಾ ಳಳತ ೧ ಲಾವ ಉಂ ತಗಳ ದರಾ ಉಲ 6 


The majority of the natives constituted the locals who were 
endowed with quality of activity and careful attention to 
details in their self-government. The Sabhaiyyar nagarattans, 
gamwmdas, gavundas or gaudas, Hepggades etc. who constituted 
the nucleus of rural and local administration, acted in a 
collective sense in managing and deciding issues by themselves 
instead of beseeching the assistance of the central officials, 
The Sabh& of Suttur assembly which was one of the consider~ 
able famous agrahara tow during the Cola period were invited 


for consultations frequently to resolve any immediate crisis, 


A] 
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A characteristic feature revealed from the records] of the 
assembly 1s as follows: 
(1) the speedy nature of disposal of the problems relating 
to the village; 

Some of them covered temple activities, educational 
facilities and recruitments; 
(2) No matter kept pending and 
(3) The local Assemblies co-operated amongst themselves and 
with the centre in the pursuit of @ommon objectives as con~ 


firmed by the eplgraphs” of the period, 


(i1) Financial Powers: 


Land Revenue was shared between the local authorities repre-= 
sented by village assemblies and the centre on the principle 
of equitable distribution. The village assemblies en3oyed. 
extensive powers in the levy of taxes, management and camtrol 
of local affairs, temples and administrative staff independent 
of both the Imperial amd local officers, appointed by the 
Central government. Jt can be seen from an insoription) of 
RajakEsari in the Tamil country that the sabha of Nalur 
granted remissions and assignments of dues merely with the 


consultation of the central government indicating the posses= 


sion of independent powers by the Assembly. Similarly 


1. Ece,III(R), Nye213, 215." 
2, K.A.N.Sastri., The Colas, P. 506; Ec, III(R), Ny.213(Text. 
3, ARE, 321 of 1910. 
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we get instances from Kamala. vhere the assemblies Justified 
their duty by granting some assignments and remissions; even 
the merchant assemblies” were possessed of extensive powers 
where they went to the extent of converting abramadeya village 
into an Erivirapattanam and administering 1t under their own 
decisions and supervisions, These facts illustrates that 

the Cola state was pluralistic, conciliatory or adjyustable 

in nature and left much scope to the village assemblies to 

work for their political and economic development by themselves, 
The comditions in Kamataka did not differ much from the 


above practice 


(i1i) Liaison authorities: 


The ‘madhyasthas' or arbitrators appointed by the local insti- 
tutions acted neutrally between the rural and central politics. 
They held honorary post, supported and financed both by the 
central and 10cal authorities, To emphasize their role in 

the CಂL೩ state they acted as agencies for settlement of 


disputes and assembly deliberations. 


The officers posted in the Kannada regions and other parts of 
the ampire were allowed minimum powers of interference in 

the administ ratiom of the villages and local regions, It 
must also be noted that the rulers effected frequent trans- 


fers among the important officers so as to avoid corruption 


1, Eco, IX, Cpe 128. 
2. £0., IV(R), Ch. 146. 
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and exploitation which 1s a feature of authoritarian (bureau- 
cracy) type of em vernment |. The royal orders 1ssued by the 
King, were carried out through his nominee. who applied res-~= 
pective rules and regilations on the local corporations. The 
local officers 11ke Nattukkon, Nadukxlavan, rudexyan referred 
to in the Cola msoriptions” adopted administrative procedure 


in a slightly modified manner by the o3ntral machinery. 


(1v) Revenue powers: 

The Department of Revenue maintained a regular staff who were 
meticulous enough to observe the prevailing practices in the 
central and local offices. The revenue officers were distin= 
guished for the maintenance of all records relating to 
revenue matters in the local areas concerned and centrally 
regulating their administration. The Turuvalangadu plates) 
mention a series of officers and supervisors (Kankanis) who 


were in charge of central audit and a parallel section of 


officers at the local level. An eye was kept on both the 


1. Ec., X, Kl. 1098. 

2. El., XXIT, No.34 ~*LF1den plates of R&jaraya-l; SI1., Vol. 
III, No.205 ~ T1ruvalangadu plates of Rajendra Cola-l; 
ET., Vol. XW, P. 263 - Charala plates of Virardjendra 
Deva; K.A.N. Sastri., The Colas, P. 465, 467. *Larger 


3. SIT», IIT, No, 205. 
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central and Regional off1c1als so as to avoid the depletion 
of central treasury and state economy by their misleading 


activities, 


(v) Mgnister's Council and Jurisprudence: 


There was no regular council of ministers to assist the Cola 


rulers in the administration, in fact to say, that there was 


no official meeting between the King and ministers for draft 
ing any official procedures, The foremost cause for ib was 
the distance that separated. the ministers and the King. 

Even the Cola inscriptions are also silent in this matter; 
though the Periyapuranam gives allusion to a council of 
ministers and judicial authorities during the trial of Nambl 
Andar Nambi. This is the only solitary literary evidence, 
possibly ths trial was a most important one where the 
ministers were forced to give Justification in the court. 
But we come across a "group of assemblies" or dan -Kuttan' 
who Kept the King always informed about the various adminis= 
trative measures. This group was divided into various 
compartments which acted as a link between the ruler amd the 
subjects where a regular bureaucracy was lacking. The King 
consulted the opinion of the officers and local authorities 


before taking a final decision, 


1. Eco.» X, K1.1120; ARE., 162 of 1915 &.429 of 1916, 
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Judicial Administration was completely decertralised and the 
local institutions punished the criminals in their locality. 
When the crime committed was of a serious nature, the case 
was referred to the monarch for his final Judgement. The 
Judiciary acted in a purely 10cal character, in the case of 
the minor disputes settled by the local executives themselves. 
The village assembly also had a nyayattar and and dharma sana 
amalogous to the gamundas and pergaddes of Karnataka during 
the Cola period, were given considerable powers to exercise 


their authority in judicial matters, 


(v1) Militia Set up: 

The Cola government had a powerful standing army. Scholars” 
are of the opinion that the army was a centrally recruited 
institution, It can however be pointed out ad this stage that 
the entire military powers emerged from the local ೩rea8 
independent of a “centralized monarchy. The local people” 
voluntarily Joined the army for the purpose of defending 


their territories, Many important trade centres like Utta- 


merur, Emayiram, Tiruvadattural, Tr1bhuvan in the Tamil 


pS 


1. SIT., VoleTIT, SV. Index. 

2, Burton Stein., EST., P75. 

3. The willage or a locality was the original place for re~ 
cruiting soldiers and considered to be the shield of the 
countr's protection. 


4, It was a custom in ancient times that every first male 
son was sent to the battle field and hereditary in 
nature also. 
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country Marigala, Mudzgondan, Alur Tadimaling1, Kollegal, Avani 
etc., In KamfZtaka' had their ow local self-government 


(taniyur) with a standing army to act in times of emergency, 


The Tamil 1dangal -Velaikkarar who were associated with the 


trade organisation of the Valat pyar (Banajyigas-Merchant 
community of Kamataka) aAomng with the weaver and artisan 
community (Kaikkolar Velaykkarar) were able to maintam a 
small standing army even in Karnataka. But 1t is possible to 
maintain the view that the major source of military power 
was draw from the fertile agricultural areas,” and hence 


locally oriented, 


It 1s obvious from the study of Cola records in Karnataka 
that the central government heavily depended on the local 
corporations for their success but interdependent, Though 
the Imper1al rulers wejilded enormous military powers, it was 
essential for them to gain the co-operatiom and confidence. 
of these local Institutions which flourished in South India, 
Thus to quote Prof. K.A.N. Sastry as follows; 

ig nice balance struck between centralized control and local 


3 


initiative”, 


1. For further details refer Cola insoriptions - Ec.,IV 
& V(R). 

2, Burton Stein., EST., P.75. 

3. KAN. Sastri,, The Colas, P. 462. 
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The agraharas or Chaturvedimangalams no exception to the 
above observati om were efficiently run by the local people, 


They enjoyed absolute local autonomy and the sabhaiyars 


efficiently administered thelr charge. | 


1. Punganur or Hongafiur assembly - Ec., IX, cp. 42a. 
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CHAPTER-TII 


ಲಾಲಾ 
ಮುದವ ವಮಬವಾ 


Section 1: 
Land System; 


The problems commected with the land system will be con~= 


sidered under the following broad heads: 


1) Land -ownership 
i1) Land -Tenure 
i11) Land-Leases 
iv Land and crop distribution and 


¥) Village communities. 


(1) Land -owmership”: 

It is revealed from the following interesting Cola records 
that the King's prior permission or consent was required 
for acquiring the right of ownership of land and these 
grants would be enjoyed during the life time of the donee, 
The record of Rajendra a-r”, issued from Kolaturu, 

Ti Narasipur taluk,Mysore district dated 1260-61 issued in 


the 15th regnal year confirms a royal grant of land in the 


1, For a detailed discussion of lad problems in medjeval 
Karnataka refer GR. Kuppuswamy, ECMK , 1975, ನ 18-30, 


2, For a Theoretical Analysis see Appadoraji, A», B 
1000-1500, Vol.T, pp.99-121 $ Gupta K.M,, F558 1200) 
Lahore, 1933, Chapter-IV. 


3. Ec., V(R), TN.104 Text, 
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village Kulattur and the right of owership as Kani to 
WoSndan of Mudiga Vase of Kulattur in Kaivara nag of 
Nigarili Wlanandalan for the enjoyment during his life-time. 
Also states that the emperor honoured the donee who built 

a lake and temple by tying parivattam 10, a mlken thread 
around the head, This record iz a unique instances in Myeore 


district which enlightens about the land-ownership. 


Another instance may be cited from Bangalore d1 strict] 

dated 1024 where the Cola rulers respected the rights of 
private owmership of lands and other propertieg In this 
case, Rajemdra COla-T purchased 300 Kulis of land from the 
members of the assembly of Trajéndirasinga Saruppzdimanigal em 
and made a gift of the same to the paramasvanjigal of the 
village. It also indicates that the assembly held custody 
of all public lads, Though definite estimate cannot be 
made of the total yield of the 1and annuelly the inscrp~= 
tions often refer t0 the landlord's share as melvaren, 
bhogam and &rai. 

Any land transactions ard gralbs required also the presence 
and consent of the Siva Brahmenas”and &r Yagshnavas” who 


[44 
i$ most of the instances acted as trustees {or the gracts 


1. Bos; IX, Cp. 8&4. 
2, Ec., V(R), TN. 247. 
3, Ec.,, IX, cp. 129; Mijtakshara,, IT. 116. 
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made. Equally so the m thayanas! took over charge of the '9 
rights of owmership and sale of lands held in common, where 
there existed Jomership the community hed a right to alienate 
that portion of village land which was owned in common. We 
can cite instances of alienation of such lands granted to 
individuals by Sabha? Tr”, ರನಿಜ', ಬಿಟ ೦: ಬರಗ nagarattar® 
and naajana 7, 


The men of superior caste possessed the exelusive xights over 
lands commonly held by the comunity and no stranger or 
member of any inferior caste was allowed to share in it. 


For it is recorded thus in an inseription®: 


"If any among the shareholders mortgages or sells his share 


1 
(lands) to Sdras, he shall be put out of the Brahmin 


community and such ‘shares shall not belong to this place." 


Apart from individual and collective owmership of lands the 
CSla government recognised the exigtence of devadana lands, 
entrusting to the temple authoritias, ownership of such 


lands as also the right to collect taxes.” 


1, Ec., III(i), Nj. 4k, P.100 (Trans). 
2. Ec., V(R), TN.227. 

3. 1bid. 

4, Ec, IV(R), Ch.303. 

5, Ec, IX, Ht. 111. 

6. Ec., IV(R), Ch. 227. - 
7. Ec., V(R), TN. 57. 
8. Ec., IIL, Ml. 121. 
9. Ec, XK, Kl. 11. 
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An example may be quoted . here of an insoription| of Rajendra 
೦೩ dated 1027 from Kolar district which records the royal 
grant of the village Piragampalli in the Kuvalala-ndu of 
Nigarili Sjamandalan which was entered as devadana in the 
Revenue Register and instructions were passed by the King 
that the revenues from the village md its lands (iee., in 
paddy and gold) should be stored in the temple treasury for 


the necessary requirements of the Goddes Pidariyar of Kolar. 


The Cola state also maintained periodical revenue registers 
(Variyilidu) in which all entries regarding lmd transfers 
either by purchase, sale or gift were made and taxes colleo~ 
ted subsequently after observing the relevant rules and 


regulations”. 


(ii) Land Tenures: 
Types: 


From the study of Cola epigraphs the following categories 


or types of land tenure can be distinguished. 


(a) Kattukittigai” (Kodagi) lands granted for some construc= 
tive activities 1.6e., clearing forests and formation of new 


ads.” 


1, Ec, X, Kl. 111, 112a. 
2.Ec., XY Kl. 19, 111, 112. 
3. Eo.» V(R), TN. 196. 

L, Eo., X, Kl. 186. 
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(pb) Devadanas or tiruvidai attam exclusively donated for 


religious worship in the temple 


(e) Brahmadeya”and Sarvanenya? 
Land granted to Brahmins by the King, assemblies or indivi- 


duals for religious or secular purposes, exempt -from taxes. 


(4d) Kutumba vritti"; 


Lands granted for maintaining one's family, 


(e) Nettaru Kodage or Kodange” & yiravana;® 


Lands granted for the act of heroism and bravery like fight- 
ing the wild animals, dacoits, rescuing of cattle and women 


or for the *¥* o£? the relatives of the deceased, 


¥%¥ suf st enance- 


(£) Bittu Vatta : 


This term stands mostly for the land grants made for the 


maintenence of, public buildings i.e., Tanks. 


1. Ec, IX, op. 132; Ibid., X, Kl. 111. 

2. Eo., III(R), Ny. 213. 

3. Eo, IV(R), Yl. 98, 

4, E0., V(R), Kn. 116. 

9. Ec., IX, Ht. 111. 

6, Ec, III(R), Hg. 34. 

7. MAR.,1936, No.7, P.6L; Ec.,X, Sp.17. ~ The term bitty 
yatta relates to the lands irrigated below th tank. 


(g) Military Services|; 

Lands granted to individuals for partioipation in wars and 
campaigns against foreign powers, for protecting the persons 
of rulers; as for instance, in the case of Velajikkarars 


(personal body guards) /Idangai Valafigal alass'of Military 
regiments of the CO]a period . 1 and the 


(i11) Land Leases: 


The insoriptions of the Cola period in South Karnataka refer 
to land leases and give usa gist of conditions govemming 
the cultivation of crops, land care and the rent payable by 
tenant to the landlord including the right of alienation, 
This problem can be analysed with reference to 3 categories 
of lands: (1) Individual, (2) Temple lands and (3) Brahma 
dfya lands, 


(1) Individual (Vritti lands): 


An insoriptio® from Nelamangala taluk of Bangalore district 
issued: in the 33rd regnal year of Rajadhiraya Deva dated 1050 
refers to the agreement of the commander -( SEnapti) Jayan = 
gmda Sa VinakSvaraiyancn to receive the landlord's share 


of 2/5th of wet crops and 4th of dry crops in Mannai -naqu 


1. Ece,X, Mb.L49a; Ibid., V(R), Kne110; Ibid., IV(R),Y1.98; 
Also refer T.V, Mahalinganm,, SIp,1955, pp. 64 ff. for the 
discussim of the term Velaikkarar - pp. 65-66, Fn. 212, 


2, Eo, IX, Nl. 25. 


ಅ ಖಾ ? 
of perumbeanappadi alias Vikkirama Sola mandalam. 


Another instance of the same ruler! dated 1050 registers a 
grant of sana to the Snapati Rajendra 3ನ Brahmamdrayar 
was to receive during his life time 3 of the share of 

the produce of Sanna. Eu in Tadigaivali alias Vikkirama- 
31a mandalam along with the increment (interest?) and urainali 
one part of the government's share and 1} part of the culti- 
vators share on wet lands, adding the increments as above one 
part of the government share and 3 parts of cultivators 

share on forest tracts and ploughed fields and adding the 
increment on the whole produce of the land on which the 


Kummari ouitivation was carried on, 


(2) Temple 1ands: (Yevadana): 


The lands were leased. to tenant for cultivation and growth 
of any crops independently. Sometimes in rare instarices the 
tenants were freed from forced labour (vetti). The tenants 
were requiredto plough the lands by themselves and carry the 
produce to the temple and in the temple court amidst some 
village officials like dharmakanakken and measured out a 
certain amomt of paddy with the marakkal every year.” 
rallichchandam lands granted to Jaina temples amd cultivated 


by the Jainas the mselves. 


1. Eo; IX, Dv, 76. H 
2. Ec.» IX, ope 133, pe 161 (Trms,). 
3. Eco» III(R), Gu. 102. 
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(3) Brahmadeya lands: 


The Brahmadeya lands were also cultivated by the tenant as 
they were the principal elements in raising crops. IU 1s 
quite possible that the cultivators attached to these Brahmin 
settlements were not allowed to leave their places and 
migrate to other arcas, It 1s revealed from the Cಂla inscrl~= 
ptions that the landlord had full authority to retain their 
tenants till their tenure expired. But generally it so 
happened that due to religious worship or raising Some 
monument or under some obligations the tenants and the land= 
lords had a common understanding wherein Some concesslons 


were granted to the tenants regarding the acquisition of land. 


In this connection, the Cola epigraphs also throw valuahle 
light on the share of the produce between the landlords 

and tenants. Ina certain case, the landlord's share was 
fixed at 2/5th (40%) of the wet and &th (25%) of the dry- 
crops!. We also find lapses in land grants specially during 
Rajadhirajya-T and Rajendra Deva=IT, probably owing to 
political instability on the one hand and secondly failure 

of monsoons wherein the cultivator's share was affected 
greatly. The government's share” was originally f1xed at 
1{5th (20%) of the produce of forest tracts and dry lands and 


1/3rd of the produce of wet lands under the tanks or canals. 


1. E£0., IX; N1.25, P.30 (Trans). 
2. £c., IX, Dv. 76 IA., IX, P. 807. 


Re 
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{iv) Land and Crop Distribution: 


A general study of Tamil and Kanada inscriptions of the 


Imperial Colas scattered throughout Southern Karnataka i.e; 


Kolar, Bangalore, Mysore’, Coorg and Tumkur districts show 


a uniformity in the distribution of lands viz,, 60% of the 


A 
noticed lands were wet lands i.e.,, Gadde and nanSEy’ in 


Kamada and Tamil respectively. 


Wet lands: The following are the various types of wet lands 


noticed {in the inseriptions of the region: 


~ 


- Kara gadde: The Karagadde according to the opinion of 


GR. Kuppuswamy was a hard type of so0i1 where thick variety 


of rice was grow.” This is also called as parancalam in 
- 


Tamil Inscriptions 


೨ the word para] denoting Rooks. This 


type of land is noticed in Bangalore, Coorg and Hasan, 


Eos IX, NLe77, Pe29 (Text), An. 68, Pu7h (Texte 


Ec. TH ii), Gu. 1h; Hg.100, Ng.20, Yl. 1. 


Fo,X, Mr. 101, Zbid., IX, Nl. 388, 


G.R. Kuppuswanmy, ECMK , P51. 

Ec.,IX, An. 68, P. 117 (Trans.), Pek. (Translit Text). 
MAR., 1941, No.9, P, 142, 1.14 Bl); 

Ece, V(11), Hn. 89, P. 82, 1.55 (Text). 
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Nirmannu or Nirmilam: 


. 1 ಿ ವ 
Evidently nirmgnny 1n Kannada and nimilam in Tamil stands for 


a type of wet lands. 


Nirmgnmu md nirnjilam are found in Mysore”, Hassan’ and 


Bangalore” regions. 


Dry lands or pufijai: 


The dry lands or beddalu. and punlai’ in Kannada and Tamil res= 
pectively known as Devenatrikas® constituted 304 of the rest 


of the lands, 


Karinilam or Black sol: It is interesting to note from the 
pO 

insoriptions! of Imperial Colas that they adopted anc selected 
the black soil or Kariyanjilam for Jowar which 15s a netive crop 
and new to the Colas regarding the cultivation of Jovan, a 


feature introduced exclusively by Kulottunga cola-T. 


Dry lands or puhjai is found 1n mast parts of Karndtaka”, 
some parts of the region being actually named after such soil 


for instance Kirukadu. 
Kirukadu 


1, Eo, IV, (ii), Gu.14, P95, 11. 8-9 (Text). 
2. Eo, IV(1i), Gu.1h. 

3. Ec., VG1i), Cn. 269. 

4, Ec., IX, N1.67, P29, 1.3 (Text) and An, No.68, P.7M( Text). 
5. £0. X, Mr. 101; 1b1d.,IX, N1.388. 

6. Chidanandamurthy., KSSA., P. 364, 

7. Ec., VI(R), PPeLL, 

8. Ec», VI(R), PPL, 
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Garden lands or Tottams 


A redeeming feature of Cola agricultural economy was the 
great attention paid to garden and garden crops both in 
Karnataka and the Tamil country. Gardens are found mentioned 
in numerous *% which records grant of flower gardens 
(t1runandavanam) for growing flowers offered during worship. 
These gardens are noticed in the inscriptions of Kolar”, 


Mysore, Coorg” and Bangalore, ** epigraphs 


Unclassified lands: 


Forests 


The maintenance of forests (Kadu or Vana) which formed part 
of Natural Vegetation was not neglected by the Imperial Cola 
rulers. They were cleared temporarily for cultivation’. 

The villages were surrounded mostly by tall trees (Sl); 


Shrubs and bamboo (Kanbu)®, 


1. Ec., V(R), TN. 229, 

2. Ec., X(i1), Kl. 124(a), P46. 

3. Ec., XIV, TN.34 (Rev), P. 232, Translit, Text; Ec.,IV( 11), 
Hs. 93, P. 92; Ibid., Gu. 79; Zb1d., Hg.100, P. 218 (Text). 

4, Ec., I, 32, P. 88, 1.14. 

5, Ec., X, Kl. 186, (Text p.66). 

6. £0, III(i), Mde70, p. 149 (Text); Ec., IX, Dv. 76, P.8; 
Eo.» X, Kl. 186; pambala Kady in Ec., IV(11), Hg. 100. 
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Majority of the people during the Cola sway in Karnataka 
j11ved in villages and agricul ture was their principal occu-= 


pation. 


The village communities can be broadly classified under two 
heads: 
(1) Agricultural 


(2) Non-Agrz1cultural 
1.) 
Agr16ul tural communities: 


The peasants (Kudiyanavar) constituted the major part of the 
village communi ty and they had to Mare the major part of 
agricultural taxes on the lands cultivated by them, The 

right of cultivation as can be seen from the C೦la records 

was inherited from father to son 1rrespeotive of any community 
to which he may belong. The agricultural communities can be 


again sub-divided under the following sub-=heads; 


(1) Landed tenants 
(2) Landless labourers 


(3) Serfs 


(1) Landed tenants: Under this category we find the Kudiyilar 
or farmers cultivating lands, They were the tenants of their 
masters but they did not have a right to ownership of their 
lands, But these tenants after some time independently 
acquired lands and cultivated themselves, We can clearly 


distinguish between the people paying land tax (irai-Kudieal) 


1, K.A.N. Sastri., The Colas, 1975, P. 568. 


‘129 
and those who d1d not, though the name of the community is 


not found mentioned in the record, 


Lamless labourers: 


3 
We also notice labourers i.e.,, paniseymakkel and adayal 

hired for agricultural operations who were paid in Kind suit: 
ably” though they d1d not possess any lands nor lands granted 


to them for thelr Service, 


There were also gardeners (tottakarar) who were hired for 
assisting the temple authorities at the standard rate of one 
marakkal and two nalis of paddy per diem which 18 mentioned 


in two records dated 1019 and 1055. 


We also come across the class of paraiyar* who can be put 


under the same category. 


Serfs or slaves: It is not definite whether slavery (adimai- 
gal) existed. as a permanent institution in Karnataka of the 
Cla times though 1% is found in Tamil country but still 

we find rare instances of casual slave J1abcur from a record 
of Kulottunga Cola-T dated 1089” where we notice forced 
labour (vetti) exacted unpaid, labour such as beating the 


3 
husk from the paddy, and other kinds of services to the Swa- 


1, Ec., X, Mb. 49a. 

2. ARE., 114 of 1928. 

3, Ihd., 172 of 1915; 45 of 1916. 

4, Eo., X; Mr. 101, See for (Text) P. 215. 
5, Eo.,, X, Kl. 1498. 
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Brahmanas of the temple. This isa feature in Agricultural 
ಮೂ 
slavery or bonded labour who were under the control of 


central and local officers 


Non-Aercultural Commun ties; 


Under this category we notice the gamwdas, gavwdas and 

£8 ರಷ, nadgavunda, nad-adhikari, nadalvan, nagarattar, 
pattanaswani, Settis ಮಾಲೆ Chettis of Tamil country, Mandala 
Svami etc, were important dignitaries in the local ‘govern- 
ment who held lands hereditarily and they were exempted from 
local taxes. Though they played a important role in resolv 
ing local matters they did not actively participate in 
developing nor settling the Agricultural problems in the 


rural set up. 


1, Apart from the communities disc:ssed here, there were 


others such as Carpenters (tachchar), goldsmith (tattan) 
washerman (Vannan);, potter (Kusavan), teacher, parber 
(navidar) vedar (nunter) who did not participate actively 
in revenue matters but constituted a part of village 
communi ty. 


Section 2: 
Tntroduction: 


Land Survey and Settlement: 


As a part of the land revenue survey and ## Rajyaraja 
redesignated the names of the existing diviSlons in Karnataka 
in accordance with the practice prevalent in the hone coumtry. 
This was mainly done to facilitate easy identification and 
uniformity in Revenue Administration. It was durin3 the 
period of Rajyaraja-T (985-1013, that a systematic sArvey of 
lands was undertaken and revenue settlement was mads in 1002, 
The mistakes in the existing system came to be rectified with 
new units of measurements and the result entered in revenue 
registers (yariyylidu) maintained for the purpose by the 


local authorities (nagarattar or nadalvan). #¥% settlement 


No doubt Rajarajya was an eminent md farseeing statesman and 
admini strator who extended his goodwill for the inhabitants 
of the newly conquered territories of southern Karnataka by 
hus wise and far-seemg measures such as the adoption of 
Kannada language for the maintenance: of revenue records 1n 
the region to easily facilitate its governance, This great 
ruler who deserves the full credit for the f1rm establishment 
of the Imperal oo rule in Karndtaka and elsewhere recon~ 
ciled the natives by granting them local self-government, by 


making the village Assemblies nearly sovereign in evenue 


1. Rao, C.H., Mys.Gaz , Vol.II, pt.(i1);, P. 961. 
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and other matters. Rajyardjya also established the healthy 
tradition of honouring individual officers who asa sted him 


in the conduct of land survey and settlement with such titles as 


Ulagalandzn!. 


(i) Land Survey: 

Most of the Cola epigraphs of Rajardya-T, Rajendra Cola-1 velo! 
Kulottunga Cola-T clearly mention the boundary of the lands 
and villages which reveal the fact that they were subject toa 
Systematic survey and measurement”. During the course of the 
survey, the lands were set apart for cultivation by Temple 
authorities, for sacrifices of animals (K1da) to the local 
Goddess; Kani,s for houses of navidar (barbers), the potter 
(Kusavar), carpenters (tachchan), blacksmith, goldsmith, 
washerman (Yanmar). Even when an entire village was granted as 
aSvadana the Cola government took care to see that proper 
classification and assessment did not injure the 1nterest 

of landowners resulting in their discontent. Lands were 


assessed (Kanikkadam) at roughly 100 Kalam of paddy for each 


1. Mr. Venkayya thinks that this title must have been bestowed 
on one of His officer Kuravan (Ulagaldan alas Rajyaraya 
mahardjyan for the services rendered by him during the 


course of land survey operations - MER., No.44 of 1907. 


2. Eq.» III(R),NY. 215. 
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Veli of land, The problems relating to 1md survey and 
settlement in a village or tow was considered and decided 
by the local bodies and landholders (Kaniyalan) and quite a 


few officials among them. 


The charitable lands which were included 1n the devadana, 
Brahmadeya villages were made tax free (1ralyill). The lands 
measured and granted as uruvidayittam” and tirunamattuk-Kan 


V Con LvoA O 
were placed #2 under the eemptiete cesrter, ownership of the 


"A 

temple authorities, Sometimes excessive lads owned by 
individuals and deficiency were rectified by undertaxing {fresh 
survey by the revenue authorities We have an interesLbing 
record from Kolar of Rajendra ೦ಕ್ತುಖೆ dated 1022 issuei in his 
11th regual year which states that the King ordered a2 enquiry 
into question of rights (Karanma. and miyatohl) 1.6e., excess 
and deficiency of lmds of the cultivator's and the landlord's 
share and entered one such in the revenue register as a deva 
dana for the Goddess Pid&riyar of Kuvalala-naqu. The 

record explicitly states that the lands of the ryote under 


cultivation was excluded from scrutinisation, 


Sometimes during land survey there were complications merging 
on the part of either the ower or the government ard the nad 


assembly met along with various other offioals 2. ಎ 


1. Ec., X ct. 161. 
2. ARE., 126 of 1896. 
3. fo, X, Kl. 112, 
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for settling them. A Kannada insoription] of Rajyarajya dated 

997 from the Hoskote taluk of Bangalore distr1iot mentions that 
pe > ಬಾ pe 

Dandanayaka Sridharayya and the ned ಖರೆ nalgaumda ಔಗರೆ೩8೩ಿಬುರಡಿ 

being present in connection with the settlement amd sale of 

lands of three persons (Sattivangala, Marayya and Pun seyamma) 

made a grant of the village Tammalopadz to Chavundayya and at 


SS 9 ue 
their request the nad granted a sna”. 


Its quite obvious that during such land settlements the local 
authorities and central officials were required to be present 
to find solution to the problems connected with the land 
settlement and the witnesses constituted a potent factor to 
the decision taken by the local panchayat or Aumannigdru (i.e. 
members of the executive council of the nad ad village 
Assembly). The madhyastas or arbitrators constituted the 
dignitaries 1n the absence of executive officials. The 
members of the local assembly also possessed the powers to 


fix the lands necessary for utilisation purposes. with the 


1, Ec, IX, Ht. 111. 

2. Of the lands surveyed in Southern Karnataka by the Colas 
also included high lands running with small streams (Mala ~- 
kollai)which is the only instance of its kind noticed and 
1% seems that rest of them were plains selected for culti-~ 
vation purposes = Ec.,, V{R), TN. 192. 

3. Ec., IX, Ht. 111 - Aymannigars are noticed only in the 
Cola inscriptions of Kardtalka. 
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co-operation and co-ordination of rural officials. The excel- 
lence and significance of the village assemblies is seen in 

': this connection, and in the appropriate and accurate management 
of all rural affairs. In fact the villages rather than 

urban centres was the key~stone to state’s economy in the 
Cola' period. Equally speaking the council members of the 
village panchayat board carry equal appreciation for the out- 
standing contribution made by them for the upheaval of Imperial 


Cola treasury. 


There are instances of settlement effected by Joint agreements 
between two or more villages from a single village md a 
common Sabha. Such agreements may be regarded as a kind of 
land settlement, considerably helped all sections of community 
for the development of socio-economic process and 1ts namage~ 
ment slowly. An instance can be cited from a record of 
Kulottunga Co1a-1 in the 34th regnal year dated 1104 from 
Agara”, Yelandur taluk of Mysore district. It records royal 
grant of a village also known as Rajendra Sola-Chaburved 


ps pe 9 Ro 
mangalam in padinad of Gangal Konda Sola=valanad in Mudigonda 


1. Dr, R. Nagaswany remarks about the democratic rights vf the 
people in the Cola state as follows: 


“Gola inscriptions reveal the working of grassroot democracy 
during their reign. They throw much light on the qualifi~- 
cations*of candidates serving village assemblies and ther 
tenure of office. The ideal seems to be to ensure that 
every citizen had a say in promoting the full, free, inde- 
pendent and happy life of the members of the comunity - 


Nagaswamy, R., "W111 of the People under the Colas! 1n The 
Hindu, Sunday, Dec. 2, 1979, Also refer the uttaramerur 
inscription of Cla Parantaka. *and d1squalifications 

2. Bo., IV(R), Yl. 98. 
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» . 
Sola-mnandalam and also some lands in three villages together 
to form a single unit and renamed as Virudarajyabayadlkare 
Chaturvedimangalam as brahmadeya, iraiyili to the bhattas on 
the occasion of pushpabhisheka in the temple of Tiruvegamnbam- 


udaiyar at Kanchipuram., 


Land Reclamation: 


The programme of land survey and settlement was initiated by 


reclamation of the uncultivated forest, waste and fallow 


lads primarily for agricultural purposes and secondly for the 


tribal settlements. Tradition of the times of Karikela Cola 
and pallava speak of Kadu-vettis wherein the vast fertile 
tracts of lands in South India was brought under cultivation 
and which also boosted up foreign trade i.e,, exports, It is 


rightly said by Prof. K.AN. Sastri in the following words; 


“Whatever the historical value of such traditions, epigraphy 
gives unmistakable proof of the deliberate efforts mede from 
time to time and by easy stages to increase the area under 
the plough and the inducements offered to encourage such 
efforts on the part of the people, by way of con>esszons in 
taxes, favourable terms of lease in the initial years and 


S80 on" pS 


The Kolar insoription” of Vikrama 0೦೩ dated 1127 records 


ಈ » ತ 
that by the order of Rajendra Sla-ppudamat tumandali+an, the 


1. K.A.N. Sastri., The Colas, P. 584-585. 
dhe Colas & 

2. &c., X, Kl, 186 (Text. P.66 - T1ladanurpperi-er1—il-kkadu 

Vetti -kkambaruttu). 

ಸಹಾರಾದ ಇಸಬಂಹರಬುದಾವಾಗಿಿಯ ನಾಮಿ 
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gamnda of pಟರೆ೩ ಪಿರ in Nigarili Sjanandalan, Vana -V1chchadare~ 
ppudanad ~&lvan alias Maran, son of Alagya-S51a-ppudenattu 
Vela, alias Eruttilagan reclaimed 350 Kuli of land below the 
tank of Tiladanur after clearing the Jungle and removing the 
shrubs granted the same as devadana for the God Akaka svaran- 
udaiya Mahadévar of the village. Also some other inscriptions 
regarding reclaimed lands refer to grants of &uch l1amis exempt 
from taxes toa Siva Brahmana ° Lands were therefore reclaimed 
by deforestation for improvement of agriculture formation of 


new villages! and building tanks”. 


1. Ec., X(1), Mr. 33; Ec., IX, Bn. 133, P.15 (Text). 
2. SIT., XI(1i), No.158. 
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Section 3: 
LAND VALUES: 


Lands were firstly classified into wet, dry and garden lands 


and based on its fertility and productivity lands were valued, 


The Cola insoriptions do notthrow sufficient light on the 
accurate and recognised value of lands though the prices dif- 
fered from place to place and among different transactions. 
From the study of Cola epigraphs in Karnataka we can get a 
rough idea of the rates and difference in values specially 
about the irai~kaval or Security Deposit the advance amount 


of money paid for the purchase of lands, 


An undated record asaygned to ಗಗನ” from Tadimaling, 

T 'Narasipur taluk of Mysore district records the sale of 13 
Veli of wet land as tax free in Irugaiyanpalli made to the 
God Truvikula-V2nnogar-dlvar of Mayilagai in Idainad by the 
Sabha of Marudur by receiving the land value of 100 Kalangu 
of gold (tulainirai Sempon) welghed by the KEsukal from the 
temple, The same value prevailed in the Tamil country 
during Rajyardjya's time with a slight difference. One Vel of 
land was sold for 100 Kalangus of gold recorded in an ins- 


oription of Rajardya from Tiruvayyaru(Tanyore district) dated 


1, ARE., 100 of 1892. 
2. Ec, V(R), TN. 227. 
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1006. Along with the value of land, taxes were also paid by 
the purchaser or buyer of lands s0 that the burden of taxa- 
tion was left to the seller. The Malur record” dated 1014 
palaeographically assigned to Rajendra 01a registers the 
purchase of certain Imds by a private individual from the 
assembly. The Assembly collected the land value in money, 
and the tax amount for the lands and bound themselves to pay 
whatever taxes these lads may become liable to the pur-~ 


5, Zhe 1onds sold to the sabnZ and temples were 


chaser 
generally at a less rate and along with it the management 
cost and daily expenditures of the temple were provided for 


by the seller”. 


An interesting insoriptlon” from Sutturu is in Kannada 

script and both 1n Taml and Kannada language of the Lth 
regnal year of Rajendra Co0la-I dated 1015-16 records the sale 
of 2 Khandugas and 10 ballas of land free of taxes by the 
members of the Sabha for 2 Kaleanjyus of gold as the value of 


[7 


1, ARE., 219 of 1894, 
2. Ec., IX, op. 88c. 
This substantiates the view that the tax levied by the 


\N 
[ 


state was bound to be paid by some party or the other ad 
that there was no loss on tax Account to the state 
exchequer. 
4, Ec.,IX, Ht. 36. 
5. Ec., III(R), Ny. 213. 
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the lands to Tevanadu-velan of Scttiyur or or Satturur a 
brahmadeya in Tdainad of Mudigonda Cola mandalam to a2 
officer of the King. 


It is recorded in an inscription! that at Turuvorrzyur, two 
hundred and fifty Kuls of land were sold at one Medrurantake~ 
madaj in the 30th regnal year of Aajéndra-~T and the sale was 
effected in the reign of Hi Sndra-I1” in 1058-59, 2 Khandugas 
of land sold for 20 antyyakabarenanmada) weighed by Tdi Sadana 
panafigadamadai- a standard measure for weighing gold coins 
exclusively found mentioned in Cola inscriptions of Kamataka 


and circulated in the Mysore province not noticed in the 


records of the Tamil country. 


The erratic variations 1n land value was not only the fault 

of government or seller but also due to the lack of aniformity 
in the unit in measurement and currency 1.e,, the l0o2al 
variations in the length of measuring rod (Saud) ad the 


introduction of new cons.) 


The land transactions was usually confirmed by the issue of 


LO e 
paradavattrge or sale~deeds which contained elaborete 


1. ARE; 156 of 1912, 

2. Ec., IV(R), Ch. 186. 

3. KAN. Sastri., The Colas, P. 587. 
Zhe Colas 

4, Kuppuswany, G.R., ECMK., P. 27. 


ಹಾಥ ಡು ಎಡಮುರಿ ಳುತವಲಘತಲಾಬಾಲಿರಾಯುತದಾಲಲವೆಕಿ ರಾ ಬಗಿಲಸರವಾರಲಿವಭಾವಮುಸಬ್‌ ಮಾತಾಿಂಯಳಬಸರಲ 
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information about the value of land, signature of wtnesses 
etc. The transactions were carryed out with the full consent 
of the parties, the full land value paid in money and fmally 
acknowledged in the document itself and a Ssana containing 
details engraved and issued on behalf of the King or the local 
authorities. Sch transactions were effected peacefully due 
to the God--fearing nature of the people and efficiency of 

the revenue authorities and rarely led to land disputes, due 
to the co-operative spirit of the people, This is also corro~ 
bor ated by the fact that the Cala records 1ssued during the 


period do not record any land disputes = a rare phenomena. 
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Sectiom 


Agricul tural Taxation: 


The chief source of Revenue 1n the Cola state was the land 
and tax collected on 1% either in cash or Kind by the res- 
pective regional authorities. Besides the land revenue and 
other agricultural cess and levies, industrial, professional 
and commercial taxes and benevolences were also regulated in 
a thoroughly designed manner, It also happened that some- 
times due to oppressive nature of taxes both in the levy and 
collection, the effect proved to be reverse on the citizens 
of a particular place resulting in destruction and dapopu~ 


lation of the area. | 


The system of levy and collection of various kinds of Taxes 
un Karnataka under the Cola occupation was almost the same 
as followed in the home country. Apart from the taxes levied 
and collected by the officers of the central government, the 


local officials made their owm levies Yor specific purposes.” 


It can be generally observed from the rch fauna and flora of 
southern Kamataka that the entire area under the occupation 
of Colas offered great scope for agricultural exploitation 


specially the Mysore and 1ts neighbouring district watered 


ನಿ “ಬಾವ A ಧಾಾಯಗಲುರಾಲಾದಾಕಿಯಗಕಯ ಮಾಸಿಕದ ಬಾವ ಎಕರಾಷಾ್‌ಲಾಾಾಯಾಲಯಂಕ ಲಸ ಎಭವನಾ 


1, K.AN. Sastri., The Colas, 1975, P. 520. 


2. Ec, IX, Nl. 62೩, 


"143 


by the Cauvery river and covered by the fertile wet lands, 
Again the Malajinadu or Kodagu, the place of herbs and planta- 
tion crops under the control of Panchavan Marayan, the C೦೩ 


general of Kajyarajya and Rajendra Cola-1 yielded a good source 


of income. 


The Cola epigraphs found in Karnataka throughout mention the 
term 2ray or vari to indicate a tax, The other terms in 
common vogue were Ayan” (Revenue), Kadamai and Kudimai which 
stood for “duty and “tenancy dues? respectively. We also 
have another term “yrayut in rare instances a sort of cess 
paid in kind and slightly higher then “puravu" (land tax) by 
about 20%, 


The lands either wet, garden or dry were located below the 


೨ or along the channels” leading from the sluice of the 


tanks 
tank and the tanks had sluices connected on all s1des, Based 
on the type of the so01]l, its fertility and production were 


reasonably and appropriately assessed and taxed, 


Most of the 1ands surveyed and classified by the Colas in 
Karnataka were wet lands with good crops). There were also 


- 
some high lands (Malaykollay) wth small streams cut through 1t.° 


1. Ece,V(R), Mb.230; Ec., III(R), Ng. 178. 
2. Ec., IV(R), ¥1.98. 

3. Ec., VI(R), pp. LL, 

4, Ec., III(R), Hg. 58. 

5. Ec.;, ITI(R), Hg. 58. 

6. Ec, V(2), TN. 192. 
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It can be possibly concluded that there were no wastages 1n 


the yield of crops and under natural calamities the cola 


government allowed adequate remissions. 


Categories: 


It is worthwhile to examine Some of the 12ndividual revenue 
taxes] imposed on the agricultural lands. They are as 
follows: - 


(a) Kattarampan” 


(b) NirSrenpam) and KalamSslaee™ (sowing land) 


(c) Kumnari -Katamai 4 
(4) VEtar-Kummari” 
(e) Kar varaku? 
(£) Erxkacu! 
(g) Antiraya® 


(h) Suddaya” 


(1Kunn are-KachohSnam 


1, In Karnataka we notice 30 revenue terms. 
2. Eo.» IX, N1.25; Zbid., X, Mb.107. 

3. bd, IX, N1.25. 

3a.Eo.sV(R), Kn. 116. 

4, Ihd., X, Mb.49(a); Tbid., IX, Nl. 38a. 
5. Eco, X, Mr. 101. 

6. 1hid., IX, Nl. 38a. 

7. Zhid., IX, NL.3; Zb1d.,X, Mr 101; Tbid., IX, NL. 38a, 
8. Ec., X, Mb. 49a, 

9. £o., IX, Nl. 628. 

10. Eo., X, Mb. 49a. 
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These have been exclusively used in Southern parts Jf Kar- 


nataka of the Cola Kingdom. 


Kattarampam and Kalani Salage was a tax levied on dy lands; 
Ni rarampam was a tax levied on wet lands; 


The Kumnar “Katamai and Vetar-Kummari were collected from the 


cultivators on hill crops; 


Kar-varakku was an agricultural tax lew.ed in Kind Juring the 


time of Kar harvest; 

The tax on plough (erkkacu) was levied 1n cash; 
ರ 

Antaraya levied at the rate of 2 Kasus per plough; 


siadzya” which is rarely found in the Cola inscriptions of 
Karnataka was the permanent quit rent settlement without any 
variations, Altekar” says that 1t may quite possibly point 
out to the permanent settlement of the government dsmands. 
Prof. K.A.N. sastri” splits the term Sgddaya as (Siidhaxaya 

= tax or rent). It was the name used for additional land tax 
always taken for granted and not necessary for any fresh 
regulation or prescription. GR. Kuppuswany” speaks of 
Siddaya as f1xed rent (which 1s unanimously accepted by 


scholars) and it is exactly correct to quate the words of 


1, Ec., IX, N13; Id, X, Mr. 101; Zbyd., IX, N1.33a. 
2, Ec., IX, Nl. 62a. 

3. Altekar, A., RIT P.22kh, 

4, Yadzani, G., (Ed), EHD, pp.389-90. 

5. GR. Kuppuswamy.,, ECMK P,152-153, 
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the scholar: 

“Though the inscriptions throw some light on the amount of 
Siddaya, the information is too meagre that it 1s impossible 
to come to any definite conclusion." 

Kumara-Kachchanam = tax paid 1n cash during the time of 


harvest, 


Miscellaneous Agricultural levies: 


In addition to the major agricultural taxes described above 
a number of levies or 1impositions which may be classified as 
mi scellameous were levied and collected from the Agricul~- 
turists., They are as follows: 

Be; 

Kummari tax imposed on cultivation; 

Melhonnu or Melaya are analogous to melvaram of Cola times; 
Bittuvatta; 

nlirchuttu” (2); 

madapariyala (7); 

puluvari” (Grass tax); 

Ny rkuli, (water cess); 

Vettuvari (Digging tax); 

vatiguvari* (2? Trade Tax); 


Bannizedere’ ; 


1. Ec., IX, Nl. 62a. 

2. Eo, IX, N13. 

3. Eo., IV,(R), Ch.303. 
4, Jbd. 

5. Ibid.) IIT(R), N9e215. 


147 


aduyari (goat or sheep tax); 

Suttukkadan' (7) 

Rates: From the Inscriptions recorded in Karnataka 1% becomes 
evident that four different rates existed in the levy of taxes 
on land, For the dry lands (Kattarampam), the rates varied 
from 1/5 (20%) to + (25%) 1n Mulbagal” taluk of Kolar district, 


3 


and Nelamangala” taluk of Bangalore district. 


From times immemorial wet lands or Nm rarampan* s1t uated near 
a river, tank or canal attracted a higher levy almost double 


the rates fixed for dry lands varying from 331/3 to 40%. 


The different rates mentioned above can now be equated with 
the rates prevalent in the Tamil country, To take for 
instance the dry lands, an important feature to be noted 1n 
this connection 1s the fact that the inscription covering 
the region of Cola mamdalam 1.8. Tanjore and adjoining 
regions,a uniform levy of 1/16 (16.6%) rate conspicuous by 
1ts absence in the cola inscriptions of Karnataka. For 
example an insoription from Pudukottaz district” refers to 
the rate 1/6 as yam (revenue) and the same rate 1s found 


to be mentioned in one of the records of parantakel , 


1. Eo.;, IX, Cp. 128, 

2. Ec.» X, Mb. 49(a), 107. 
3, Ec., IX, N1.25. 

4, Eo., X, Mb. 49a. 

5, PST., 116. 

6. EI.,1V, No.32, p22. 
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It can be critically assessed that 1/6 or 16.6%, the original 
rate in the homeland levied on any type of land was rather 
accessible to the people but when compared to it, the lowest 
rate of 1/5 or 20% normally levied in Karnataka was adequately 
more. The higher imposition was probably owing to the 
frequent transfers of Revenue Officers (adzgargal) and their 
maintenance charges to be met by the local people though the 
s011 richness may be the same in both the regions. But in 
the case of wet lands it is found that in Tondainandalan” 

the rate ೨/8 (37.5%) was the minimum prescribed for a land 
under tank irrigation i higher than the minimum rate 
‘ixed in Karnataka (33.3%) for similar lands. This seems to 


be a rare instance which car not be easily explained. 


The potent value of the differential rate structure of land 


tax in the Cola period was due to various factors such as; 


(1) The improper irrigational facilities and infertile s0i1 
of the dry lads and 
(2) commendable measures which influenced and increased the 


productivity of the wet lands, 


The economic prosperity and Agricultural self-sufficiency of 
the region of Kamataka under the Cola occupation was ensured 


by measures directed towards concentrated wet and dry land 


(nana puijai)” improvements, apart from the numerous land 


1. SIT., VIITL, TL. / 
2. Ec., X, Mr.101; Jbid,, IX, Nl, 36a. ; 


1 
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grants found spread throughout the region which immensely 


helped the society to stick on to agricultural producti on, 


In some instances the Imperial Colas accepted anc continued 
the local rates without any modification. 


Table of Rate structure: 


ದಹ ಉದಾ ದಾ ಬಂಡಿ ಆದಾ ಕಲಾ ಬಂಟಾಕಾತ ಆಡಿ ನಮಾ ಲುಸಾ ವಾ ಬುಕು ತ ಬಾ ಲಾರ ಕರತ ಲಂ ಅಣ ಕಳ ಕರಾ ಲಯಾ ಲ ಕಳದ ಜನಾ ಳುರಾ ಆಯ ಮಚಾಕವನು ವತಿ ಬೀಡಿ ಲಾ ಸೂ (ತಲ ಲಗ ಕರಡಿ ಕಂಡ ಎವಾ ನದ ಆಲಧಿ ಕರಾ ಇವಾ ಬಳಳ ಕಾ ನಾ ದ ನಗರ ದಾ ೧ಲವು ನಾಡ ಅನಾ ಕ ಲನ ಮಸಳಿ ವಾ ನಧಿ ಲಾ ಕಾ ಲಾ 


Year Category of land Rate Region 

1050 Wet lands 1/2 Dv.Tq, Bn. at, 

-do~ -do~ 2/5 NlL.Tq, Ba, dt, 

~do= Dry lands 1/4 ~do~ 

~do= Wet & dry lands 1/10 “do= 

1057 Dry lands 1/5 Mb.Tg, Kl. dt. 

1072 Wet lands 1/3 Mb.Tq, Kl, dt, 

do = Dry lands 1/5 ~do~ 
— Wet lands 3/8 North Arcos dt. Wamyl-= 

nadu 

ee Dry lands 1/6 Tanjore dt, [State 


ಜಾ ಕಾ ಆದಾ ಬುನಾ ಕುತ ರಾಣ ಹವಾ ಲಾಡ ಅವನು ನಶಹಮಳಿ ಪಾ ಮುನಿ ಮುತ ಕಟಗಿ ಅಜಾ ಅಂಕೆ ಜಲವ ಅವಾ ಆಸರ ೧3: ಬಂಕ ಸಲಹ ಮಸಕ ಬಲಾ ಹೋ ರ ಆಯಾ ಅರರ ಸಾ ಬವನ ಕರಾ ಮಳಿ ಧಾ ಆಲಿ ಪಾ ಈ ರಣ ಕಭಿ ಉರ ಕಾ ದಾಟ ಸ ಕಾಲಂ ಕಾ ಟೇ ಹರಾ ಹಧನ ಕರಾ ಆಂ ರಾರ ಆ೧ಾ 3೦ರ ರಾ ಹರ್‌ ರತಾ ಮರಿ ನಾವಾ ಕರಅಾ ಲಂ 


Bxemptions, Remissyons and withdrawl: 


The Cola government followed the sound practice of granting 
exemptions and remissions of taxes imposed on agricultural 
lands from time to time, It also withdrew a particular tax 
freshly imposed whenever the people protested against it. 
The following instances from the insoriptioms fron Karnataka 


may be quoted 1n this conection: 


1, Ec. IX, N1.25. 
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Exemptions: 


The Cola epigraphs record the exemptions to varlous instl- 
tutions from paying their dues, Both the King and the local 
authorities engaged themselves in granting lands with tax 
exemptions! . Even Vellan vasa” or cultivator's villages 
which were sometimes converted 1nto devadana or Brahmadeya 


settlements came to be exempt from all land taxes, 


Remi ss1ons: 

Apart from the exemptions we get examples from Mandya district) 
where the citizens of the area seems to have remitted the 
particular dues which 1t& would neve, ent1tled to levy in the 
absence of the remission, This is explicitly stated that 


the sabha is said to have remitted on some temple lands 


which were already Ur Kil-rayli. 


Withdrawl : 

At times taxes oppressive in nature, which was imposed by the 
central and local officials was withdrawn by the emperor 
probably due to the representation of the people which they 
found it as a heavy levy. An inscription” (Ssananm) of 
Kulottunga Cola-I dated 1071-72 from Avan, Mulbagal taluk 
record the protest of the inhabitants of the eighteen Vishaya 
or periyya-vlsalyam on the levy of a tax imposed on the cattle, 


1. B0., IV(R),Y198; Tbid.,VI(R), Sre78; Ihde V(R), TNS. 
2. Ec, X, Kle111; G.R.Kuppuswamy., ECMK , P16. 

3. Ec., VI(R), Sr.78. 

, Ec., X, Mb. 49a. 
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The record states that since the race of Cola rulers began, 
no tax had been levied on cows and she-buffaloes in all the 
territory comprising the 78 ಗಡಿರ್ನೆಬಔ of Nigarili 50] Mandal am, 
the 48,000 pum} of Jayangonda Sla-nangalen, the Rayendra 
S0l.appadz nenpumi assigned to the Valafiga Mahasenai of the 
Great army and the Great Assembly, resolved that the new tax 
levied on cows and she-buffalocs which was introduced by the 
officer (adigarigal) Sja-mvinda-vSiar need not be paid 

and for this reason he was called as Sungandavirta-Cola ¥* 


who abolished taxes." ¥* or "the ರೆ 


Land Pattas or Title deeds: 


The Imperial Cola rulers were careful enough to issue the 
land pattas in Kamada which recorded the rates and levy of 
1and tax. The famous Malemby record” of Rajaraga~I dated 
1005 records the grant of the village Malavvy (Now Malambz 
in Coorg district) including £11 its 1and under 2ts Juris-~- 
diction to panchavan Marayan, general of Rajyarajya-I and con~= 
ferring on him with a patta bearing the title Kshatriya 
5; khemani Kongalva for his victory in the battle of panasoge. 


1. MER., 1908, Nos, 377 and 379 of 1907, 
2. Ec., IX, cg. 46, 
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- Section 5: 
OFFICERS AND METHODS OF TAX COLLECTION: 


The officers connected with taxation under the Colas in 
Kamataka can be broadly classified under three levels which 
are as follows: ~ 

(1) Central 

(2) Provincial and 

(3) Local 


1, Central Officers; 

The puravuvaritinaikalam (Revenue Department) of the Imperial 
Colas 1n Karnataka and in South India seems to have functioned 
in a systematic mamer with a full complement of staff. Most 
of them were posted from the Tamil country and frequently 


transferred from one Mandalam to the other. 
~ A 
The famous Klar insoription engraved on the outer wall of 


Kolaramma temple of the 11th regnal year of Rajendra Cರ]a 
dated 1022 is an god instance which furnishes a detailed 
aceountof h1erarchy of Revenue Officers cmnected with the 


land revenue department at the centre; 


Superior Cadre: 
Tirummantira Olai (Royal Secretary) 


Re 


Tirumantira Volai ndyagam (Chief Secretary) 


1. Ec, X, Kl,.111, 112a - A similar record of Kulottunga 
Cola I dated in the 16th regnal year 1085-86 is found from 
Laddigam - ARE., 1906, No,533, 


4 
ke 
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Junior Cadre: 


Adigarigal (Officers) 


ee ಟರ್‌ರಟುಮಾಾವಾರ ಬಾತು ಳರಾತಾಾಹನಯಿಯ ಯವನರ: 


Udan Kittattu 
೩4ನ್ನು 


7 
| 


Naduvi rukkun 


\ 
t 
? 
7 
1 
1 
[| 
[4 


೦ಡಿ 


Vidaiyil adigarigal 


Puravuvaritinaikkalakkankani (Examiner or supervisor of Records) 
. 


OOS 


ರಾದಾ ರಾಾರಾದಾರಾಣಾದಾ ದಾ ರಾ ರಾಸ್ಯಾದಾ ದು ದಾರು ಬಾರಾ ರಾದಾ ದಾವಾ ಕಾಣಾ ರಾದಾ ದಾ ಗಾಜಾ ದಾದಾ ನಾ ರಾದಾ 
¢ 3} 
¢ 1 
[1 ) 
Variyilidu Kadamai -eludum Varipottagam Eanakku 
« 
I) 
Pattolai 
\ 
? 
? 
Mugavetti 


Apart from the superior cadre of officers 1.e,, Foyal and 
Chief Secretaries at the centre, we also notice several of 

the officers" including a Vidal and Udankuttattu adugaripal 
and those who constituted the naduv, rukkum belonged to the 


1. For instance, R2jyacaya Brahmarayan an Officer of Aajendra 
Cdola-T in 1022 - Ec.,X, Kle112a; Alagiya 5ರ Brahnreyan 
and Gandarman kka Brahmadirayan - Officers of Rajaraa in 
1005 - ‘Boe, XVII, K1.41; Uttama Sola Brahmamarayan alias 
Narkkana. Arumoli son of Rajendra CoN Brahmamarayan al1asS 
Narkkana Sr Krishnan Raman of Keralanataka chaturvedimadigal ain, 


contd 


Brahmin class,.. These officers were subject to frequent 
transfers and they were rewarded with promotions (out of 


grades) and fringe benefits for their excellent services! 


Udan-kut tam refers to group of officers who accompanied the 
King on his tour. Vydaiyil adigarieal” are officers connected 


with the preparations of Royal revenue documents, 


The Naduvirukkum officers mentioned in the Kolar and in the 


3 


famous Tiruvalangadu plates” seem to have been associated 


with the Judicial cmsulting board for giving correz2t dec1Slons 


Contd. FN... : These officers were financially Sound enough tc 
contribute their income to the welfare of public - 3c.,X, Kl. 
1098; Virarakshasa Brahmamarayan an officer under Rajyadhiraja 
in 1050 - Ec., X;, Mb.105c, 106a; Rayavichchadira Brahmamarayar 
alias Irugan Sembideven, a Brahman landholder (Kaniudaiya) in 
Iratzylir in 1073 - £0.,X, Mb.105b; Vira S1a Bramaiarayan, tre 
lord of Sattanur in Kuvalala-nagu in 102 - Ec.,X, Kl.43; 
ಲ8yಿಂ೧d೩ಿ 01a Brahmemdrayan in 1089 - Ec.,X, Kl. 1498 - A11 
the above mentioned three officers served. under Kulottunga 
C೦]೩ in different regions; Udalya mattanda Brahmanarayan gliae 
Kuvalaiya tantiram, head of Nallur tow and an officer under 
Vikrama Cola 1n 1120 - E9., X, $d.9. 


1. Ec.,X, K1.111; KV. Subramanya Iyer., HSAD, P.150. The authcr 
‘says that 'mugavetti' was a personal noun derived from 
' Mugavedu' or index 1.6, that which gives the first words; 
Pallava Naranapuram Udaiyan Aravamudu an off1cer of the 
rank of mugavetti (offucer of the Royal seal) was promoted 
to the next higher rank of varipottagam (chief of 
Revenue Records). 

2, Vidai, means the release awparently of the draft of orders. 

3. 8IT., IIT, pp. 383 ff. 
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in the legality of transactions or to settle some disputes 
and they acted as arbitrators. Prof, sastri! interprets the 


term naduvi rukkum as l11aison. 
ಾಾದಬ್ಯ್ಯಖಾವಾವಾಚಣಾಸ ಜಾರುವ ರಯಿವಾ ಲಾವಾ ಇ 


To the same cadre belonged Superintendent, examiner, oversear 
or supervisor of Records i.e,, Puravuvaritinaikalakafik any ad 
an assistant to him is the Varippottagam or the store-keeper 
of Revenue Records. Lastly we have got the pattolaji or Head~= 
Clerk in the writing section of the Record Office and muga- 
Yeti the Officer of Royal seals, 


(2) 


The revenue functions relating to the mandalam were entrusted 
to the Mandalamudal. or chief of the mandalam as noticed in 
am insoriptxon” dated 1082 from Yelandur in Mysore district 
corresponding to Mudzgonda Colamandalam. This off:cer was 
authori sed by the Central Government to make entries in the 
puravuvar1 (Revenue register) and possessed the right of 
remission. In 1082 one Tondamanar figures as mandalamudali 
ak Telajikkadu aias Rayardyapuran in Mudigonda Cojamandalam 
who established a new brahnadeya village and made necessary 
entries in the revenue register (Puravuvari) under the direc- 


tions of the King. After a lapse of 22 years during Kulottunga 


1955, P. 168. 


1. K.A.N. Sastri, The Colas, Ed. 


2 Ec., XIV, Yl. 146. 
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CO1at's rule j.e., 1104, the mandala=mudal. Rajendra C೦೩ 
Brahmadhirajan revised and made fresh entries including 
grant of some additional land to the same brahmadeya village 


in the revenue register of the same mandal am. 


The mandalikas Sor feudatries who were also in charge/ 
ಮಾಾ್ಯಾಯ್‌ನಾದಾಬಂನಿಕಿದನಾಾಜಾ 


of provinces helped the centre in revenue matters and relieved 
it of its burden in the provinces or districts. These posts 


were Hereditary in character. 


(3) Local Officers; 


Apart from the central and provincial officers the local 
officers played a vital role in ensuring proper collection of 
revenue during the times of Imperial Colas. Tye zofdos and 
Kilavan” who were the village headmen played a significant 
role in theevolution of village economy and safeguarded the 
interests of the village even at the cost of their own lives. 
The gavundas and gimmdas participated in al1 the assembly 
discussions relating to revenue matters and they were res~ 
ponsible for the proper collection of revenue .** Panchachariya - 
pujaris, Sthariapati “or Sthanikas who were the temple officers 
shared responsibilities equally with the village office 
duties in regulating the temple treasury, x¥The 


1. Eee, XIV, Yl. 146. 

1a. Ece;VI(R), Sr. 67. 

2. Ec.,X, Mb. Sh. 

3, Ec.;IX, N1.37; From an inscription of Rayardya dated 1000 
it is stated that Perbbanna Mandayya Gamunda held the office 
of gmunda - Ec., X Mb. 209. K 

k, Eco V(R), Tne247. 
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There were: two classes of local officers in the Coja period 
1.6, Perundanam ( Senior -Officer-1n=charge of local revenue 


affairs) and S.rudanam” (Junior Officer=1n-charge) who acted 


as liaison officers between the ‘centre and the local authori- 


ties. ೨ 


The Heggade or pereade’ (for whom there 1s no corresponding 
officer in Tamil parts of the Cola empire) of the Kannada 
inscriptions of the COla period were the Senior village 


officers who granted tax remissions. 


The Snabova* or Kanakkan of Tamil records “an ubiquitous 
officer of the time responsible for preparing official and 

9 
legal documents including insoriptions"? ( Sasanam), and also 


maintained the village accounts dealing to land revenue. 


In southern Karnataka as in Tamil/ the term madhyastha who 
acted as an arbitrator performed the duties, was analogous to 
the Snabova as revealed in the following inscription: 

"By the direction of the Assembly, the madhyastha of this 


6 


village wrote this." Lcomtry 


The Kulakarani, Kanakkan (in Tamil) or ganaka are the village 
ವಿದಿ ಮಯದ 2 
Accountants of Harihara’'s Nambiyannana Ragale who wrote the 


1. Ec., V(R), Tn.229. 2. Ece,VI(R), Sr. 114, 

3. Ec., V(R), Tn.247 - Pergadde RZyarSyan in 1048. 

4. See Dikshit LSGMK., PP.65-66 for details; SIT.,IX(1) 
No.184, P.177. 

5. Kuppuswamy, G.R.,ECMK, P29. 

6. Ec, IX, op. 77. 


document prepared by him 1n his own handwriting md read 1t 


in the village Assembly. 


The officials of the ned or Taluk appointed by the C೦೩ govern-~ 


ment were NdaeZvunda”, Nadalvan, Nadadigarigal, Naparattar) 
[) ದಾಟದ 


and mannavar™”, Apart from this we have the sub=taluk officer 
or adhipati of the tala of Ededore-nad = 1000 who settled 


the shares of two persons’. 


Local Authorities: 


The village assemblies known various names as Sgmal ಮಿ, 
praye’ Sluiganan(2)®, mahajanas”whxch cons1 sted several. 
members apart from the officers performed the task of settl- 
ing and collecting the land revenue (nilavari tandugira) 


granting remissions of Yax frequently meeting for Assembly and 
10 


Panchayat discusslons. 


1. Harhara Kaviya Nambiyannana Ragale, Ed. TN. Srikantajah, 
T, Mysore, 1946, P.50. MN 

2. Ec, IIT(R), NJ.24., 3. Ec.,V(R), TN.229. 

4. Ec., IV(R), Ch.168. 5. Ec. III(R), Nye169. 

6. Ec., X, CB.19. 

7. E£c., IV(R), Y1.143, 

8. Ec., V(R), TN.67. 

9. Ec., VI(R), Sr.78; Refer G.S.Dikshit., LAMK, P. 130 ~- for 
detailed functions. 

10. Ec., IX, cp. 130, 151, 132. 
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Some of the duties performed by the mahajanas relating to 
revenue matters may be examined in detail with reference to 


the inscriptions: ~ 


(1) Survey amd Measurement of lands! 


(2) Grant of lands free of imposts:= An inscription” dated 
1012 refers to the grant of land by the nahajyanas to 
the god of Balambari free of all cess, 

(3) Appointment of Officers to assist them in collecting iad 
revenue spec1ally the Nagarakanakkan (Town Accountants) 
who looked after the tax regxsters of the Nagaram.” 

(4) Fixation of rent/share: = 
An instance” can be cited from Kolar district where the 
assembly of 18 vishayas or nadu fixed the governments! 
share (melvaram) at 1/5th of the produce of the forest 
tracts and dry crop lads, and 1/3 on rice lands under 
the tanks apart from the general land tax called nat tupattam 
on all thejinnabytant of the nd. Further the rate of 
cess on hill tribes (Vedar) and cultivators was to be 
one cloth (pudayal) for 1500 Kulys of lad, This 1s 
one of the few records which states in detajil clearly in 


8 
the rates of land and miscellaneous dues or taxdy. 


1. Ee., TKR), Sr.78; Ec», IK op. 88. 
2. Boer VI(R), Sr.78. 
3. Ec, IX, Cpe 131, 


4 Eo, X, Mb. 49a, 
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In Karnataka during the C0]a period the village panchayats 
was known as aymannigas or the five mami pas who exercised 
the Revenue functions of the Village Assembly either co-=opera- 
tively or sometimes independently. An instance from Channa~ 
patna taluk of Bangalore district? can be quoted here where 
the nédu made a sana or regulation, the five mamigas of 
the place: acted as witnesses. They also did the same for sale- 


೩eedಿs.) 


The chief executive of the town Assembly was the pattenasvani * 


or Mayor and the mandalasvami” 
Reece we encased 


noticed only in the Kannada 
areas** the Cola occupation head the right to levy tax on 
the lads and they had the power to amend the rules and regu- 


lations of land system, *¥*under 


Official Procedures and Methods of Tax Collection: 


Tirumandirevilai®; (written order) This term is used in 
connection with the duties of the central offices, which isa 
combination of three parts 1.e., tru (Sacred), mandiram 
(council) and Q1ai (order) or the sacred order or message 


conveyed by the King's council by a palm-=leaf. The officer 


1. Dikshit, LSMK, P59. 

2. Eee, IX, Ht. 

3. Ec., IIT, Ny. 4b. 

4. Ec., XT, Dg.59, P.1L0, 1. 81f£ (Text); Eco; IV, Ng.70. 
5. Ec., V(R), TN.67. | 

6. Eo, X, Kle112a - Tirumantiraolai Rajendra Solanallur 
Kilavan the Royal Secretary of Rajendra Cola-I in 1022. 
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who was the nearest relative of the Kingwas the Royal Messenger 
and Secretary. The orders explained as below (Tirunandiraola) 
issued and signed by the King, was sent through their Royal 
Secretary for entry in the Revenue Registers of the mandalam 

or district and ಗಕಡ್ಟೆಟ or taluks, The Royal Secretary was 
evidently in-charge of communicating the order in writing and 
attested by the next central officer known as tirumandjraola 
nayagam. These above mentioned two officers of the superior 
cadre were responsible. for the 1ssue and despatch of orders 


(Tiruvayakkelvi or oral order) issued by the King. 


Regarding the term Uvard which is found in an insc>1ption 

of Rayadhirdjya-I dated 1051, it means that after a careful 
scrutiny of the Revenue registers, the officers of she land 
Revenue Department signed and processed the documenz with 

the necessary taxes registered in it through the proper channel, 
We also have two other tems 1,€,, mingal end irangal which 


cannot be interpreted clearly. 


METHODS OF TAX COLLECTTON; 


The Imperial Colas adopted a well regulated proceduze for the 
smooth and efficient collection of taxes in Karnataka without 


causing undue hardship as revealed, from their records, 


° Ec, X, Kl. 19. 


1 
2. Ee., V(R), Kn. 116. 
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The impact of Taxation differed from Locality to locality 
depending upon the local authorities. Further durirg t1mes 

of war as in the period of Cola-Calukya conflict a war tax 

was imposed to meet war expenses and it proved to be quite 
heavy. This is reflected in the poor land grants issued by 
Virarayendra narrating local fights. Due to oppreseive 

nature of such tax the Village Assemblies were compelled to 
sell the Jewels of the temples for want of currency so as to 
purchase lands and cultivate it and later during Rajyaraya's (17) 


period the war-tax was withdrawn and made tax-free. 


A time was fixed for the payment of taxes and if they were 
not paid in time the cultivators were required to pay double 
the amount”. If the taxes were not paid at all, the free 


labour of a woman was taken without any payment. 


In this connection, it will be interesting to refer to the 
detail contained in a record” issued from Kolar district 
dated 1011 instructed to one Koyirramman, Collector of taxes 


and customs to recover dues, 


It also states that the officer shall recover for every goat 
or sheep (that they fail to supply) a fine (tandam) of 


> Kalanju of gold and in case he falls to recover the fine, 


1. Rao, CH., My.Gaz, Vol.IT, Pt.IT, P. 1089. 
2. £c., X, Mb. 49a. 
3. Ibid. 


4 £c., po K1.25, 
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he shall incur the great sin of killing a cow, If the gemunda 
of the nadu and gamunda of this village do not supply the goats 
ox sheep to Koyirraman, they shall be l11atle toa fine of 100 
Kalanju of gold and Koyirraman shall recover the said fins 


from them," 


It should be noted here however that there was no stiff oppo- 
sition to unusual levies, on the part of the citizens except 


1 
in some rare case 


The Cola government also ordered frequent remissions, exemp~- 


tions and withdrawals according to circumstances.” 


1. £e., X, Mb. 49a, 
2, Detailed reference to this point has already been made. 


earlier in the sub-section on Exemptions, Remissions and 
withdrawals. 


FOURTH CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER TV: 


RY, COMMERCE AND PROFESSION: 


Sections, 
TNDUSTRY: 


The C೦3೩ oceupied areas of southern Karnataka was noted for the 
promotion of some industries with a brisk internal aml extemal 
trade as evidenced by the inter=novement of individual mer- 
chants and the highly organised state of mercantile corpora- 
tions in various parts of the C೦3೩ empire. The Cola parts of 
Karnatak derived their major source of income from industries 
which was given impetus By active trade and commerce, We may 
discuss some of the {important industries which flourished in 
Karnataka duringthe period though the study is restricted by 
meagre evidences for the inscriptions mention little about 

the industries directly i.e.,, the method of production,the 
centres of manufacture eto. of course some of the contemporary 
literary works draw attention to the existence of industries in 
Karnataka which helps us to come to certain conclusions. The 
Mitaksara of Vi Mati svara assists us in throwing some light 

on the articles manufactured and sold in the open market and 
the taxes levied on them. Further the foreign travellers and 


geographers like Idrisi, Marcopolo etc., help us off and on, 


Artisans and craftsmen carried’on their business of mamufacture 
and trade under well organised guilds or autonomous Gcorpora- 


$ [3 
tions (Sreni). The inscriptions reveal that each industry 
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had’ 3tg: om, guild.., The Mtiksard refers to the guilds 
(srEnayan) of weavers and shoe-nakers eto. The guilds parti-= 
cularly in big tows and cities of the Cola period had oon~- 
siderable powers and influence in the society, This is also 
porne out by VijnanSsvara thus: "Let the King preserve their 
peculiar rules of conduct and also conserve bgeir hereditary 


craft? 


The following were the important industries flourishing in 


Karnataka under the 60 occupations 


(1) Textile industry 
(2) Oi1=mill industry 
(3) Manufacture of Metals 


(4) Miscellaneous. 


1. Textiles: 

Textile industry was one of the most important and wital 
industries in South India; Karnataka was no exception to it 
in the narufacture of different kinds and varieties of textile 


A RE | 
೬೦೦d, SonS svara) 


in his Athilasitarthachintamani refers to 
the royal wardrobe (vastra-bhogah) and gives us a list of the 
places of their origin i.c,, Nagapattana the Pagdya country, 
Anilavdta, Mulasthana, Kalinga, Vaiga, Sinhala-dvipa 


Mahacina and so on. 


1, Mitae,Il, 182, (Trans), PP. 1209-10. 
2. Ibid., 192 (Trans), P. 1229. 
3. Abhila,, IIT, 1062-66, PP, 294-5, 


+ 
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Cloth was woven from the yarn prepared out of different raw 
materials which was generally classified into four categories 
1.6, Cotton silk linen and wool, Cotton was uniformly culti- 
vated. throughout Karnataka as a commercial crop and the black 
soil (Kariyamannu) is know for its cultivation. We find 
mention of cotton clothings in the Cola insoriptions| and a 
tax (bannige) levied on it. Reference is also found mentioned 


3 


to the silk-cotton tree”. Harihara” mentions some varieties 


of silk cloth like devaAipa, cini and mahEcine x. 


Embroidering industry may have played the role of a small 
cottage industry as we get a rare instance of a lady donating 
gold embroidered clothes before oommitting sati on the death 
of her husband. * Except the periyapuraneam of Sekkilar, the 
literary works of Karnataka as those of SomSsvara, Nayasena 
and Harihara speak of s1lk varieties 1ike c1na and mahacina. 
It is conjectured that it may have been imported from china 


೨ 


or manufactured in the country” itself, 


Some of the flourishing centres of weaving industry as collec- 


ted from inscriptions are the followng: =~ 


1, Ec.,III(R), Ng.215; Ec.,IX, Nl.3; Nulu - Ec. III(i), Md. 
121, P.166 F, 1.48(Text); Gods cloth - Ec.,II1(i), TN.97, 
Pe292, 11.69-72 (Text). 

2. Ec., IX, Nl.7a, dated 1038. 

3. BaRa., PA, 11, 11 =13., 

4. Ec., III(R), Hg.60. dated 1057 - Harihara refers to clothes 
on which the figures of elephants (gajavali), 110n (Sidhavali), 
swans (nafhsavali), creepers (latavall) etc. were engraved. 

5, Gururayachar, 5, SAESLK, P70. 
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Binnamangalam , Malurpatna” and Aigandapura” in Bangalore 
district, Alur”, Kempanapura, Sttur and Kollegal in Mysore 


೨ 


district, Avani” and Kolar in Kolar district. 


2. Qin Industry 


Throughout the C೦೩ empire the oi1-mill industry was considered 
tobe a mayor one which catered to the needs of the citizens, 
temples and members of the royal family and officials. The 
Cola inscription refer frequently to oil-presses (Sektw)® and 
£2ಮ8ಿ. The southern portion of Mysore distmot i.e., region 


7 


around Chamaraj nagar was referred to as ennenad' or emmai-~- 


nZttu. It 1s generally noticed from the study of insoriptions 


that 011 or oil-mills formed the favourite object of grant by 


the individuals and groups of individuals to the temples. 


There were two types of oil=mills; 


10 


(a) Kagana “ worked by hand. They were either of wooden or 


9 
stone oil=mill (Kally Sekku). 


1, Ec., IX, N1.3. 

2. Ec., IX, op. 65, 88. 

3. Ece, IX, N1.38. 

4, Ec., IV(R), Ch.193., 

5. Bo, X, Kl. 108. 

6. Ec., X, Mb.105a. 

7. Ec., IV( ii), Ch.83, 

8. Zbid,, Ch.197. 

9, Grant of an oil-=mill for the god at Yeldur - Ec.,X, Mb, 

105೩, 

10. Ec., III(R), Hge29; Ibid.,NJ.201. 
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(b) Bttu-ezna (in Tamil : Brudu -SEkku) operated by oxen. 

Some of the important 0il=mill industries as can be gathered 
from the bilingual records of the Imperial Colas where located 
in the following places of southem Karnataka $ 


/ 


Nenjengud”, Hegeddevanakote?, Chamarajanagar* in Mysore 
district, Avi, yeldur” in Kolar district, MajUrpatna? in 


Bangalore district and Kunigal’ in Tumkur district. 


(3) Manufacture of Metals and others: 


This can be divided and studied broadly under 4 heads; 
(a) Jewellery 

(b) Household and articles of public use 

(c) Building industry 


(4) Weapons of war. 


(a) Jewellery: 


Jewellery seems to have been a object of luxuryous trade 
right from ancient times, the temples, royal court and nobi-~ 
lity heavily depending on 1t. The poor people could not 
afford to buy jewellery. The Tanjore inscriptions helps one 
to conclude about the highest watermark which reached during 


the period of Imperial Colas in the art of Jewel manufacture. 


1. Ec.,III, My.9. 

2. Ec, III(R), N3.201, 

3. Eco, III(R), Hg.29. 

4, Ec IV(i1), Ch.83 - Enmenad. 
5. Ec.,X, Mb. 1058. 

6. Ec., IX, Cp.88. 

7. Ec., Xl, Kg.2. 


| 188 
Prof. K.AN. Sastri in this connection remarks thue;s "The 
ornaments mentioned have long since gone out of use and no 
really 01d omament has survived the ravages of invasion 


1 
and war," 


There are many var1et1es of gold ornament referred in the 
Cola records of Karnataka often embedded with some precious 
stones, gems or Jewels, We have mention of a gem cr part of 


a Jewel called as naligangapadikkal in the Tanjore insoription* 


2೩ 


C.H.Rao““thinks that it was obtained from Gangapadi and Dr. 
Hultzsch interprets the gem as beryl. Indeed there are some 
records referring to titles being conferred with golden 


bands (patta)?. 


A record Rajendra Cola-I dated 1020-21 states that 50 
golden images (ganja) were seized from a culprit by the 
King's officials, This isa clear case of robbery but it is 
possible to conclude indirectly that prior to the possession 
of excess £೦14, the governments permission had to be sought 


and g01d control existed to a certain extent, 


The preparation and possessing of gold was a thriving industry 

in the Cola times often referred to as tulainiraisempon (a 

gold standard?) carefully examined and weigked by nirakal” 
LLL 


1. Sastri, K.A.N., The Colas, P. 593. 
2. 81. 1, P. 196. 

2a. Rao, C.H., Mys. Gaz, P, 984. 

3. Ec, I,Cg. 65. 

3a. Ec.,IV(R), Hs.5. 

4. Ec., V(R), TN.230. 
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and KiSukal, later sent to the market for sale and further 
use with the making of omament., Sometimes the temple treasury 
(bhandara) served the purpose of storing (pullion?) gold”. It8iS 
quite obvious to presume that the temples also patronised the 
gold industry, though wedo not have mention of the various 
omaments in ೦.೩ inscriptions except the ear=ring ( Sevikkavu) 


3 


for the god, HSnasdllise' s* description of ornaments gives 


an insight to prevalence of similar omament in Karnataka of 
C0L೩ times and is also corroborated by sculptural evidences’ 
like herostones, Satikals etc.,, and croSs=referred to by the 
contemporary Kannada works, It becomes therefore clear that 


gold omaments were in large use among the members of different 


classes specially royalty and mobility. 


Plates of gold or sometimes a gold Kalasa were often presented 
to temples. A record! of Vikrama Cola dated 1120 states, that 
a footstool made of pure gold was offered to the god Somich- 
chara of Sugatur apart from the silver ornaments mentioned. 


elsewhere in the record. 


1. EcesV(R), TN. 227. 

2, Ec., V(R), TN. 227. 

3. Ec., V({R), TN. 232 dated 1035-36. 

[0 SomSsvara, Manasollasa St: 1050-1097 ~ refer for details. 

5. MA.R., 1937, pp.45=53; The Kaliyuru record of Aprameya, 
Viceroy of Rayaraya-I dated 1006 - Ec., V(R), TN.220; The 
Siddanahalli Herostone of Rajéndra Cola dated 1041 depict- 
ing the heroic deeds and sati of a woman - Ec., IX, Ht.11. 

6. Eo.,X(1), CB.2k. 

7. £o.;, X, $4.9. 

8. Ec., XVIL, Kl. 263. 
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Gold mining operations could be traced to a very early period 
in Karnataka. For instance: in Kolar district there is the 
acient mound called Dimaladinne which is quite vast and very 
ashy, leading us to infer that gold was extracted in olden 
days!, Right from the ancient times the Kolar gold fields 
were utilised for mining gold, It has been observed that 
there were practically no discoveries of payable quartz out- 
crops of any importance. Such outcrops having been removed 


centuries earlier by the ancient Miners." 


The gold mining occupation in Kolar district under the super«- 
vision of Rajaraja-I enabled him to stabilise the Co]a 
economy for further expansion as can be observed from the 
numerous grants which included mostly gold omaments to the 
ಕ್ರಂಡೆdೇss pidariyar of Kuval2la-Zdu’. Even Rajyarayats succes- 
sors gave much importance to Kolar district by making grants 
and scon after the C೦1೩ expulsion from Karnataka in 1116, we 
find Vikrama Cola in 1120 ruling the whole of Kolar district. 
This was primarily political in character and secondarily 

due to the vast treasure site which made the Imperial Colas 


stronger in Kolar region than elsewhere. 


(Db) Household and Articles of public use: 
While vessals made of gold and other metal were in use in 


temples and royal courts the common citizens resorted to 


1, Gururajyachar, 5, MESIK., p. 81. 


Gold Mining Industry 1n India (Geological society of India 
Memoir 1, Bangalore, 1963), P.59. 
3. Eco; X, Kl. 1064, 108. 
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copper only. Three types of lamps both of copper and bronze 
are found granted to temples, They are as follows: 

(a) Pidivilaeku 

(Db) Txrunandevylakku” 


(©) Kuttuvilakku” 


An undated Tamil record” palaceographically assignable to the 
11th century registers a gift of copper and silver vessels 
and other objects of worship like talyga, (eating plate; a 
certain quantity of boiled rice offered to idols in temples), 
tiruvady (anklet wom to an image of deity), Kendi(7), man 


(bell), vettil (cup) etc., to the temple of Virrurunde perumal. 
(0) Building Industry: 

The temple was the public property and the Colas are know 
for their magnificient constructims with lofty gopuras. The 
brick processing and stone industry was one of the mayor 
industries, though there are no direct references from the 
inscriptions. An example? can be cited where an officer 
replaced the brick built temple of pidariyar with stone 
probably owing to age. Right from the period of Rayaraya 
impetus was given to brick industry though from 1033 onwards 
during Rajendra Cola's time stones came to be used more for 


constructions. This was largely due to the availability of 


1. Eee» V(R), TN.233, dated 1015-16. 
2. Ec, X, K1.106a, dated 1019. 

3. fos X> Mb.42f, dated 1096. 

4, Ec., VI(R), pp. 75. 

5. Ec., X, Kl. 1098, 
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rocks and rocky mountains in abundance in the Kolar and 
adjoining regions. An insoriptzon! of Rayaraja dated 991 
from Mysore states that chunam and plaster was used for reno~ 


vating the temples. 


Consecration of images of gods and goddess common on all 
festival occasions and for worship, we have sufficient allu- 
sions to show that the casting of metallic images had con~ 
siderably progressed in the period, A group of pronze” cast 
ings in the figure of Nataraja, Siva, Parvati and two femi~ 
nine deities has been found in Kudalur, a village about four 
miles from chamapatna (Bangalore district). These bronzes 
which have been palaeographically assigned to 11th century of 
the Cola period 1s known to be "some of the rare and valuable 
metallic sculptures discovered in the stat. The period 
evidently attained the skill of perfection in the art of 
manufacturing alloys and casting them into artistic, beautj- 


ful forms and shapes. 


Music patronised both by the royal dignitaries and temple 
authorities necessitated the supply of instruments of diffe- 
rent varieties. The famous Sitturu inscription” of Hajndra 


Cola-I dated 1032 contains the only detailed reference in 


1. Ec, IV(R), ch. 145. 
2. MAR., 1947-56, pp. 32-33 (plates VI-¥Y). 
3. Gururajyachar, 5, SAESLK, P89. 
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% 3 
Karndtaka to five musical instruments (PeXichamahasabda) namely 
tyvali, datte, Khandyke, Jayagante and Kale. It further sti- 
pulates that music was to be caducted in the temple of Srot- 
tiyuru or Suttur thrice daily. The record however remains 
silent about the metals used in manufacturing these musical 


instruments, 


(d) Weapons of Wan: 


a 
It is/known fact that weapons used in times of war were gene~ 


rally made of 1ron or steal, though there is no direct men- 
tioning of weapon industry. An insoriptzon" refers to swords 
(val); daggers spear, bow (vil) and arrows, banners, trumpets 
etc., which were used by the respective regiments. Another 
insoription” from the same district palaeographically assigned 
to the 11th century A.D. refers to a person (ballasyya) evi- 
dently skilled in the making of swords. The Kannada literary 
sources) give a clear description of the manufacture of 
various military armaments. It can be concluded based also 
on the huge armed and naval strength of the Imperial Colas 
that the weapon industry was no less inferior than the other 


industries, 


1, INepE V(R),TN.220; Boo, IV(R), ch. 146, 
2. MAR., 1934, No.38. 

3. Dhamanrtatfiof Nayaséna., I, 7.47, P. 309; Mana.,IV, 1-96, 
ppe 155 171 = Also see introduction PP, 25-28. 
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(4) Miscell meous: 
It is really unfortunate that we do not have evidences about 
the most important industries like Jaggery, Sugar and salt 


manufacturers though the sugar=-cane growers were taxed |. 


Betal=chewing a custom in ancient days is seen from the fact 
that grant of vast tracts of Betel-nuts or arecanuts garden 
were made i.6., 2daykkay and Verui gay1® Most of the Cola 
inscriptions in and around Kolar district is noticed for 
abundant growth of Betel-=nut crop, constituting the major 
1tem of export. Betel processing industry 9೦ ಬಂಂಂly asso~ 
ciated with cultivation of betel vines and harvesting them 


for sale and consumption, 


Minting: 

We cannot come to any definite conclusion whether there was 

# minting done privately owned and under government Supervision 
in Karndtaka during the sway of the Imperial C6las. A hoard 

of silver coins found in Kartoka, North Kanara district has 


2 


been assigned to Rajyarajya and Rayadhniraya by G.R.Bhat” and 


B. Chattopadhyaya) 


respectively. As Rajarajya was the first 
Cola ruler to enter the Tuluva country and Konkana it might 
be surmised that Rajaraya issued. then. The successors of 


Rayaraya had separate mints for Karnatak reglon though the 


1. Boe; X(1), Kl. 110, 

1a. Ec., X, Mb.106b, Trans, P12, 

2. Guxurajya Bhat,, SIHC, PP. 34-35, 

3, Chattopadhyaya, B., CCSSI, P. 61-61. 
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coins were issued from the central mint, The Tadimaljingli 
inscript1 om! of Rajendra Coja-1 refers to one Dharmakanakkan 
as weighing a type of gold coin (tulaynirai Sempon). He was 
attached to the mint office and regularly scrutinised the 


weight and content of the outgoing coins. 


Smale Scale Stries: 


We have references to potters (Kusavar)”, carpenter (tachcher)? 
blacksmiths (Kemmara)”, panchala (smiths?)’, goldsmiths 
(tan), stone -masons (Kal-tachchan)! Artisans(Kuligan 
Kulika)®, These were the mini or cottage industries not 
financed _ directly by the Cola government but in turn managed 


individually or by groups. 


INDU STRTAL TAXES: 


The common tax noticed from the Cola inscriptions was the 


loom=tax or maggadere or tari irai’ imposed on weaving industry 
ಲಾಲಾ 


10 


accutarl or vari = the dues collected from the weavers; tax 
ಾಾಾಾಾನಿಲಮ ಹೀನವಾದ ed 


1. Ece,V(R), TN.229, 

2. Ec.,X, K1.1064, 108. 
3. Ec., IX, op. 88. 

4, Ec., V(R), My. 221. 
5, 1bid. 

Eg., IV(R), Yl. 97. 
7. Ec, IX, op. 77. 

8, Ec., V(R), Kn. 116. 
9. Ec., IX, Nl.3. 

10. SEZ., (1), No.6k. 


MN 
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on Sugarcane mills! (2); The tax on oil=mills was called as 
Sekkuvari and the tax on metal workers was tattarpattam”. 
Still there is reference to some of the don rs 1n Nandi temple 
paying the maniyaram#(2) - the tax on bells used in the 


temples for conducting worship. 


An inscription) 


from the Mysore region dated 1104 refers to 
taxes levicd on the mining of gold and 1ron, Taxes on mint~ 
ing were also levied and dues were collected in the forn of 
Ur-kalanjyu-Kachchanam (gadyana), madaikkuli (tax on manufac~ 
turing madai), periyanadai po...«.:» Chohinnan (7) and d sa- 
Vandam which are the intemal dues collected on the industries 


before the release of articles to the markets and outside 


the comtry.” 


Taxes on intérnal administration (antardyam) of the varlous 
industries working in the Cola province of Karnataka inclusive 
of gadyana (Kachchanam)” levied. The rates of tax on superior 
or noble metals (coins) like gadyana, nada and pon was at a 
higher percentage than in the case of the other. Though the 
imperial Colas made innumerable grants in gold they were 


careful enough to stock sufficient quantity of gold and to 


1. £0», X, K1.111, dated 1027. 
2. Ec., IV(R), Yl. 98. 

2a. Zo, X& B25 

3, Ec., IV, Ch.197. 

4, Ec.,IV(R), ¥Y1.98 ~ Record. of Kulottunga Cola-T dated 1104. 
5. Ec, IV(R), Y1.98. 
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maintain its continuous nanufacture without any wastages as 
jis see from the major exports thus stablising the state's 


economy. 


Sectiomn=2: 
TRADE AND COMMERCE: 


xp 
Industry is said to be the parent and the offspring to,as trade. 
Trade is generally considered to be the media for the distri- 
bution of industrial products, The Colas af Tanjore consi- 
dered the pronotion of trade as a vital aspect of the stability 
and prosperity of economy both in their home country and 
Karnataka too, The Cola insoriptions reveal about the brisk 
trade activities carried on by the various mercantile bodies 

of Karnataka and other states which uplifted the socio-economic 


life of the people of those times, 


Much information cannot be gathered. from the insoriptions 
regarding the exports and imports, But one has to rely on 
the foréighi notices though belonging to later period. Vijfa- 
svara- the Cರ1a contemporary however helps us indirectly to 
know. the ideas and practices prevalent in his period about 


the foreign trade, 


Articles of Trade: 
Articles. like precious stones, skins, betel-leaves, vegetables, 
arecanuts, rice, Jjowar, gold and jJewelled ornaments, sarees 


and some miscellaneous articles formed the most {important 
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“articles of merchandise. 


The commercial aetivities during the period can be broadly 


lass fied. and studied under two heads; (1) Foreign trade & 
(11) Inland trade, 
({) Foreign trade: 


Soon after the conquest of Kamataka the imperial C014 mein- 
tained regular trade contacts with other parts of the country 
and when Najaraja captured Tuluva and Konkana i% 16 much 
likely tha¥ for a short period foreign trade expanded %0 the 
westem Sea& like the maritime trade across the Bay of Bengal. 


vi aff svara? refers to the different contexts of foreign 

trade of Kamataka which helps us to know the general condi- 
tions. Though the Colas had political rivalry with the 
westem Chajukyas of Kalyan and other rulers of Karnataka 

it is quite clear that the internal trade between the two 
states was not impeded, This applies also to the international 


trade. 


It is intereSting to note here, though of the later period 
ಕಿರಿ6ಬರ a merchant -prince Kanmaga Cotbi -Setti who is said to 
have Specialised in the import . by sea wherein horses, 
elepharits and pearls were sold to the rulers of the country 
he visited. Further there is mention of his brother Dasi- 


Setti who transported. goods from east to west and those goods 


1. Mita, IIT, 265 (Trans), Pe 1834; Ec.,IX, cp. 82, 83% Boe; 
XK, Mre10%; Ece,IX, KneT2; Ec.,X, ot. 78. 
2 Mita. IT, 252-54 (Tr), DD 129490, 
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which were suitable from west to east; and products from the 


North to south and vice versal, 


Some literary works” mention that the Co]as prevented the 
traders of Karnataka from having progressive commercial 
contacts with Ceylon, The reason seems to be very ohscure 
but the Kannadigas were capturing the trade line of the Colas 
who were busy competging with Ceylon's trade and commerce 


which probably accounted for such a measure, 


೨ of the ruler of 


It is significant to note that the records 
Airlangga (1019-42) of Java states that the ports were om-~ 
trolled by him i.6,, located 1n the mouth of the Brantas in 
- the Bay of Surabaya refers to the traders from 
Kammataka besides Kalinga, Bengal, Ceylon etc. It is tobe 
specifically mentioned here that the Tamil Merchants of the 
C0]a empire flourished well in Java, Sumatra amd Malay Archi 
pelago and its quite likely that some merchants from Kamataka 
Joined. them and supplied. rich merchandise articles throughout 
the Kannada Country irrespective of Cola domination in 


Karnataka. 


1, Ec.,V, AK.22, dated 1168. 

2, The Culavafisa states that the CSlas myaned the Snhalase 
messengers which they were passing through the Coja country 
on their way to Karnataka Enraged by this unfriendly aot 
Vijayabahu declared war on the CTlas - Culavata., I, 60, 
24-28 ~ Srikantika, P.157 FN. | 

3. RC. Majyumdar.,, 

Asia, P53. 
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(ii) Inland trade: 


Apart from this, commercial contacts continued to be maintained 
with the so-called ancient divisions of India, The SMikaripur 
record] dated 1054 supplies the infomation about the merchants 
of Kamataka who visited places like Cera, Cola, Pಷಡya, Magadha; 
Saurastra eto, and in tum the merchants of these regions 


exchanged their goods with Karnataka products. 


EXPORT §; 

The C೦೩ period is noted for the export of agricultural produots 
as the major item though the absence of evidences about exports 
and imports precludes a detailed study. General conclusion 

can be drawm based on the articles grown and manufactured as 


evident from the numerous grants of the Imperial Colas, 


The Nidugal 0೩s 


of Hemavati were initially the feudatories 
of the Imperial Colas had shown keen interest in carrying out 
trade on an extensive scale. The articles of trade were 
numerous and the local orgamisations concentrated more on 
exports. Thus we have a C೦೩ chief Tribhuvanamalla Cola 

and the desi merchants of four dialects (Tamil, Telugu, 
Kanarese and Malayalam) along with the co-operation of the 


Nakaras of Heflyeru who levied and collected a fixed fee on 


1. £0, VIL, SK. 118. 
2, For a study of Nidugal Colas Refer Kuppuram, G., “The 
Nidugal CdLas -A brief study (1100~1285)" in 1st Procec- 


Congress, Maduray, 1980-81. 
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all goods which were exported such as the following: Gold 
piece, rice, paddy, saffron, yak-tail, cuscus, cotton-thread, 
beads, sealing wax, areca, rock-salt, wax, Resin hemp, wool, 
sandal (from Coorg and Mysore), silk=thread, tiger skin, lead, 
tin, grass: firewood, vegetables, salt, sugar, sarees, lamp- 


011, cocoanut, palm, wine ad. wheat !. 


tTnis long list of articles" as observed by A. Appadoral “put 
into market and the volume of exchange that such a trade 
should have involved in order to make the merchants endow a 
part of the profits thereon, evidently indicates an advanced 


state of commercial progress and economic prosperity.” 


TMPORT S; 

Harzihara the Kannada Court poet of the Hoysalas amd & contem- 
porary of Sekkilar the author of Perlyapuranan and minister 
of Kulottunga. Cola-II maintained. good cultural ties with the 
Imperial Colas as well as the Tamil country, He refers to 
the pearls of Tamaraparnz as being imported). Fhe Imperial 
Colas who traded with the Chinese imported Chinese silk 


(Cinamahacina) through the ports of Karnitaka”. 


Horses and elephants constituted important arv1cles of import 


the latter obtained from the Northern provinces of India, 


11 of 1917; 213 


1. ARE., 88 of 191441915, pt.il, para36; 
of 1918; £c., IV, P. 297. 

2. Appadorai, A., ECST , Vol.l, PP. 338-2 - Refer for tows 
and internal trade in South India, 

3. Ba.Ra., P. 85., 1.68. 
Mayumdar, R.C., (Bd), Hxstory and cul ‘of the Indian 
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The Mercantile guild 1.e,, the 500 gvamis of Ayyavole are 
known for trading high breed elephants! Ball1gave or 
Belagamve capital tow in Shimoga district and in the shadow 
oX Cola domination was an important export -import centre, 
The items imported were elephants, horses, pearls, white 
clothes, musk and sandal from Gandhara, Turushka, Sinhala, 


Cola, Magadha and Maleyala respectively.” 


Likewise Venugrama or Belgaum, chief tow in Kundi 3000 with 
4000 burghesses had its ow merchants from ೦೦, Maleyala 
and other places - an important import-export town, Even 
Sirisingi (014 Hirisingi) attracted merchants from Tamil, 
Telugu, Lafa and Maleyala who made business with a variety 


of articles.) 


Centres of Trade: 


A number of inland tows in Karnataka during the Cola period 
played an important role in the intemal and international 
trade attracting several people both foreign _and inland, 


Some of them as noticed from inscriptions are as £0llows: 


Mysore district 


Agara” 


Alur” (Hale -Aluru) 


1. Boe, VII, SK118 dated 1054, 

2. £hid., SK.100, P.188 1.36FF, (Text); Ibid., 96. 

3. For instance we notice names of merchants like Elenambi~ 
Setti, Maleyala Setti and Kondananbi Settl ~- INKK.,No.15, 
ವಾ್‌) 6 ಜಿ PR ಮಾ ಮಾ 
P1357; Kle,l, 25. 

4 Ec.,IV(R), Y1.143., 5, Ec, IV(R), ch. 186. 
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Jodi Kempanapure | Coorg District: 


Nandigunda” (Nanyangud) Me.lamb1 


Mudigondan> Kolar district: 
°« 13 | 
Kollagara* (Kollegal) Kuvalala (Modern Kolar) 
1h 
Marigale Avani 


Srottiyur® (Sittiir) 


Mayilanigai or Malingi” (Tedinalingi) 


Talaikked” alias Rajarajyapura 


Panasoge or Hamasoge? 
Tumkur district: 


10 


Henjeru ” or peruncheru (in Tamil) 


Kuningal  ! (Kmigal). 


1, Ec.,IV(R), Ch.146. 

2, Ec.,TII(R), NJ. 201, 

3. Ec.,IV(R), Ko.2, 102 & 103. 
4, Ec.,III(R), Hg.32. 

5. Ec.,IV(R), ch. 133 & 134, 
6. Ec., III(R), Ny. 215. 

7. Ec., V(R), TN. 232. 

8. Ec,, V(R), TN.172. 

9, Ec», V(R), Kn. 30, 33. 
10. Ec., XII, M.. 92-94, cl.16, pg. 45, 53. 
11. Eco, XIl, Kge2. 

12. Ec., I(R), cg. 65. 

13, Ec., X, Kl. 108. 

14. Ec., X, Mb. 49a, 
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Bangalore district; 


Malirpatna| 
Hoiganur or Pung anur” 


Hosakote) ps 


Other places: 
Hult” (Belguam district) 


Péndiyur. 


Prices of Articles: 


The prices of essential commodities such as rice, vegetables, 
ghee remained cheap and did not show any erratic or vLolent 
fluctuation though as can be indirectly gathered from ins-~ 
oriptions which ‘remain _s1lent, It can be presumed that 
cheap living was assured by low prices, custons and conven= 


tions and absence of speculation” 


It may be worthwhile quoting some of the Cola inscriptions 
mentioning about the prices of different articles arranged 


tabularly: 


1. Ec., IX, cp. 88, 127, 133 & 135. 
2. 8c., IX, op. 42a. 

3. Ec., IX, Ht. 111, 142, 
LL. KT, 1, 25. 

5. Kuppuswany, G.R., ECMK, P. 185, 
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Commodity Rate Reference 


&.No. Year 


1. 1057 1 Cow 26 and 30 Kasu Eo.,X; 
(1 Ksu equiva- Mb.107. 
lent to 1/100 of 

a panam - Sircar, 

D.C es IER, Pe150). 


ಬಾ 
2, 1071 1 Seep + Kasu ad 3/8 Fo.,X, Kl. 
Kasu. 108. 
BK it 12 cubits of 3} Kasu iif tit 
cloth. 
ಡಿ tw A piece of cloth. 1/8 Kaku wm ue 
5. ir 9 clothes. 11/8 Kasu(each) mn 
6. wn 3 mafjyada of gold. + Kasu me wt 
7. wu 2 bits of clothes. 1/8 Kasu sa i 
8. wi } Kalafiju of gold. 1 Kasu iit iit 
9. tn Cloth for a wirgin.+ Katu wn un 
10, wu Cloth for wrapping ™ wit wi 
round the Kettle 
drum, 
1. wit Cloth for a flag. 3 Kasu it ii 
12 hn Cloth for wrapping 1% Kasu wil un 
round the Kumbas 
13, wt 8 She-buffaloes 2 Xasu (each) HH wu 
(totally 16 Kasus) 
14. in 2 clothes for } Katu wi ww 
temple priest, 
15- we 3 Kalanyus of 2 Kabu(each) Hit wid 
gold. (Total = 6 Kasus) 
16. wit Drugs (Smapana + Kau ti wi 


Dravyam) 
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When carefully studied the record ! also states that the price 
ratio between rice and paddy was 2:5, After cletning five 
measures of paddy one could get as much as two measures of 
rice. As the people were not much familiar with currency 
units, paddy acted as the medium of exchange. To pound five 
measures of paddy, the wages fixed for the worker was § mea~ 
sure of rice. Similarly in respect of other groceries 1 nal 
of paddy was exchanged. for 1/6 nali of ghee, 1 nali of curds, 
10 arecanuts, 20 plaintain leaves or 1/6 nali of 011. It is 
interesting to note that paddy and eurds were fixed at the 
same price accidantly., And even for the purchase of clothes 
for god, price needed for the cost of the cloth is mentioned 


in terms of paddy, 


COMMERCTAL TAXES” 


9 


The word Siru Sungam” (Minor tolls) which occurs in Tamil 


iforiptions of the Colas or the Sulka in Sanskrit corresponds 
toa special duty levied on several commodities of sale 
meant for export and import (nagannai) ”. A11 goods carried 
by both human and animal transport were subjected to a cess 


whether utilised for construction of temples, tanks and other 


Bce,X, K1.1064, 108; Ibid.,Mb.49a; Also refer K.V.S. Iyer, 

HSAD., Madras, 1917, PP. 375-76, 

2, For a detailed discussion of commercial taxes in Karnataka 
Refer SG. Ghatapanadi., Taxation in Ancient and Medieval} 
Kamataka, (unpublished. Thesis), Karnatak University, 
Dharwar, 1977. 

3. Ec.;X, Mb. 49a; K.A.N. Sastri., The Colas, P.599 - Refer for 
explanation of sungam, 

4, Ec., IV(R),Y1Le98, 
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buildings for society's benefit. The antarayam is the general 
transit or custom duty levied on every article manufactured 
and sent out to the market for sale, This was levied to main-~ 


tain the standard of the goods manufactured as export quality.” 


Shops were also taxed in the Cola region of Karnataka for 
which the only solitary evidence forthcoming from Mall rpatna, 
Channapatna taluk of Bangalore district in the 17th Regnal 


year of Kulottunga ColasI dated 1086 refers to the taxes levied 
on minor shops (Chirrangadippattam). 


Perydunke* or Hej yunka a mayor toll levied at the time of 
sale of commodities was left independently to be collected by 


the respective regional authorities, 


The term Veddaviysbari” is found mentioned in an undated ins- 
cription of Kulottunga Cola-1 which presupposes that he was a 
merchant who sold betelnuts, Yaddaryula which is a cess levied 
in Karnataka on Superior or quality ಆ೦೦ಕೆ್‌ might be very 
closely associated with the above mentioned merchant who 
transacted arecanut business, if we presume that betal was a 


luxury item. 


Articles which included groceries of daily utility and luxu- 

rious items has been discussed under export section, 

2, Ec., IV(R), Y1.98 dated 1104, 

3. Ec., IX, op. 77. 

4, See Murthy., KSSA, P.400; SIZ., IX(i), No.170, p.165, 11, 
21-22. | 

5. Ec, IV(R), Yl. 143, 

6. Kuppuswamy, G.R., ECMK, Pe 154, 
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CONMERCTAL ASSOCIATIONS: 


Merchant and Merchant guylds: 


It is very important to mention the merchants and merchant 
guilds or associations who played a leading role in regulating 
commerce on proper lines augmenting the material wealth of 

the rulers and country serviced by them, Kamataka in partl- 


cular and South India in general. 


Merchants who had generally migrated from other parts of India 
and domiciled in Karmataka had contacts with the traders of 


Kerala, Lala, Cola and Teluniga countries. ! 


During the period of Cola political activity in Karnataka, 
Tamil (Tigulas) merchants from the Tamil country came and 
settled in different parts of Karnataka Lor trade purposes, 
Reference may be o1ted to one periyaluva-setti of Akkuru,/a 
sub-division of the Colas in the Tamil country, constructed 

a temple and donated some lands to 1t at Henjeru” in Tumkur 


district. J a brahmadeya in Rajyaraya Valanadu, 


Another instance can be cited about the migration of Tamil 
merchants to the northern most portion of Karnataka. This 
record which 1s palaeographically assigned to 12th century 


A.D. from Hangal’ (Dharwad district) refers to the marking of 


1, SIT, IX(1), 297. 
2. SIT., IX(i), 268, dated 1162, 
3. KT, V, 105, 
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Cd ws? a 
the boundary of the street (Keri) of Ramesvaradeva (set up by?) 


Nandanapille where the Tamil merchants (Tigulabevahari) had 
settled, 


The Tamils also had their own tow-hall and trade-assemblies 
who had settled in puli or Huli (Belgaum district) along with 
the weavers of the place but these guilds worked under the 


general instructions of the assembly of the tow.” 


The inscriptions often refer toa variety of trade guilds as 


follows: 


Five hundred svamis of Ayyavdle, 
A 
Nanadesis, 
Settis, 
Settiguttas), 
Ly 
gavares and 
Vira Bafanyu. 


] ] pe 
Nanadesi 82 


ww 
೨ಜಿ ubhaya NenZdzss° may be interpreted 


sw 
The terms Nanadesis 
according to the type and nature of the mercantile activities, 


They were the largest merchant guilds in South India patronised 


1, ARSIE.,17 of 1940-1; EZ., XVIII, P.196. 
2. Dikshit, G.S., LSMK,P. 167. 

3. Ec.,ITI(R), Ny. 241, dated 1027-28. 

4, Tbid. 

5, Eo III(R), Nj. 213. 

6. Ec., V{R), Kn. 166. 
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not only by the Imperial Colas but also by other Imperial dy- 
nasties of South India. M. Arokiaswamy says thus: "the Nnz- 
dSsis were men of honour and boundless charity who Spent a good 
part of their profits from trade on public benefactions with- 
out distinction of caste, sect or religion" An insoription” 
from Kurugody, Bellary district dated 1177 mentions that the 
NéndaZsis merchants from L೩ಡಷಿ C೦]a, Maleyala, Telufiga and 
Kannada reglons met in an assembly and made some endowments 


toa temple, 


The most famous and celebrated merchant guild was known as 

? ಬಾ pe 
the 500 svem}s of Ayyavole or the modern Aihole. This was 
equally well known 1n Tamylnad as Ainnurruyar or more clearly 


ಇಂ 


a “°xwm wn) 9 
as Nanadesa-Tisaiyayirattu-Ainnurruvar. Prof. KAN. Sastri” 


158 of two opinions regarding the above mentioned terminology: 


(1) The five hundred of the thousand directions in all 
countries, 
(i1) The ome thousand and five hundred from all countries 


and directions. 


But the scholar says that as the guild is often mentioned as 


lf A 
Nanadesis or Axynnurruvar the first interpretatiom may be 


eve 


taken to be the correct one. 


1.-Arokiaswany,M., The Kofigu country, University of Madras, 
1956, P. 288. 


2. S1., IX(i), 297; KLI, 25; ET, XII, Poo. 
3, K.A.N.Sastri., The Colas, PP. 595-596. 
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Fleet land A.Appadorai” point out to the earliest reference to 
the five hundred svamis of Ayyavole xn the 01d Kannada record 
in the characters of 8th or 9th century A.D. which is engraved 
om the front face of the east wall of the Lad ~khintemple at 
Aihole in Bijapur district of Karnataka state, Further Prof. 
sastri) refers, to two Tamil records at Munasandai (Pudukottai 
region) to the 9th Century A.D. to the guild of the five 
hundred as the earliest reference to the guild in Tamilnadu 


and the latest reference being dated 1680. 


As far as the Jurisdiction of the five hundred gulld is con- 
cerned it spread upto M.rajy, Bijapur in the north and Tinne-= 
vely in the extreme south, But it has to be noted that the 
erstwhile Mysore region which also included. the Kofigu country 
was the nucleus centre of trade for these mercantile Asso~= 


clatimsS. 


wm nm 
The ubhaya-Nanadesis according to P.B. Desai” are the two-= 
fold classes of the mercantile Association carrying on thelr 


activities inade as well as outside the country. 


PO 
The Nanadesis who were a powerful autonomous corporations 
received recognitLon both from the central government and 


village sabhas of the Cola empire. 


1. JA.sVIIT, P.287; VI, P138(n). 
2. A.Appadorai,, ECSL., Vol.T, P39; JIH.,XKV, Pe276. 

3. K.A.N. Sastri,, opecit » Pe. 596. 

4. Desai, P,B., Jainism 1n South India and some Jaina ep- 


graphs, Molapur, 1957, pp. 275-76. 


193. 
They maintained their own army for the protection of thelr 
goods in transit. Their organisation can well be equated wth 
commercial militia. During the course of trade they set up 
trading towns called as Erivirapattana which can be compared 
to the banen)u-vattenas or mercantile towms of Karnataka 


Teridsl (Bigapur district) was not only knowm as banmjyu-vat~ 
ಲಾರ್‌ K £ . 
tana but also a nadaveya name” (? some: sort of ‘Transit camp! 
for merehants). Similarly we have mother instance 1.6, 
Mangala) a trading tow in the Chamarajnagar taluk of Mysore 
district, a camping place (Yiredahala) of the merchant 


caravans, 


The NinddTsis equally shared their responsibilities in the 
local administration of the Cola Kingdom. For example during 
the reign of Rajendra T an Malrpatna' they co-operated with 
the Srvaismavas of the place in enforcing the periodical 
collection of the interest due to the temple on a perpetual 
loan from the members of the Sabha of Vandur alias 1a- 
madevi -caturvedimangalam. Further an undated record *palaeo- 
graphically assigned to the 11th century refers toa transac- 
tion made by Virasingakkuran ಖಡಿ ೧್ರಷಗಲರೆಯ.೩ Dis1yapan of 
men sainZnagare (the tow of Thanjavur) of the 2500divis1on 


9 
in the presence of Vai sranavas (? Religious arbitrators for 


1. KL.,V, 98, dated 1181; JA., XIV, P19 dated 1182-83, 
2. 5& Gururajyachar., SAESLK, P. 113, 

3, Ec., IV(R), ch. 133. 

4, ARSTE., 512 of 1911, 

La. Ec.,V(R), Kn. 116. 
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the merchant bodies) and the body Virakodi of the 18 countries 
ALTAR 
(pattanas) and announces a gift of sowing land in Kofigavi-n5d 
as iraiyili for the maintenance of the family of artisans 
(kuligan Kulika). It also mentions the ubhaya-nSnade sis of 
3 
Idaitturai aljas Erimarayvyrapattanam 1n Gangaikonda So1a..., 


Tdaltturai-nad of Mudigonda Solamandalam. 


Some epigraphs from Mysore! record some interesting informa 
tion about the nyths relating to the origin and organisation 
of the guild, the articles of merchandise in which 1ts members 
traded, the comtries and the means of communication and 
transport employed by them. Bom of the race of Vasudeva, 
Kandali and Mulabhadra were devotees or goddess Bhagavati 

and comprised many sub-divisions,) bom to wanderers over many 
countries. They toured the Cera, Cola, Pandya, Maleya, 
Magadha, Kausala, Saurashtra, Dhanustra, Kurumba, Kambhoja, 
La]a, Baruvara, Nepdla, Ekapada, Lambakarna, Str Rajya, 
GhBLa-muha and many other places and by land and water 


routes they penetrated into the regions of the six continents, 


Generally the nercantile guild was headed by a chief who may 


be a non-military personal l1ke Mahapattaviyabiri” or a 


9 » 
military official 11ke Samaiya Senapat} chohetti ಮಿಗೆ, 


1 Bce,IV, Hg 17; VIL, SK.118. 
2. Boo, IV(R), ¥YL.143 ~ undated record of Kulottunga Cola-I 
3, Ec, X, CB.19 dated 1033. 
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3 Kd 
We also notice Senapatizndar! who was a honorary military cum 


Gommercial official. 


The military class of people i.e,, Valafigai or the Right hand 
division 1s seen accompanying the Vira NinZdEsis”. 

5ettas’ (in Sanskrit SrEsthi) are a class 0 merchants ನಾರ 
in the C೦]a times actively engaged in trade./ Sittura record 
of Rajendra Cola-T dated 1015-16 in the 4th regnal year 
mentions that the brahmasettis of Ayyapolal were given the 
charge of protecting the g}yfts made by the sabha of Srottiyur. 
This record is the earliest reference: to the merchant guilds 


of the Imperial Colas in Karnataka. 


The head office for all these merchant guilds was at Ayyavole 

which is doubtfully referred to as central chamber of commeroe’. 
9 3. 

The five hundred: svamis regarded! as receivers of 500 wirasa- 


sanas was most probably for their acts of bravery ant tke 


fer thei aks Of brerey and the inscriptions 
often start with innumerable honorific titles and pralses 


which is more conventional. 


> 
Semasta-bhuvana-vikhyata-pancasata Vira- 


? 
The prabasti® i.e, 


1. Ec.,TII(R), Gu. 154. 

2. Zod, 

3. 1h1d.; Ec., V(R), TN.216. 

4, Ec., III(R), Nj. 213. 

5. Kuppuswany, G.R., ECMK, Pe. 101, 
6. Ec.,IV(R), Ch. 193. 

7. Eco, V(R), Kn. 116. 
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3 pe = ಬಾ 
Paramesvarikkum Bhumidevikkum makkal agi of Ayyavole guild 


probably denotes the ancestral or Mythical origin. 


The Vira Balafljus which is supposed to be a merchant guild of 
Karnataka is found mentiomed in a insoription of Rajendra. 


Cola-I dated 1033, 


places like Alur” or Hale Aru in Chamarajnagar taluk of 
Mysore district 1s mentioned in an undated record of 11th 
century A.D, as the ‘Southern Ayyavole' indicating its signi- 
ficance in the merchant world of the south. Inscriptions also 
refer to the 18 cities of Ayyavole located north of Cauvery 


river am another 18 to the south). 


ನಾಲಾ ಜಾ? 
Thus the Nanadesi organisation is a conglomeration of several 
merchant communities and the secret of its sucoessful mercan= 
tile mission is that it was an association of mundane people 


with utopian thinking 1.6, Soclal reformation, 


Transport and communication constituted a vital aspect of 
trade and industry, The perzod of Cola rule is noted for a 

£1 ourishing trade between Karnataka, Tamlnddu and other parts 
of the country evidently due to efficient means of transport 


and communication, It is interesting to note according to 


1, Ec; TII(R), Hg. 59. 
2. Ec.,IV(R), eh. 193. t 
3. JIH.,XKV, Pe2T77; Gururajyachar, S., SAESIK, Pe. 126, 
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Prof. KAN, Sastri' that there existed a multipurpose trunk 
Road between Tanjore (the Cola capi tal) and Kalyani (the 
Chalukya capital) which 1s corroborated by a record from 


Tanjore. 


Much details cannot be gathered about the means of transport 


from the contemporary epigraphs. 
Routes: Some of the routes could be discussed in detail; 


The Imperial Colas under the supervision of Rajardya entered 
Karnataka through Mulbagal (Kolar district) (Mul-east; bagalu- 
door) which is gonsidered, as the “Eastern doorway" for the 

Cola army to step into Kamala”. Later it became a military 
camp for stationing the armies during the period of the Hoysalas 


and Vijayanagar 


Sch olars’ 


point out that the southem road from Mangalore 
(Manjyarur) passed through Mudagere taluk and Afigadz connecting 
and joining Belur and Dorasamudra. From here the road diverted 
east were through Naranahalli, Arasikere, Chikkanayakanahall1 
which finally reached Kolar, From there the road passed 


through mountains crossing, NaAigili (often mentioned in Cola 


insctiptions)”, Vijayadit yamahigala reaching Kanchi finally. 


1. KAN. Sastri., opecite,) PP.594-95, 


°- Supreme 
Studies. 1987, 

3. B.S Krishnaswany Iyengar; Histor 
with Sources (unpubliShed thesis) ilySore UniVCrelty; | 
- NS 5S, SAESLK, Pe- 128-29; JDM Derrett ey” ್‌ 


Joc Horse ರಂ 3, 97,102, & 145-6... _ 5, 
4 ‘EC. » Dee 


Some aspects of Cola rule in Karnataka ~ pro 
Vth Intermé& 1mar Conferemce o£ Tam 


- 4 


of Medieval Kamdtake 
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Another important route from Mysore to Salem covered enroute 


Talakad, Kollegal, Mudijikondan, Hosur, Dharmapuri and Salem. 


Further we find number of places as Tadxgaival, Gangavad 
and Perunbanappadi found in Cola inscriptions of Kamataka 
indicative of important trade routes in South India, Tn 
this connection Prof .K.A.N Sastri distinguishes two classes 


of roads in the ೦1a Kingdom; 


(1) The vadis were better roads than foot-paths not suitable 
for heavy vehicles and 

(2) Peruvali - better class of roads or great road - These 
SSTUVALL 
were actually the trunk routes, A few may be mentioned 
here: ~- 


yadugapperuvali”- the road leading from the Tamil country 


ರ 
to Andhradesa va Chittoor, Anantapur and touching the 


borders of Kamataka. 
Tadigaivali” = Road leading to Bangalore, 
Gan aviai -~ Road leading to the Mysore country, 


perunbinappidx” ~ The great or big road leading to both 


Kolar and Bangalore district from the Tamil country. 


Kofieapperuvali® - The road leading either from Kollegal 


Xx 


1. KAN. Sastri,, opecit ,P.59h. 

2. ST., IIT, 64, 

3. Ec.,IX, Nl.1 dated 1029; Ibid.,Ht. 142 dated 1043. 

4, Refer Ece;IIT, IV, & V(R), for ೦೦೩ inscription about the 
mention of Gangavadi. 


5. Ec., IX, N1l.25, Hf, 36, 6, ARSTE,, 281 of 1911. 
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in Mysore or Andhra country to Kongunad, 


Prof, sastri mentions that the wath of each road was two 


rods (Kol) about twenty-four feet. 


S. Krishnaswamy Aiyongar” 


refers to some inscriptions mentioning 
the measurement of some roads as 64 spans. 

Roads (padatieandun)” are also found mentioned. in inscriptions 
while illustrating the boundaries of the land gifted which must 


have served a dual purpose. i.e., general pathway and trade, 


Soni® svara.* in his Abhilasitarthaomtamani refers to officers 
in charge of roads, (margadhikarinan). 

The Imperial Co]as have also left some memories during their 
short time of occupation in Tuluva or Tulunadd. A street or 
quarter called Colakeri was traced in Barakuru and the anti 


quity of the name of this street remains obscure 


References to carts drawm by animals and river transport i.e,, 
boats still remains to be investigated but we have evidences 


to men carrying headloads, 


1, KAN. Sastri., op-at ; P. 595; 2. Aiyangar, SK., Ancient 
India, PP.188-189; 3. E£c.,X, Mb.49a; Ec.,IV(R), ch, 186, 
4, Abhila., IIT, 1267, P. 316. 


5. Burges - gousens,, Rev.sed List of Antiquarian Remains, P. 
94 ~ Another reference cmd in the history 


0 the Colas 1s 
of Haduhalli or H&dahalli or Sangitapura, the capital of the 
Saluvas which was within Tuluva in olden dayt, Story says 
that a ruler of the Colamanyqalam lost all hie children by 
snake-bite. When he came to the village of Hadahalli his 
queen delivered a boy who was again bitten by a snake. A 
Brahmin who was skilled in the use of mantras for curing. 
snake bites forced the snake to suck back the poison where 
upon the child recovered, The Cola King built the Hans 
contd. 
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Section: 
PROFESSIONS: 


Scribe: ‘The most widely noted professionals are the composers, 
Sculptors and engravers as clear from the bilingual Cola ins- 
criptions of Karrztaka. It 1s peculiar to note that the 
engravers of letters of Royal or private records had a suffix 
ichari' to their names which seems to indicate the caste or 
sect purely engaged in the profession of engraving documents, 
We also notice the ಔೆಯಬುಗರಡನ”, village headman (Kilavan)”, 
Brahmin Accountant (Kenakken)”, town accountant (Ur-kenakkan® 
and nagara-kanakkan! ) etc., shared the work of engravers in 


> 
writing down the SZsanam. 


In rare instances we find the lithic record being written by 
one Satyavakya »..0..*. which was dictated by Bavi-setti as 
ee 


revealed from the Tandya epigraph® of Rajyadhirajya dated 1054, 


Contd. .Page.36 FN: 

of Colé8vara at Bhattakala to commemorate that event = Also 

refer’B.A. Saletores;, Ancient Kamataka, Voll, History of 

Tuluva, Poona, 1936, p, 213. 

1, Tamilmupperaiyan Gandaradittan-the composer of the Ssanam 
and the headman of Kali ~ Eg, IX, op.131 dated 1007, 

2. Ec., IX, Ht.111 dated 997. 

3. Eee, IX, ape132, dated 1007. 

4, Eo, IX, op. 131, 

5. Ec., IX, op. 42a. dated 1013. 

6. Boo, V(R);, TN.227. 

7. Bow. IX, ope 131. 

8. Ec., III(R), Ny. 178. 
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Besides the state the temple committees offered the maximum 
scope for employment and the following are the professionals 


seen from inscriptions; 


Manag ement: 
Sthan apaty 


Senatova” 
brehmZchEr” 

persons or priests who conducted. 

nadapattiyan ", Treasury officer” » Granary or Grain Collec- 
ಹಂ೫ಕ್‌, neggade, pallikaras’, phavakarmgal” and ‘ adiyal 


(Temple servants). 


Worshippers: 
Panchachariya pujaris, nambl or.priests!?, Flower gatherers or 
parasol pearers | (the lowest class of manual labourers) , 


2 
Srivalsnavas> ೩nd Brahmins. 


1. Eco; V(R); TN. 247. 

2. Ec., TIT\R), TN. 97. 

3. Eo., X, Kl. 108. 

4, Ec., X, Kl. 106d, & 108. 
5. Ec., IX, op. 129. 


7. B0., V(R), TN. 247. 

8. Ece, III(R), N3e169. 

9. Ec., V(R), TN. 247. 

10. Ec, X, M54. 

11. E£e., X, K1.106d, PP. 33-35.(Trans). 
12. Eo., V(R), TN. 232. 

13. Eo.; V(R), TN. 227. \ 
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Bntertainjing 


class: 


Drummers or uvachchar! 


Dancing girls (devaradiyareal)* 


Singers (pattupdduvar) >. 
Conch. blowers”. 


Kanbideviyan’ (7) 

Drummers who beat the drum bound on ೩8", 
attalam, maddale or tabor peaters! 
ಅಭಬಾಲಭಾದಾಬಭಿಲಿಬಿರಾಜದಾಮುಲಳಿವಾಾ ನ ಭಾಳಾ 

Karadigai or double drum peatersd 


Beating of drums by Valanyiyar ೨, 


The man who beats the gmg'?, 


The man who rings the hand-bell (Kaimani) during worship! !. 


Dancing master”, 


Man who proclaims the festival). 


Man who says sentras!* 


1. Ec.;IX, op. 139. 
2. Ec.,X, Kl.106d, sd.91, 
3. Eo, X, Kl. 108. 
4, Ec., X, K1.1064. 
5. Ibid. 
6. Zb1d.,ppe 33-35 (Text). 
7. Ibid. 
8. Jbid. 
9. Ec.,V(R), Kn.116. 
10. Ec., X, K1.1064. 
11. bid. 
12. Zbid.; Thid.,, Sd9 ~- vugattur was a centre for leaming 
dances during the Cola period. 
13. Ec., X, K1.108. | 
14. Jbid. 


Teaching Class; 
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schoolmaster !. 


Professor of Vyakarana and yanala”. 


3 


Astrologers”, 


Reeiters of sacred texts’, 


Building Class; 


Stone Mason (Kal -tachchan)” who repairs the temple, 


Carpenters? 


panchala! (Smith of 5 metals), 


Kammvala® (Smiths). 


Goldsmith or tattan’., 
ಸಾರಾಯ 


9 


10 


Artisans or Kuligan Kulika ~., 


Potters or Kusavar ., 


011 -Mongers or Telligas , 


Servants: 


14 . 
Gardeners “, Women workers , water-carrier servants 


2೦. 


13 


X, Mb. 49a, 
Ec.,X, Kle1064. 
bd. 
Ec.;, IX, Bn.6. 
Ec., X, K1.1064; Zbid., IX, Gp.77. 
Ec., IX, op.88. 
Bc., V(R), Mye221. 
Ec., III(R), NJe198. 
Ec., “IV(R), Y1.97. 
Ec., V(R), Kne116. 
Ec., X, K1.1064. 
Fc., X, CB19, 13, Ec.,IX, Kn.77-78, P.130 (Trans). 
Boe, X, Mb49a, 15. Ec.,, X, K1.108. 


13 to 
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the temple kitchen and garden, 
Casual labourers; Barbers or Navidar” or Navaliga. 
3 pe 

Watchman (talarar) Ns Kayalgar (policeman). ; 
Washerman or VYaman (in Tamil) and Asagaraya’ (in Kannada) 
Rural worners; 
Mepherds or Manr2d?, 

he Tu 
Hunters (Vdar’ in Tamil and Malan” in Kannada) 


H11l tribes’, 


Suppliers: 
Supplier of water for the sacred bath of goddess! 
ileeas! 


Remunerations or wages: ~ 


For a better understanding of the standard of living during 
Cola times in Karnataka the best method is to study the wages 
of various professionals with that of the prices of the essen- 


tial commodities, Wages were sometimes given in Kind or cash, 


1. Ec., X, K1.106d & 108, 
2. Ec., V(R), Mye221., 

3. E£c., X, K1.106d. 

4, Ibid. 

5, Eco» III(R), NJe198. 
6. Ec, IV(R), TN.170. 

7. Eo, V(R), TN.104., 

8. Ec., IV(R), ch.303. 

9, Ec., X, Mb.L49a. 

10. Ec., X, K1.106d. 

11. Ec., V(R), My.221 dated 1024-25, 
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The income structure of the community and family is also 
revealed by fluctuating land values and prices, The earliest 
reference to the wages is found from an undated. Tamil record 
from Mysore, It mentions that 3 pon and 2 panams was paid 
for the maintenance of a worker (21 -peru) in a temple garden 


(t1runandaveanam) . 


A detailed study of the Kolar insorxption” of Kulottamga Cಂla 
I dated 1071 reveals some interesting types of wages. But it 
is difficult to mention whether they were paid daily, monthly 
or annually, though the record clearly gives particulars 
about the essential familly allottments for 360 days) apart 


from the remunerations which are as follows: - 


1/8 Kasu was paid for a men who painted the f19g; 

1/8 Kaku for a man who performed the ceremony of opening the 
eyes of the image of god; 

+ Kasu for those who proclaimed the festival; 

1/8 Kasu for a man who offers the daily oblation in fire; 

} Kau each for one who acts as Brahma, to the other who 
repeats hymns before the deity; 

1/8 Kabu for each who recites Rig-veda, Samaveda and Yayurveday} 


2 Kaku for the Braimin Marasiniga. bhatta who conducts the 
Kasu hata 


1. Ec; IV(R), Y1.70, 

2. Ec., X, Kl. 1064, 108, 

3, The allottment were based on the status of the person, 
type of work and the number of family members, 


sacred. worship} 

} Ka8u each for 4 Brahmachari; 
1 Kabu each for 3 watchmen; 

1 Kaku for the dancing master; 


1 Xabu for the Astrologer. 


Instead of paying in cash for the services rendered, we find 
instances where the hereditary servants of the village Muda. 
halli in Nanjyangud taluk of Mysore district in 1077 were paid 
in kind ೩5 ayamanji 1.e.;, comm given by the villagers to these 


servants as their established fees of office. 


Ssional Taxes: 


Taxes were also levied on every professions which was an 
important source of income for the state, exempted in Some 
rare cases, as for instance the schoolmaster, temple ~-managers 


and watchman”. 


Some of the taxes levied on different professions are as 


follows: = 


tattarpat tam (Tax on goldsmith); 


R L 
navidavari ” (Tax on barbers); 
ಲಂಣಲಿಬಿರಾರಾಖುಮಾಷಾಲಜನಗಾರುಾ ದದ್ಯಾಂ 


೩588ರರಎ್‌ಲೆ or Yannarparai (Tax on washerman); 


1. Ec; III(R), Nj. 178. 
2. Ec., X, Mb.h9a. 

3. Ec.» IX, Dve57. 

4, Ec., V(R), My221. 

5. Zbid. 
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kammaradere | (Tax on placksmi ths); 
Tachchanpattam (Tax on carpenters); 


Viravana” (Tax paid by the sold rs); 
ALS eMA 


Kusavarvadagai” (Tax on potters); 


eas pL 
nanairai’ (+ Kasu as tax levied on all houses). 
ಮ ಪಿಎ 


Socal and commmal Taxes: ~ 


Besides there were levies on castes or certayn classes of 
people like Holadere” or paraiyarvideeai® (Tax on the untouch- 
ables). Besides this, certain classes of people like the 
Jain ascetics (&Suvinakkal) were asked to pay cess in the 


7 


form of poll-tax found mentioned in an 1nsoription’ from 
Kolar district dated 1072 where each member of‘ the Jain 
comunity was asked to pay 1 Ka&u each. Taxes were also 
levied on the right and left hand divisions of castes 
(Valanigai Ganga 178), Besides this there was a general 
so01al tax (details of the levy not clear) know as nattup- 


pitta” 


or tax on the nadu, 
2 


1, Ec, V(R), Mye221. 

2, £o.,X, CB.19. 

3, Eo, IX, Dv. 57. 

kk, Ec., X, Mb.49a. 

5, Bo. V(R), My.221, 

6, Ec); IV(R), Y1.98; Id, X, Mr,101. 
7. Ec., X, Mb, 49a, 

8. Ec., IV(R), Y1.98. 

9. Jhad. 


FIFTH CHAPTER 


"208 
CHAPTER XV: 


ರಾ 
EEE 


CURRENCY, WEIGHTS AND MEASURES: 
Currency: It is generally believed that for a balanced and 
developed economy a uniform system of currency and weights 


and Deasures is desdenitun, 


As far as can be gathered from epigraphical evidences for 
the currency in Karnatak. region it can be said that the 
Imperial Colas extended the benefits of a uniform system of 


currency and coinage to the people of the region, 


Regarding coinage of the Imperial Colas in Karnataka, the 
earliest is that of Rajyardya-I, It isa copper coin 1n 
Nagarl characters found in the Chintamani taiuk of Kolar 
district! Another hoard of Cola silver coins of Rajyaraya 
¢as discovered at KartSka in the North Kanara district,” 
could 1ead to infer that a portion of North Kanara district 
lying in the coastal region may have been the place of 


Cola invasion.) 
[3 


The Cola system of coinage had a considerable impact on the 


future history of currency in Karnataka. MH. Krishna”asserts 


1, NAR, 1945, P.79; Also refer MAR., 193+ pp. 58-72 for a 
examination of Cla coins. 

2. Gupta, PL, INS, VOL XXIV, Pt.l & IT, 1962, P7183. 

3. Gururaja Bhatt, P,, SIHG, Manipal, PP. 34-35. 

4, MAR., 1929, P23. 
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that the coins; of the C೦೩ weightage had become quite esta- 
blished during the century of Cola rule in Kamataka so that 
the conquering enemy (i.e, the Hoysalas) had to adopt it. 
Even the Hoysala emperor j1,e, Vishnuvardhana retained the 
Cola type ‘of coinage in his own name perhaps (?) to indicate 
his victory over the ಮ್ತ." The C೦L೩ coins also spread to 
the northem portion of Karnataka as seen in the gold pieces 
with Tamil legends of western Chalukya King Jagadekamalla 
and of the Kadembas of Goa”, The &devalam gadyina’ of the 
Kongalvas a feudatory family of the Imperial Colas in the 
11th century, as Prof, Sastri” points out is not similar to 
gadyana but a reformed type of Cola gold coin. It is quite 
likely that during their subordination to the Imperial Colas 
they were loyal but when they became independent they started 
following their own pattem of currency system by giving new 
names to the coins though they retained the weight of the 


Gola coins. 


of Cola coins: 


2 


pS 


The following are the types of coins isaued in gold, silver 


and other metals: - 


1. Narasimha Murthy, AV., COK, P96. 

2. INC, Voll, VA. Smith, PP. 313-1. 

3, Eo, I, 49. 

4, KAN. Sastri., The Colas, p. 618; Codrington., CCC, p.8. 


Gold: "210 
a) gadyana & Kalan: 
b) mada and Pon, 
nad £0 
0) Ze)adi Kunri, & ma. 
Silver: 
a) Pana or Panam. 
ಮಾ ಮಾ 
Copper: 
a) Kasu. 
Gold: 


Gadyana and Kalafiyus The sadya or Kalafyu” evidently the 


most popular gold coin was 1n circulation throughout South 


India to which Karmataka was no exception. The gadyana was 
named after the ruler, god or dynasty and weighed 60.1 grains 


according to K.A.N, sastri) 


and more than a Kalan)u according 
bo Appadoren ” ranging from 61.75 to 63 grains and approxi- 
mately equal to half a sovereign. But during the Cola period 
the Kalefiju of 20 nanyadis was equal to 72 grains or even 
upto 80. The Kalafiyu was also considered as the unit for 


weighing gold and there is ambyguity about its weight.” 


1, Ec.,X, Mb.208, 2. Ec.;, V(R), TN.230. 

3, K.A.N. Sastri., The Colas, P.618. 

4, Appadorai, As, ECST.,Vol.Il, P.710; Saletore, B., SPLV, 
IT, Madras, 1934, Glossary, P.457 -A gadyana was equal 
to 52 grains. 

5, Codrington., CCG, pp.3 & 7. 6. Prannath, SECAT, P91 - 

The author says 57 gr. and according to Govt, Epig Report 1t 

is 80 grains - For detayled infomation refer Appadoraj, A,, 

ECST, IT, Pe 709. 
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Kuppuswamy | 158 of the opinion that the term Kalanyu gets its 
name from an indigenous seed Kalanjyu or malacca beans. The 


modern equivalent of a Kalanuwas equal to three Akbar 


rupees or three and a half rupee, 


Midai” and Pon”: 
ದ್ಯಾ ಜಾ 
Hultzsch” gives mada a Kannada origin who ascribes it to 


Vikramaditya VI and Ladal (gold coin) was 1n circulation 
during the sway of Imperial ೦ಕ್ತುಂತ್‌ in Kamataka which was 


equivalent toa pagdde! or half a p೩eರರa್‌್‌, 


Pon or homu generally stands for pure gold and the fiadaj 
ಾಾಾ ಮಾ 
can be included under this category. Pon a gold coin was 
equal to the full weight of one Kalan) ° The purity or a 
fineness of gold in the nadaji pon was tested with reference 


9 which was the standard and was super or 


to 2adhurantakamadal 
in 1ts gold content named after Madurantakan (Title of Uttama 


Cola), Tt is said to have been equivalent to one Kaidfyu of 


1. Kuppuswany, G.R., ECNK, P14, 2.Prannath., SECAT.;ppe 
91-92, 3. Ec, V(R), TN.233; A madai was equal to one 
KalaAiyu or 70 grains of gold. 4, Ec.,X, K1.112a, 

5, EI.,VIT, P.130, Fn... 


6. Ec., IIT(1), TN. Nos.15 and 33. 

7. GeR.Kuppuswamy., ECMK, P.14k, 

8. Appadoral, A., ECST., II(vi), P.716; Saletore, B.,, SELV, 
“° Il, Gl. Pe L450, 

9. Ec., X, CB.24; ARE., 1913, II, 22, 
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gold or 9%; mattu or two sus. Reference to madurantakemaday, 
is found only in an inscription of the 23rd Regnal year of 
Kulottunga Cola-L dated 1092” which means that it was put into 
circulation in the region later on» Prior to this we find the 
reference to mudygonda-SSlanada.” (the title of Hajendra Cola) 
in an inscription of the Same dated in the 24th regnal year 
1035-36. It also records that a gift of 3 mudigonda-Solamadaz 
yielded an interest of 2 Pon ೩d 3 men)ad at the rate of a 
Kunri per maday. This coin 15sued by Rajendra ರ] was not 1n 


frequent circulation both in Tamil country and Karnataka, 


In 1058-59 a record from Hale Aru’, Chamarajyanagar taluk of 
Mysore district of the 7th regnal year of Rajendra COla-TI 
(1052-64), we notice the introduction of a new mada antiyaka- 
barananndde.” . It states that 3 Khandugas of land was sold for 
20 antya¥ibarananridex, weighed. by Adzsadanapanannadan dai 

(a standard weight for weighing gold) exclusively noticed in 
Karnataka only, mostly a modified form of currency 1ssued by 
Rajendra Cola-II elsewhere. The fineness of gold was 
expressed in many ways. The term Sexbon (yellow and pure gold) 
or gulamra Sempon of Rajyaraya's inscriptions’, indicated 


standard and pure type of gold in the CO]a empire which was 


1. Raman, K.V., SVT, New Delhi, 1975, P.183, 

2. Ec., X, CB. 24. 3, Ec., V(R), TN. 232. 

4, Ec., IV(R), ch. 186, 

9. Smilar to Bhu)yabala Viranmagax it 1s possible that this 


coln also 1ssued in the name of a chieftain ruling in the 
same region - 48 of 1893, 453 & 360 of 1919. 
6. Ec., V(R), TN. 230. 
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carefully weighed and tested by the government officials like 


dharmakanakkan and perundanam |. 


A Kannada record” of Rajendra Cola-I dated 1023 mentions a 
grant of 57 gadyanas in gold, 359 golden grains of rice and 
42 porul for the Brahmins and ascetics. 


Next to this gold coin {Pon and madai ranks man 2d} which 


was equal to one Kalgfiyu, Kunri' and m3’ are also gold coins. 


11.6, 


Silver: 

6 K . R 
Pana or Panam $ Silver pana or panam in English,circulated 
in the midst of the country in general. The C೦೩ inscriptions 
make references to panam though it 1s not clear whether it 
was silver or gold, The gold and silver panam was 1/10 of 


gadyana or Kalafiyy in weight and value respectively! . 


1 EC, V(R), TN 229, 2 Boe, IX, Ht.10. 

3. Ec,, X, K1.112a, Lಿ Be, V(R), TN, 23೭, 

5. ಔ; ZV(R), Ch. 133; 1 Mah)adi = 2 Kunry = 10 m2 = 40 Kani, 
ma is 1/20" Kasu, 

6. Boo; IV(R), Y1.70. 


7. &L:, XI(i1), Nos. 179 & 181 - gadyana and Kalai weigh 
56,82 gr. and pana of same metal 5.8 gr. ; The silver 
pana of the sane weight as gadyana is however 1/10 of its 
value ~- Also refer Appadoral, Ae, ECSL., II, Pe 711. 
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Pana was silver coin next to gadyana mentioned in inscriptions 


belonging to most parts of Karnataka, 


Copper: 


Kani: Kani! is another smaller unit of currency mentioned 

ಮಖಾನಾ ಚಲನಾಮಾ್ಯದುಲಲಾ 

next to Panam in the inscriptions, equal to 1/64 of a Panan 
ರಾಮಾ ume neu 


and was a copper coin. 


KEbu?; The Kaku which was the poor man's money marked another 
denomination of Cola currency very often circulating in 
Karnataka, The KaSy came into use from the times of Adxtya-II 
(965-970) though in Karnataka we get reference to Kasu only 
from 1057 i.e., during the rule of Rajendra Co0la-II. 


Though we notxce bilingual Co]a records throughout southern 
Kaméataka we do not find any bilingual coins circulating in 
Kamataka from which can be inferred that the Cola coins were 
issued from a central mint for circulation in the region and 


elsewhere. 


Another peculiar feature is the absence of references to 
mints in the insoriptions, and the centres of issue of coins 
in Karnataka during the Cola occupation. But there are in- 


direct references to adhikaris and central officials who 


1. Ec., V(R), TN. 104. 
2. Eo. X,Mb.107; G.Re Kuppuswamy.;, ECMK., P.145 = The author 
has given the exchange value of the coins based on metal-~- 


lic content which are as follows:~- 1 £2ರಕೆಗಪ=10 2ಮಾಡ5 ; 


1 pana=20 Visa; 1 pana=k haga; 1 hdga=2 bale; 
1 pana = 64 Kani; 1} tara= 1 Kanji, 
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checked the correct weight of coins which presupposes the 
existence of mints here, They were asked to supervise and 
check the minting operations to ensure punty and standard 


of the netal. 


It is noticed that the inscriptions of the region do not give 
an exhaustive list of all the types of coins found generally 
circulating either in the remaining parts of Cola empire or 
in Karnataka elsewhere during the same period. The absence of 
references to such denominations in gold such as varaha in 
s1lver and other metals haga, bele, Visa, tara, Kakinji remains 
unexplained. The Colas being staunch Savites may nob have 
issued. varaha coins, generally associated with Vajishnavysm 
and as regards the other denominations they were merely of 


local interest, 


WETGHT S AND MEASURES: 


(1) Land Measurement and its units: 
During the period of Cola occupation lads were measured by 
the same units of measurement in Kamataka as in Tamil land 


apart from the local existing ones, 


The following are the units of weights and measures: 


1, Refer Pran nath., SECAT, chil, P.71ff; Maity SK., ELNIGA,, 
p.35ff; Sircar DC,, IPG, PeLOTff for a theoretical dis- 
cussion, table and meaning of several terms related to 

weights and measures, 


lb 
Land Measurements: 
Mattar 
Kemma 
Salage or Kalan. Salage 
Kul 


Bhumi or mannu 
Land~Sowing 


Kolaga 
Kanduga 


capacity: 


Commodity Measures: 


Kalam; balla; tun; Padakku; Kurruni; marakkal; nal; Padi; 
ಲಾರಾ ಮರ್‌ುದಾಾಲಾಾ ನಾರಾ ಲಾನ್‌ ರಾರಾ ರಾರಾ 


ನಾನಾರು 


ಬಾ po — 9 
Uri; Srrurai; Uraynali; Ulakku; alakku; Sevidu; tora; Viral; 


[te EN ರಾ ಕಾನಾ 
೪೪s ೪೮ 


P1d1; Mana; Putta. 
(a) Mattar or mattaru; 


Mattar! or mat taru| 18 a common unit of measurement used for 
measuring wet, dry and garden lands in Kamataka from early 
times, Whe The Tamil inscriptions 1ssued by the Imperial 
Colas are s1lent about this unit tne Kannada epigraphs pro= 
minently speak of 1t throughout Karnataka which indicates that 


the local practice was allowed to be continued by them, 


1, See Maity., ELNIGP, P42 for mention of Bhumni, Mattar were 
circulated. in Mysore and Hassan regions. 
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Kamma lor Kambha: 


Kamma in Tamil or Kambhna 1n Kamada a sub-division of both 


mattar and Salaue” was a popular unit of measurement. A Kamma 


measured in area was 150 of an acre or thirty two square yards), 


yes" 


Veli the more popular during the rule of the Imperial Colas 
in the Tamil country was also adopted in Karnataka as noticed, 
in the inscriptions from districts of Bangalore, Kolar, Mysore 


Mandya and Coorg. 


A Veli was equal to 6.6 acres. We can say that both mattar and 
Veli were in vogue and use in same areas of South Karnataka 


occupied by the Imperal Colas. 


6 


Salage” or Kalan) Salage_: 


Salage and Kalani Salage - both of them found in the Mysore 
province - the latter evidently employed for measuring wet 


lands only. 


{4 


Kuppuswanmy' interprets the term Salage as derived from the 


° Eo; TX, Nl. 

« Ec. ,VI(R), Sr. 114. 

Kuppuswamy, G.R., ECMK, P.147. 

, Ec.» V(R), TN.227; Refer Appadoral, A, ECST.,IT, App. iveb; 
Prannath., SECAT, p.85 table VIIT for conclusion. 

5, Ec., VI(R), Sr.114. 

6. Ec., V(R), Kn.116. 

7. Kuppuswany, G.Re, ECMK, P.148, 


tt AWN ND | 
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steel rope, steel rod or chain used by surveyors for measuring 
land (Selaki). 

Kul: 

ಕಾನಾನ್‌ 


Even as Veli the Kuli was commonly used specially in the dis- 

| ಲಾಜಾ ಮಂದನಾ 

trmlicts of southern Karnataka. From'100 to 3000 Kulis in units 
9 

were usually measured by the rods known as padinen San Kol” 

or 18 ans. 


An insoription” of Kulottunga Cola-T dated 1072 records that 
a rod of 18 spans was equal to 12 fingers (viral) or approxi- 


mately 1 foot. The rods varied in length and they were four- 


೨ 


teen, sixteen", eighteen, twenty and twenty-two spans in the 


occupied areas, One Kuli equalled to 576 ft. and 1L4 ft, in 


Some pರ್ಷಕಿಕ, 


Bhuni or Manni 


This was also a wit of measure less than an acre 1n are, 


Wee itu ಳಾ 


1, Boo IX, Nl. 78. 

2, Ee.,X, Mb.105(c). 

3, Ee.,X, Mb.49(a). 

4, Eoe,IX, N1.7a 

5, Ece,X, $4.91 - the same span was followed by the Hoysalas in 
the following taluks:s Nl=16; Mb=18; Hn=46; Bl=64; Tm=110 spans 

6. Kuppuswany, G.R., ECHK , P.163 Fn - The author says that the 

Kuly, a term not unfamiliar to the region of Kamataka meant 

only a pit of 159 ft, for planting arecanut trees, 

Ee .,IV(1i), Gu.66, 


~I 
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Land-sowing capacty; 


The land measurements were also indicated by their sowing ಥ್ಯಗಲ 
productive capacities 11ke the Kolaga FS Khanduga” ad ಸ್‌ 
noticed from the Cola lithic records of Karnataka. The 
accuracy of linear measures in use: were judged with reference 
to standardised neasure™ as the magicaulecs {he Kelalvu 
pL 
Kuli” found in the Yelandur inscription of Kulottunga Cola-l 
evidently recognised by the Xing as legal though the others 
were allowed to remain. The standard measure was found used 
in Tamilnad mostly and probably attempted to be introduced in 
Kamataka by ೦೦೩ adhikaris quite sparingly. The measuring 


rod after Tamils known as tambula 1s found in use in Mysore, 


Weighing Stone Measures: 

The Colas invented varzous types of Kals or stone measures for 
weighing gold and other metals, The adavallan; Kemponagarasu- 
nirai® of Tadimalingi; Niraikal! of Tadimalingi (Rajgardya's 
aus 7 wud [2 ಮಾನಾ [) 


1, EcesIIT(R), Hg.58; Kolaga=k ballas=72 tolas or 840,81 grs. 
i , ವಾ — 

2. Ece,X, Mbe203; Khanduga = 20 Kolagas., 

3. Ec, IZI(R), Gu.56. 

4, Refer Yazdani., EHDI ,1, P.438 for K.A.N. Sastri's views, 
5. Boe, IV(R), Y1.98; Kalady according to Kautilya worked out 
by prammath was equivalent to 14 angulas or 10,5 inches 

but according to Mahadeva it was 15 angulas or 11,25 inches ~- 

prannath,, SECAT, P.71. 
6. ARE., 491 af 1911. 
Eo., V(R), TN.230. 
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Ry; 
period); KE Sukkal which was usually kept in te temple troa- 
ey SN 2 
sury (Landara) for weighing 100 Kalanyu of gold; Kudjsaikkal 
a standard weight (for weighing g01d) of Rayadhiraya-I in the 
city of Nandi hill in Chikballapur taluk of Kolar district 


where a plate of gold weighed 23 Kalaiyus and 1 manyadi and 


Kudinaikkal) 


of Kulottunga Cola-I. It seems tobe a peculiar 
feature of Tamils in Karmataka not generally forthcoming in 
the inscriptions issued by the other contemporary rulers in 


Karnataka. 


Commodity Measurements - 
Though food-grains like rice, paddy, Jowar,y wheat continued 
to be measured by traditional units in Kamataxa the impact 


of the Cola system came to be felt. 


— a Ly La 
The units already used in Kamataka were 5190೮ balla , mana, 

6 | SU 
putt and Kolaga are also found used by the Colas which is 


revealed by their Kannada records, Apart from this the 


1. Ec, V(R), TN.227. 

2. Ec., X, CB.21. 

3. Ec., X, CB.2k. 3a. Ec., VI(R), Sr.11k. 

4, Ec,, VI(R), Sr.78; 1 balla = 18 tolas or 209.9 gr, 
La, Ec., III(R), Ny.215. KN 

5, Ec., III(R), Hg. 32; naa = 4% tolas. 

6. Eo. IZI(R), He. 58. 
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inscriptions in the districts of Bangalore, Mysore and Kolar 


೨, Kalan" (in 


1 2 , 
re{ers, to units such as nali , pad, Kuruni ವ್ಯ 
Kolar), 3) (in T'Narasipur) alakku, alakku, padakku™ and 
Ulakku® (all four found used in Mulbagal taluk) evidently 


introduced by the Imperial C೦]೩s. 


Marakkals: 

Marakkals came to be designated after Jaya onda 551, 
Arumolidavan® (Sumame of Rayard3a)/were in common Vogue 
especially in Kolar and Bangalore district used for measuring 


commodities, (which 


The temple lamps including its mould were weighed by the 


scales (X81) of Ayiravan.” 


Liquids like milk, curds ghees 1n addition to being measured 


by local unit also adopted Tamil measures in Kamataka such 


9 po ? pe 
a5 padi, Sevidu'? » Lali, uri, Sj rrai 1? (smaller ural); 


1. Ec.,IX, op. 128. 
2. Bc., X, Kl. 108, Mb.L9a, 
3. Zbid. 

4, Eo, X, K1.112a. 

5, Ec.» V(R), TN.247. 

5a. Ec., X, Mb.105a, 

6. Zbid. 

7. Ec. IX, cpe128 

8. Ec., X, Kl. 1068, 

9. Ec., X, Mb42f. 

10. Ec., X, K1.106d, 108, 
11, Ec., V(R), TN.247. 

12. Ec, III(R), N12. 


"224 


3 4 


ಎ 2 , , 
urainali , tuwni ,, toraji’, viral ., 
ಕಾರಾವಾಸ ದಾ ಮಾಲಾ ದಾ 


011 was measured by mana and pidi’. 


The Nidugal Colas of the pavaguda taluk of Tumkur district 
who were the feudatories of Imperial Colas for sometime fol- 
lowed a type of measure known as Rajaraya Sanoh1ke? about 


which much is not known, 


Pulses, Sugar, Camphor, pepper salt, Jaggery, coconuts, are= 


[4 


canuts were weighed in palams and other miscellare ous weights 


like Korul (7), porul5(2), one headload (pore)? of hay and one 


bundle (Kante!O), 


Ec.,, IX, Dv. 76. 

Eo., V(R), TN, 247. 
3, Eo.;, X, Kl. 108. 

Ec»; X, Mb. 49a, 

Ec., V(R), TN.233 - muppxdi or 3 pidi of oi1 granted for 
the temple lamp. 

6. ARE., 8 of 1917, Also refer Kuppuram, G., "The Nidugal 
COlas ~A brief study (1100-1285)? - 1st session of South 
Indien History Congress, Madurai, Feb,15-17th 1980, 

7, Ec, X, Mb.L2f - Here the lamp's wt, was 7 palams, 

8, £c., IX, Ht. 10. 

9. Ec., IIT (R), NJ. 215. 

10, £0», III(R), NJ. 215. 
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The relative values of measures used by the Colas in southern 
Karnataka 1s worked out by Appadorai!, prof. KAN. Sastri” 
and redrawn by G.R.Kuppuswamy” in modern decimal system 
finally confirmed’ in the famous Kolar inscription" cf Kulot- 


tunga Cola-I. 


1, Appadoral, ECSI, II, P.783; Refer prannath,, SECAT, table 5; 
9 


9 


5 Sewidu = 1 alakku (2.33 grs.) 
= ಗಾ 
2 alakku = 1 ulakku (4,666 grs,) 
3 ulakku = 1 ur (932 gr.) 
2 urd = 1nalj=1padi(18.656 grs.) 
8nali =1 Kurrwmi= 1 marakkal (149.248 gr.) 
2 Kurnmi= 1 padakku (298.496 grs.) 
2 padakku= 1 tun (596,95 grs.) 
3 tui =1 kalam (1Xg. 509 grs,) 
2, K.A.N. Sastri., The Colas, P. 624; Linear Measures equl~= 
6 C0೩5 
valents: 
8 torali (rice com) = one viral (finger) 
Sorel ALLS 
12 viral = one San (spa) 
ಕಾ ~—— 
2 San = ome mulam (cubit). 
ಇ ———— 


3, GR. Kuppuswamy, ,ECMK, P.166 Fn.130, 
4, Ec., X, Kl. 1064 & 108. 
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CHAPTER-VT 


ದಾ ಳು ರಾ ಳು ವಾ 
ಖಾ ಮದವ 


Section,1: 


Society: 


The Cola soo1ety in Karnataka was comprised of several group 
of people which formed the "right and left hand classes 
(Valafieai and ಸರಿಯೆ), the Brahmins and non-Bratmins though 
the village communities evidently acted as the mein force of 
stabilising the economy in the ೦)೩ state, Though as truly 
pointed out by Prof .K.AN. Sastri” there is no ugly evidence 
of social conflicts between the upper and lower classes, the 
fact remains inescapable that the rural communities who toiled 
in the fields did not enjoy or consume all the fruits of their 
labour largely appropriated by the privileged upyer classes 

in the society, The inscriptions are also silent about the 
vicissitudes of the agricultural community who were mainly 
responsible for the agricultural prosperity and a flourkhing 


trade in the Cola state, 


The Cola state and society continued to maintain the tradi 


tional hospitability by undertaking the rehabilitation of the 


1, Refer Kuppuram, G., "Role of the willage commuwities 1n 
the Cola period" - JTS, No.16, Dec.1979, PP.19-28, 


2, K.A.N. Sastri.,The Colas, P.546. 
1he Colas 
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handicapped persons in the society. For instance it 1s clear 
from an inscription of Kulottunga Cola-I dated 1071, that they 
(the blind and dumb) were given food and shelter in the Kola- 


ramma temple, 


Classes of people; 
The infomation regarding the classes of people in the Cola 


occupied. areas of Kamataka is not as abundant as 1t is in 
the rest of the empire. The 0೦]೩ ಕರೀ did not maintain any 
community or region wise census to enable us to Judge the nu-= 
merical strength of each community living in the regim. But 
statements found in the insoriptioms” for e.g. the 32 grow- 
ing tows (yalarpuram) reveal the exapausion of the tows 


either due to urbanisation or industriali sation. 


3 


Secondly an undated record from Mysore” refers to the 32 


pattanas with Parame&vari, tysaiayjirattbaittiurruvar of the four 
directions and the yjrasamaiya who met at Mafigala for mercan- 


tile discussions. 


AS usual we notice references in the inscriptions to the 
four varmas and other mixed sections of people in the Cola 


society as indicated below; = 


1. £0 X, Kl e108. 
2. Boe V(R), Kue116. 
3. Ec., IV(R), ch,133. 


| ೭33 


PE 9 
brahmins |, yel1215°, yaisya’ and untouchables” (i.e., hcl. yas 
and paraihs). 


The earliest literary reference to soolety and caste is bome 
out by the Tamil Chronicle KofieudS bard Bkkal” (Ath 5th century) 
Though the work belongs toa later period, 

it helps us to know the initial cultural contacts 
between Kamataka and the Tamil country. The C೦೩ rulers in 
question gave the town of Keriyur (Renamed as Rajyara japuram 
alias 7೩೬ರ, the northern most part of the KoAigu country) 
ito the merchants of Talavanapuram and by their hands made 
agraharas for the brahmans and gave these to them, these 
Vai Syas having always accustomed, to worship the divine Brah- 
mans (deva brahnanis®) pointing out the benevolent nature 


of the Cola rule and tolerance between two castes. 


Brahmins: 


There were several sub-sects among the priestly class as below: 


[4 — L 
Siva rabmana!, Srivai snavas, Gm malESvaras” and phattasi, 


1. Eoe,IX, cp.h2a, 

2. Ec.,X, Bg? 

3, Bo.,X, K1.43. 

4, Ec. IV(R), Y1.98; Ib1d.,X, Mre101. 

5, Kofigude Sara jakkal ., No.6, 1950, Taylor's Trans, MLS, Vol. 
VII, P17; Arokiaswamy, M., The Kofigu country, PP.204-205, 


6. Arokiaswany, M., opeeat. 7. Ec., X, Kl.149a, 
8. EcesV(R), TN.232. 9. Boe» X, CBZ. 
10. E£c., IV(R), Y1.98. 
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— 9 » 
The Settis! of Karnataka were largely Saivites and the Sri- 
ಕಾ * ಬಾ 


vai snavas constituted a part of the priestly class, The 
MS A 

9 

Srival snava priest had the main responsibility of protecting 
the charities made to the temple apart from to the care of 
iraiyili i.e., lands granted to families on certain condi~ 


tions and attending to the problems of those communities, 
Vellalas: 
ues 

ಬಾವಿ 3 R R 
The Yellalas and pilie or pillaz were merchants originally 
found distributed in the Kofigu-nad i.e.) Coimbatore, Salem 
and Periyar districts and during the period of Cola occupation 


they migrated to Kamataka and scattered themselves in all 


parts of the region, 


Tujuva Vellalars (the mudaliyar or the modem nudaliar 
community) also appear frequently in the insoriptions* of the 
period. The Tujuva Vellalas constituted a greater portion of 
the settlers and domicile of Tulunad and adhered more to 
cultivation. Special rights were conferred on the Tuluva 
Vel1alars for ©.5.» the Kaniyan, meris (mirasi’ ~ a title 
indicating landlords seen in Tanjore district even today) 


etc., which were signs of their social status. These amenities 


1, Muruga Setti - - Ec. ITI(R), He. 58 dated 1020. 

2, Eo, Bg. 7; Also refers "The Kongu Vellalas of Coimbatore 
= JTS, No.16, Dec. 1979, PP.3% - 47 - for a detailed 
discussion. 


3. KL.V, 10 ~ Nandanapill e is found mentioned, 
4, Saletore, B.A,, Ancient Karnataka, Voll, History of Tuluv 
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were bestowed upon them by Adondai Cakravarti which continued 
to remain hereditary t111 the present day. The carpenters 
and the smiths added a suffix to their names of Tamil origin 
as afariyan' > or ‘acharya'” which indicates their family 


surnames or sub=caste and place of origin. 


Vai ya: 

The members of the 'chetti' community who belonged to the 
yalsya caste occupied places of importance in nédy and 
nagaram and followed the profession of 0i1 merchants, An 
insoription”* of Rajendra Cola dated 1033, refers to one 
Samajiya Senapati chehet tLyar who hailed from Kofigu country 
and belonged to the community of 01l=monger (enna vaniyarti - 


daxppo Kondu Viyapar). 
Rathak&ras:; 


We have epigraphical allusions to the particular caste of 
Rathakaras - who emerged out of a mixed caste or union. 


A record” 


of Kulottunga Cola-I states that the bhattas of 

9 * 9 
Rajyasraya-caturvedimangalam consulted the sastras and framed 
out the professions to be followed by the anuloméd caste of 


Rathakaras viz., architecture, coach and charzot building, 


Ellis cited by wilson., Mackenzie Collections, I, PP.190=191, 
2. Ece;IX, Cp.880, , 
3. Cholachari the composer of the Sasanam - Ece,III(R), Ny.169. 
4, Eo., X, CB.19. 
5, ARE., 479 of 1908; Zb1d., 1909, IT, 45; Also the Mitaksara 


on Yaynavalkya, I, 95. 
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the erection of gopuras and mandapas md the manufacture of 
೯ 
saorificial instruments 1s bome out by the view of Vi melcs- 


vara, the author of Mitaksara (the contemporary Jurist). 


Military classes (Velaikkarars, jdafigai and valafigaji): 


Other classes seen prominently Tiguring in Cola inscriptions 
cmsist of the velaikkarars or the personal body-guards of 
the ruler again sub-divided into the right hand and le{t-~- 
hand” ie.) the yalangai# amd Idafigay groups. We also notice 
references to a yaduge yElekara’” i.e; from the Telugu or a 
northern country, probably he must have migrated or trans-= 
ferred to Karnataka by the Colas during their invasion. 

There were frequent clashes "between the right and left hand 
castes who belonged to the warrior class. Almost 70% of the 


total strength of the army comprised these sections of people, 


1, K.AN. Sastri., The Colas, P. 549, 
AE ಲದ 
2. Ec., X, Mb.L49a; Ec., V(R), Kn.110., 
2a, See Burton Stein., peasant state and society in Medieval 
south India, New York, 1980, PP.193-195 ~ for a detailed 
discussion on the Right and left hard classes, The soholar 
also points out to the conflicts between the Valafigai 


and others of the conquering force which has taken up 


residence in and claiming control over the area, 

3. Ec. ,VI(R);, ppekk. 

4, Vanamamalai, N., in 2nd PICTS, 1971, Madras, PP.259-h; 
Also refer Chattopadhyaya, D, (Ed)., History and Society, 
Calcutta, 1978, p.39. 
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Even Vale yiyar (1.e., bamajigars) of the trading comunity 
and tle nagarattar or The nagartha of the Kannada country 


served in the Cola army . 


Tribal classes: - 


Among the tribal class we f1nd the Kallans” (in poor vicinity 
and visibility), malan’(2), ಭಷ (hunters), manredi”. (she- 
pherds) and some hill rhe who were not given much social 


importance by the Imperial Colas, the reason that they were 


adherent or inhabited the macro and micro parts of the Cola 


empire, 


The Colas distributed the key posts in the empire either to 
their ow Kkith and kin or the members of royalty or the first 
two upper classes who influenced the rulers more than the 
remaining two lower classes, This clear distinction and 
distance between the nobility and common people in the C0_a 
state led to class-conflict and closely here and there though 
suppressed ultimately. It was this factor which gave rise 

to independance of petty chieftain or family of feudatories 


in and around the Tamil country. 


1, Rao, C.H., Mys.Gaz, P.965. 

2. See my article for clear discussion in JTS.,Pe25, 
3. Ec.,IV(R), ch.303. 

4, Ece,X, Mre101., 

5. Ec., IVR), TN.170. 


6. Ec, X, Mb. 49೩, F SUR Vx 
ನ Ne KAN 
F( omARW FN 
ಪ 800 
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Personal titles: 


A cmsideration of the names of selected individuals who had 
high sounding suffixes like raya |, rayan’, nrayan” and 
adirdya indicated the social status enjoyed by them in 
society. Such titles were offered only to high officals 
and feudatories and in rare instances the middle class. It 
is evident that in the Cola days "these titles became here- 
ditary though when they were conferred, 11 must have been for 
personal mer.t or distinction”. The earliest reference to 
these royal titles is found mentioned in Tol¥ppiyan” of the 
early christian era, Another charactemstic feature of the 
nomenclature of the C೦೩ officers was that the whole gamut 
of surnames of the ruling monarch was attached to the title 
endings; as for instance Ragarya Brahmadhi raya was the 
surname of Krishna Raman who 1s found mentioned in the Kolar 


insoription® dated 1033 and who was the commander-in-chief 
of Ra)arayal 


1, Ec, XVII, Kl. 

2. Brahmadhirayan - Ec., XVIT, Kl. 

3, paflcavanndrayan - Ec., I(R), cg.65. 

4, Govindasaml, SK., "A Note on the Nomenclature of Chola 
officialdom - JIH., Vol. XX, 1941, PP.93-9, 

5, Tolkappiy-m., Stra.63. 

6. Ec., X;, K1.109. 

7. Govindasami, S.K., opecit, P.9h. 
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The following are some of the further titles conferred on 
members of some nobility and common people as found in the 
Cola epigraphs of Kamataka: 


(i) Cola nirayzna' and Mummadi C51” (King of elephants) of 
Rayardya-T in 991 and 1000 respectively; 


(i1) Panchavan mirayan the general of Rajyaraja bore the title 


‘Telugaranari'. He is also spoken of having bestowed the 


$ pes 
title ‘Kshatriya-Sikhaman Kotgdlve'” on a soldierfin the 
namedi Mania for his 
battle of panasoge in 1012-13; L named Nen108 
(111) 'Cola Ganea'” or tthe Cola who brought the water from 
Ganga river to his capital Gangaikonda Colapuran' - title of 


Rayendra COla-I in 1015 ~16; 


(iv) Conferring the title ‘Goggiyichari'® on an individual by 
the Gavunda of Nagavadi for reasons unknown and several other 


inhabitants are witnesses to it in 1024-25; 


v) Dynastic prefixes and the names after the rulers are also 


noticed viz., 'Nadagavundaraditya Chola gzvundalRacheyys Son 


of uttam. Cola gavunda in 1053; 


(vi) Vi rudarajabhayafikara' or the terrible (?) -A title of 


Kulot tunga Cola-T noticed from a solitary record dated 1102~03, 


n | 


1, Ec, IV(R), ch.145. « Ec NI(R), Sr.78; Ec.,X,Mb.208. 
3. Ec, III(R), Hg.7. 4, Ec.,I(R), cg.65. 


5, Ec. III(R), Nge213. 6. Ec.,V(R), My.221, 
7. Ec.,III(R), Hg.32. 8. Ec.,VI(R), Sr.67. 
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Social welfare and Security measures: 


Women in the C೦೩ solaty enjoyed considerable position and 
status as can be Judged from a study of inscriptions, Women 
in Kamataka under the C೦೩ rule enjoyed certain standards of 
freedom in all walks of their life. Since the rule of the 
Colas over southern Karmataka was for a short period it 1s 
difficult to get adequate sources throwing light on the status 
of women in the 91a society, But the contemporary literary 
sources help us toa certain extent. It is common knowledge 
that the birth of a girl in a family in ancient India was 
considered inauspicious where she was even deprived of her 
property rights and so0ial value of a son more than a dmughter. 
Evidences are lacking regarding the status of common woman in 
the ರ್ತ society but women of the royal society enjoyed high 
status in the rights of property and played a dominant role 

in state.” This can be seen from the faot that the Cola Kings 


granted to them independent powers, 


The position and status enjoyed by women in the Cola sooiaty 
may be analysed under the following categories: 

(1) Royal women in administration, 

(11) Common women and social security, 


(111) Women and Religion, 


(1v) Women and education. 


1. Altekar, AS, The position of women 1n Hindu civilisation, 
2nd Edn, Benares, ರ್‌ NR 


2, KAN. Sastri,, The CLs, P5952. 


(i) Royal Women and administration: 


The Cರ]a epigraphs of Karnataka refer to some queens and 
princess of royalty who took active part in state affairs. 
Thus for instance we find chaturvedimangalams or agraharas 
established after the names of two queens of Rayara3a-I which 


happens to be the earliest references in Kamataka epigraph ss 


Pufigantr alias Trallokkiyamadev 
Chohaturpedimafigalam and 


He 
Vandur alas SSlanddavichcharuppedinaigalam”, 


Rajgaraya's divine sister is identified from am insoription” 
dated 1013 in the name of a god at Malurpatna as Kundaval 
Vinnagar avr, This lady was much respected in the Cola 
empire who made independent endowments to the temple of 


Tanjore district”. 


References to the queen of Rajendra Co0la~I to Adhirajendra 


are found missing in the records, 
ಬ್ರ 


We find mentioned Bhuvanamuludayal or Avaninuludaiyal” (the 
mistress of the whole world) the chief queen of Kulottunga 
CSla-T who ruled jointly wth the King. 


1, EceyIX, Cpe128 dated 1007; Rao, 
2. Ec.» IX, Cpe132 dated 1007. 
3. Ec., IX, Cp.42a, 

4, JTS, Vol. X, P83. 


5. Eo; X, Mb.105a, Mr.101, 
ಇ 


CH; Mys, Gaz, p.995. 
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Of the three queens of Vikrama eo Mukko-kilen ada] is 
referred to in insoriptions dated from his 5th regnal year 
to 12th regnal years as sharing the rule of the King. Her name 
appears t111 the 12th regnal year and 1t seems that she must 


have died thereafter, 


We also notice references to marriage alliances concluded 
between the C01as and westerm Chalukyas of Kalyani. The long- 
standing enemity between the Colas ೩ಿಗೆ Chalukyas ended. after 
the defeat of Chalukyas by Virarajéndra's amy in the battle 
of Kudal sangamam, and conclusion of a matrimonial alliance 


between the two royal potentates, 


Virarajendra gave his daughter (name not found mentiomed in 
any of the insoriptims) in marriage to Chalukya Vikramaditya 
VI, Such alliances enabled the establishment of peace for 


Some years in south India in the midst of long drawn conflicts, 


By about 1200 we find one Cola mahZdev. probably Cola consort 
and most senior queen of Vira Ballala Deva ruling over 
Kembala, She was an undaunted 1ady who persmally went to the 
battlefield and honoured a dead hero with grant of Kodagi. 
From this we can infer that she was an able administrator and 


magnanimous lady.” 


1. Ec, X, ct.,70; Ibid,, sp. 61; Rao, CH, Mys,Gaz, Vol.IT, 
pte(1i1), PP.1138-1139, 
2. Eo, Cn,205, PP.213- 14; QMS, Vole LXIT, April/Dec, 


1972, P50, 


ns 
wi 
[Oy 


(11) Common women and social y (Sati): 


It is not only that royal women displayed their abilities in 
the C0೩ administration but also the common woman who contry= 
buted much more effectively in safeguarding the Cola territory 
and smetimes sacrificed “neir lives in the act. An interesting 
Kannada record from Siddenahall about a heroic lady fighter 
in 1041 1s the only solitary and unique evidence of a common 
woman staging her acts of bravery, This relates to the act 

of bravery put up by Lakshamma ‘gavund daughter of Macha- 
ಕಕಿ್ಬುರೆ who fought and died in the recovery of the cattle, 

In memory of her death a viragal was erected by the village 
officals and the Ssanam engraved by Mudigondachojapatti. 
This interesting event reveals that common women in medieval 
Kamatake were courageous enough to act-as protectors of the 


society along with men, 


It is equally interesting to note that family women were not 


confined to the four walls of their house but enjoyed con= 


siderable independent powers and 3o1ned the male members of 


1. Ec, IX, Ht, p. 89 (rans) - eee Sri Rajendra Chola 


Deverpirthuvi Sisyem geyyuttiire. «Mache... rAvundan 


ದ ಖಲ ಮ 
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the family in making grants to temples etc. An insoriptlon 
of Rajraja-T dated 1013 refers toa wife . ponmakka ofa 


village official of Hofiganur who made grants for the god 


Kundavai Vinnagar Alvar, 


There is also reference” toa lady (mafigax) making a gift of 
3 pon of gold to the god of Talaikkad alzas Ra@ajapuram 
Instances are not wanting of acts of chamty by women like 
Manniyabbe who made grants for the bDrahmins and aS8cetiocs 
(tapasiyar)? of the temple in 1023, In 1032 Gundabbe wife 
of Maraya setti of Srotiyur constructed a temple for god 
Mulasthanadéeva and made a gift of fallow lands by the side 


of the canal running east of the temple.” 


The personality of woman and her beauty 1s clearly pictured 
by the author of Kalingat tupparani” who refers to the lonely 
woman of Malainadu (Kerala and Coorg) and Tuluva-nadu 
(Mangalore). The military expedition by Kulottunga C0la-1 

to these places provided an opportunity to get some of them 
to his court, Verse 43 of the work makes out the interesting 
fact that the women of Karunadjiyar or Karnataka were also 
conversant with Tamil and Telugu languages - Speaking to the 


1, Ec.) IX, op. L2a, 

2. Eo, V(R), TN.247. 

3, Eo, IX, Ht.10. 

, Eo, III(R), NJe215. 

5, Kalingattupparai (In Tamil)., by Pe Palanivel, Madras, 
1975, pp. 18-19. 
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multilingual nature of the people. 


It isa well known fact that the life and honour of woman was 
not always safe and msoriptions| from Kolar district Speak of 
assault on innocent woman by unscrupulous elements, Sometimes 
for political motivated causes, The cow raids sponsored. by 
political rivals provided a welcome opportunity for such acts 
of molestation of woman, It was also a device to invite the 
villagers for a battle with the eventual objyect of occupying 
the territory of the chief antagonist pushing the boundary 


across the village, 


At the same time there were always young men available who 
volunteered and protected the life and honour of the women in 
distress and lost their lives in them which fully reveals the 


sympathetic attitude shown towards the weaker sex, 


Women were not exempt from labour and contributed their might 
to the exchequer, An inscription” of Kulottunga Cola dated 
1072 mentioms that two women servants (pendir adiyal) should 
supply their labour to the temple without any payment (ett) 
from every house except those of the school master (uvatti), 


temple mmager and watchman in the temple of pidariyar at Kolar. 


1, Eo, X; Spe14 dated 1015; Ibid., X, 52.66 dated 1080. 
2. Ec., X, MbeL49a. 


"24h 
Even Temple dancing girls i.e, Deyadiyargal who belonged to 
the class of courtesans are found for the first time in 1071 
serving in the Kolaramma temple and who were paid in Kind ! 
During the reign of Rajaraja, the Tanjore temple had about 400 
dancing girls for temple services”, This practice was not 
opposed by the C0೩ soc1ety and a feature not to be fowmd in 
other contemporary dynasties due to paucity of evidences, 
Even prostitution which is noticed rarely as a regular insti- 
tution in other parts of Karnataka is not to be seen under 
the Colas in southern Karmataka though it was confined to the 


royal and upper classes, 


Self -Tmmokation or Sati: 


Sati’ was not common in the Cla period except for Some scat- 
tered references though certain class of ladies took the vow 
or deemed. it a dignity to die on the funeral pyre of their 
husbands, Even Medhatithi decided that the practice of Ssati 
was nothing but suicide, The women of Karnataka did not 
opt for their ow immolation along with their men-folk but 


under crucial circumstances they were forced to accompany 


them to behold their status”. 


1. Eoe,X, Kl. 106d; $4.91. 2. BT, pp. 234-35. 
3, The earliest reference is about a wife of a som unde oX 
Kuvajala-nadu commit ting sati in 1018 ~- Eo sXUI1, 306297 
3೩, shakuntala Rao Sastri., Women in the sacred laws, Bombay 
"IInd edn, 1960, P.122. 
4, Refer Jyotsna Kemat., Studies in Soo1al life in Kamataka 


New Delhi, 1980 - for a detailed discussion. 
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An instance which is exceptional, of an important Mahdsatikel 
can be cited, dated 1057 of the reign of Rajendra Cola about 
a Woman committing Sati against the will of her parents and 
relatives, The record which 1s 1n Kannada characters is 
elaborate and in a poetic language refers to Dekkabbe, 
daughter of Raviga, the chief of Nugu-nad and a feudatory 
to the C೦L೩ ruler who was given in marriage to Echa who was 
administering Navile-nadu. Echa was a good wrestler and it 
Wappened that in a wrestling match he accidently Killed his 
opponent who was a relative to the King. Immediately he was 
brought to Talakad and executed by the King's officials. 
On hearing this his wife Dekkabbe who was intimate with her 
husband made up her mind to die along wth him. Despite the 
advice of her parents, she remained adamant and argued them 
that she was an illustrious daughter of a chief and faithful 
wife of the ruler of Navale-nadu. This lady was so generous 


that she donated all her belongings and entered the fire, 


Further Dekkabbe belonged to the peasant (Kudiyas) family 


೨ is of the 


9 
by profession and Sudras by ೦೩5೬”, Rev. F,Kittel 
opinion that this is first epigraph mentioning the self- 


? 
immolation of a Sudra wife after her husband's death, 


1. Ec., IV(i), Hg.18. 
2. Jyotsna Kamat.,, Studies in Social life in Kamatakg, «- 
New Delhi, 1980, PP. . ¥ ” 


3; Ec:,IV, 19, P215: 


[a 
i 
ಎಲ 


A vice-versa example! can be quoted here where the father 
commemorates the death of his son and daughter-in-law who 
committed sati. The father also made a grant of 1000 ghattas 
of land under one tak and 100 Kolaga of dry and wet land 
under another tank. But there are evidences regarding re- 


marriage of widow's after logsing their husband « 


The latest reference about sati is from Bangalore distrot 
dated 1118 which records the death of a hero ina tiger-hunt 
wherein his wife entered the fire (t1opmnal)”. From a 


3 


thorough study of Cola inscriptions” it 1s obvious that satj 


was committed by women of the noble family. 


(111) Women and Religxon: 


As discussed earlier women took active part in religious 

Palco m De 
activity and other,d1 scussions of life. Jainism which was 
considered as an ascetic religion by wnmen was more popular 
in Karnataka, Though the Cola and Chalukya inscriptions 
mention that the Clas demolished Jain temples it was not to 
the extent of completely annihilating Jain religion. Tolerance 
is observed on the part of the Imperial Colas in Kamataka 


on humanitarian grounds, It is correctly observed by Altekar* 


1. E&ce, IV, Hg.100, 

2. Eco, IX, Kn.12, 

3. E0., III(R), Hg.60; Zb1d.,IX, DvV1h. 

4, Altekar, A.S., Position of women, Pe207. 


"2439 
thus: - 
Those very women whom religion had once regarded as outcastes 


eventually enabled i% to tide over most difficult times, They 


were the most faithful custodians of its spirit and traditioms." 


The abovementioned statement is corroborated by an example’ 
which states that in 1100 Basavave ganti or Kantis, & female 
Jaina nm of Dxvakaranand, S.ddhantidava of Mula -Safigha, 
Desiya-gana and pustaka-gachchha made some gifts of 30 gadyanas 
of gold at the time of Padamulaparigraha (initiatiom into 
disciple hood) and got the worship done. Se is also desory= 
bed as wholly devoted to self-imposed restraint, morel disoi- 
pline, studies of reljgious works, meditation, obsewance of 
silence and performance of religious rites. A nishichi stone 
was set up as parokshavineya (religious expiation) by her 
disciple general dandeanayake Nakimayya. 


The Jains liberated women from their bondage in the religious 


sphere to develop their spiritual personality. 


Another ೦೩5೮” mentioning about religious catholicity is 


revealed by the instance of cagaladevi a Jaina devotee who 


ಕಾಬಾ we? pees 
constructed a Saiva temple of cagalesvara in 1062 at Balligave 
( Shimoga district) and made some charities (Kanya-dand) to 


several brahmins. 


BO, V(R), Kn.23, (Trans ಲಾ pe681). 
2. Bo. VIII, Nr. 47. 


~~ 
‘ [: 
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Nuns were not only seen among the Jainas but also among the 
Saivas. Thus we find a female ascetic (yogi) being 

allotted some paddy for ಹ ತಟರtಂnaಗ೦ಲ. They lived along 
with the staff of the temple of goddess pidariyar. Besides 


this virgin women in the same temple performed the Kanya-pu)ai” 


P1ous women appeared to be more wealthy and philanthrophic 
minded. A Taml immigrant Nachchiyalvar, daughter of Stal~ 
yandal, a dancing girl of Kirtinarayana temple at Talakad 
made a gift of lamp and deposited some money in the temple 
treasury for the permanent maintenance of the lamp. Karaikal 
Amma, the Sava woman devotee is seen figuring in an ins- 
cript1on dated 1124 from Davangere, an evidence of Tamil 
elements in the Chalukyen territory of KarnAtake " and compact 


religo-cultural ties between the Colas and Chalukyas. 


Apart from this,religious minded women went for pilgrimage 
to other parts of the country, Tiruvorriyur a place of 
religious importance during Rajendra Cola-I attracted pil- 
grims from all parts of the country. Nimbaladevi wife of 
Indaladeva of Talaigrama 1n Viratanagara (1dentif1ed with 
Hangal, Dharwad district) visited the place and made a gift 
of 90 sheep for the maintenance of a perpetual lamp in that 


»™ 
[a 


1. Boo,X, K1.106d dated 1071. 
2. Eo.,X, K1.108. 

3, Eo. XIV, TN.189. 

4, Boe, XT, Dg.155; EHD., PL. 


temple!, and Ariyavammal alias Nigalabbaisani wife of Prabha- 
ಅಲಾ Ro 
kara=bhatta of Merkalapuram in Aryadesa settled here as a 


devotee, 


The bordering regions of Mysore 1.e,, Hassan and Sravanabela- 
gola was a Jain centre, Though the Colas had to encounter 
the border conflicts they d1d not turn up their political 
aggressions into a religious one but instead respected all 


cultures alike, 


(1v) Women and Education: 


Women in 0೦.೩ times were not much educated and illiteracy 
was the main cause of thelr suppression. It was only the 
woman of royalty and local officials who were given Scope 
for entering the educational institution, Vichchamai the 
senior wife of pappanapperumal Sanudaiyan is said to be 


well versed in pure Tamil.” 


It seems that dancing provided popular education for women 
ನ್‌ » 
in the Cola empire, The temple of Somichchara in the village 
7 
of &gattur 1s mentioned as a centre of dancing for the dam- 


sels, well-equipped with mandapams, halls and p೩laoes, 


1, MER., 1913, App. B.128. 
2. Bo, X, 84.9. 
3. Ec., X, 84.9 dated 1120, 


"2೧2 


Cattle -Raids: 


Cattle=wealth which formed the main Source of income for a” 
particular locality, region and community was subject often 
to cattle-lifting was a common offence committed 1n and around 
Cಂja occupied parts of Karnataka. A study of the table of 
cattle-raids reveals that Mysore reglon was much affected by 
cow=raids, From this local fights and highway robberies 
cropped up. Another constant source of danger to the cattles 


were from the wild animals. 


Herostones or viragals were raised for the heroes who ded 
in the local skirmishes. An instance can be cited about a 


hero who defended a woman and d1ed 


His brother performed the parokshavinaya for nim”. Women 
heroines also participated in cow-ra1ds.) Cases of encounter-~- 
ing highway robbers (Kallars)* and thieves is also noticed in 


the region of Kolar and Mysore, 


One cannot come to a definite conclusion about the purpose of 
cow=ralds and local fights which conjoined several factors 


and the rest was left to the local authorities who were given 


independant powers to deal wth the criminals. 


1. Ec., IX, Kn,12; Ibid., X, ct. 78. 
2. Ec., V(R), Kn. 113, 

3. Eo, IX, Ht. 11. 

4, Ec. X, Kl1h; Eco, III(R), Hg. 122. 


Food and Dress Habits: 


Inscriptions recording endowments to temple refer toa number 
of food articles which were consumed during the Cola period, 
Paddy (nel) was the chief crop cultivated in the Cola land 
and hence rice (aris) formed the staple food of the popu- 
lation. The prices of paddy seems to have varied from place 
to place and according to productivity. At kolar during vhe 
reign of Kulottunga Cola-l, the K2Su equivalent to half a 
mada} fetched. oly 2% Kalams of paddy and k Kalams at Tiru- 
vorriylir' in Tamilnad. An unsoription” of Rajendra C01a-1 
dated 1014 refers to the cultivation of white paddy and 
harvested in spring (payyan) . Black paddy was harvested. 
during Kodai ( Summer) freed from stones, chaff, sprouting 
and diseased grains supplied to temples. Also2 full meals 


were given every day to those who collected paddy. 


Manasollasa and LokOpakara are the main source book for the 


study of food habits of the people of Karnataka 


The mention of the temple kutchen” presupposes that the items 
of worship particularly eatables were exclusively prepared 


in it, Most of the people were vegetarians. Even Jowar (j01a) 


1, K.A.N. Sastri., The Colas, P.561, 
hd 

2 EO; IX, Cpe 129. 

3. Ee, X, K1.108. 
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a new crop to the Colas was taken to cultivation and including 


1% as their food in Karndtake |, 


Food varieties like vegetables (Kaykari) curry (Kariyamudu) 

cakes (yadajiy) were used. Arecanuts (gdajkkay) and betel- 

leaves (verrilaji) or tmpilam? an important offering to the 
NY Sampuanm 

deity was consumed after the meals) and betel-chewing was a 


past-t1ime in early medieval days, 


Non-vegetarian food was also consumed by royal officials and 
military staff. Though we get indirect evidence of goat and 
sheep sacrifice (bali) in temples, it is clear that meat was 
an important part of food habits, We get a rare undated 
epleraph* of RajyadhirSja-T from Kempanapura (a military um 
commercial camp) mentioming about the feeding of a plg to 
the swordsman and merchant body guards 1n memory of the 


deceased heroes 


Drinks: 


೨ 


It is perfect as A,L¢ Basham” writes in the following words: = 


"Medical texts even of a late period go so far as to recommend 


the use of both meat and alcohol in moderation and do not 


1. Ec., IV(R), Ko.65. 
2. Il, XX, 11. 

3. Eo.; X, Mb.106a, 

4, Eee, IV(R), on.146. 
5. A.L.Bashen,, The wonder that was India, London, 1954, P.213. 
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forbid the eating of beef. It 1s doubtful if complete vege- 

tarianism has ever been universal in any part of India, though 
4 

in many regions it was and still is practiged by most high 


caste-Hindus!" ., 


Even in the Cola days drinks formed a part of food-habits and 
there was no prohibition, The cost of 2 kalam of intoxicating 
drink (mattiyapanam) for the yoein1 -yogS Svara pu)ar. was equi- 
valent to 1 kalam of paddy together with 1 tun, of rice was 


೧ರ. ‘ R 


Further inscriptions also refer to rest houses (anmachchat ras) 
and water tanks (aravattiges) which helped the travellers on 


long Journeys” and provided them with human necessities. 


Lithic records are silent regarding the dress and ornaments 
worn during the period under study, But the sculptural evi- 
dence help us toa considerable extent, The ceiling sculptures 
of the Bhoga Nandisvara temple at the foot of Nandi h11l in 
Chikballapur taluk of Bangalore district depicts the dress of 


a religious personality identified with Rajendra Cola-1(?2) 


wearing a band l1ke the Yajlopavita and a half-worked necklet 
3 


bracelets, armlets and a short loin cloth” resembling like a robe, 


1. Eo. X K1 108. bf 
2. &T., XX, 101. 
3. MAR., 1932, P69... 
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The common cloth for women (೩ಡಿ) found mentioned in an undated 
record! of Rajadhiraya was payedaj. Dekkabe the 1llustrious 
lady who committed Sati after the illegal execution of her 
husband donated all gold embroidered clothes.” 


9 
Ear rings (Sevikkavu)” was found to be used by women, 


Flowers which played a significant place of worship of dejities 
was also used by men and women and considered sacred, An 
insoription” of Vikrama Cola dated 1120 mentions the names 


pe 


of some of the following flowers; =~ 


Ketagai, malligai, madavi, Kinjukananjary, padari, punna1 
py ಬಾ 9 9 
arajiyara, magila, sidalal, mauval serund}, Senbaga and 
ed TT sd % 


Lirumaniyiry. 


Sports, past-times and entertainments: - 


Sports and past-times played a vital role in the socal acti- 
vities of the people during the Cola period, though advance~ 
ments in varlous feats is not clear but most of the activities 
were confined to the rural people. The members of the royal 
family had their physical training through the ages imparted 
in heredity. Though sports in ancient days formed. a part and 
parcel of the soc1o=cultural activities it was mainly for 


military orientation, 


1. Ec.;, IV(R), Ch.146. 
2. Ec., ITI(R), Hg.60. 
3, Ec.;, V(R), TN.232, 
L. Ee, X, 5.9. 
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Elephant Feats; 


The Coja rulers possessed the highest number of elephants 

in their army and in whole of south India which Drought them 
victories over other contemporary dynasties in southInd1a 

and abroad, As such the Colas encouraged or gave impetus 

to control the elephants. Rakkasa Gaiga a feudatory of Raya-~ 
ra Cola-T is well know for his capability of stopping a 
lusty elephant with his hand !, The winners in this matoh 
were richly rewarded, Even Panchavean Marayan, a general of 
Ragardya-I is desoribed as gendhavarana of Mummadi ೦೦೩ 1.6, 
Rayardya which means his rutting elephants destroyed many 


2 
enemies. 


Even Rajadhirajya-I was am expert in elephant riding and 
fighting. The Chalukyan inseriptim) mentions that he ded. 
fighting valiantly in the battle~field (. Zhavanangadol- 
cholikan ammisattan and another record” from Tanjore district 
states that he died fighting on an elephant back (&naimel 
tunjiyarulina) . Manasdl1Zsa’> mentions that elephant-mding 
was for the amusement of the people and the rulers bore titles 
indicate a marvel to the elephant or a wrestler against the 


elephants. From the above statement it reveals the prime 


1, Eco, VIZ, M.39 & 57. 
2. E0., VI(R), Sr.78. 

3. Ec., VII, SK.118, 

4, MER., 1925, Para 10; Refer App.B3.No.. 193 of 1925. 
5. Mena., 658-59, P.210, 
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facie of elephants both in sports and war. 


Shooting and Horse-Riding: 


Archery and horse=riding equally formed an important game. 
The keeping of regiment of bomen (villygal) in the C01೩ army 
reveals that arrow=shooting was both asSport as well as mili-= 


tary science, 


Wrestling: 


Wrestling was another important match witnessed and enjoyed. 
by the Cola rulers, Kannada insoriptioms and literature refer 
to the word malla| and Jatt which came to mean strength. 

Tne rulers generally selected wrestlers as their body-guards 


who enjoyed special patronage in the Imperial court, 


It is unfortunate to mention here that the Cola rulers failed 
to adopt qualities of sportsmanship. A peculiar instence” 

can be cited from Belaturu where Echa the ruier of Navle-nad 
acaudently killed his opponent (a royal member) in a wrestling 
match. For this reason he was executed immediately by the 


Cola officals, 


The bordering regions of Mysore always invited trouble and 


hence the Colas posted strong persons to these areas, 


1, Ec., III(R), Hg.60 - The inscriber's name of this record 
is'Mallat who is also desoribed as Kavirajabandhava 
(King of poets). 


2. Ec.) III(R), Hg.60 dated 1057. 
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Thus in 1020-21 we find mentioned Réjéndra Cola sett1 of 
Bama gavunda ಗಿದೆ of Maravur, a wrestler in border fights and 
quick in action. A record of 1019 speaks about the death 

of a person in mallayuddha or wrestling.” Hence people of 
the above mentioned calibre were much valued. for their 


strength, valour and physical attainments. 


Hunting: 


ಸಿಹಿ _ 
Hunting was a paff-t1me in the Cola tumes, AgnipurSnen” men- 


tions thus: “King should hunt in a forest of preserved games 
by way of taking physical exercises or by way of making 


himself inured to hardship." 


COLa epigraphs from Karnataka speak about persons losing 
their lives while fighting with tigers" and ಏಂಡ್‌”. There~ 
after herostones were erected in memory of the deceassd 


hero and liberal grants were made for their upkeep, 

Music: 

Music cmstituted the main core of entertalnnent both in the 
imperial court and temples. Music was conducted regularly 


thrice a day in the Mulasthanadeva temple at Srotriya-gréma. 


1. Ec., IV(R), He.5. 
2. M.A.R., 1928, No.100. 

3, MN. Dutt (Trans); Agnipuranam Calcutta, 1902, CCXLI, P.867. 
4, Ec, IX, Kn. 12; 1bid., X, ot. 162 dated 1124, 

5, Eo, IX, Bn.32 dated 1080; Ib1d., X; ot. 78 dated 1121. 
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Five musical instruments (Panchamahasabda) are specified in 


this record namely tivali (1), datte (3), Khandike (3), 
APA Rd ವ 
Jayagante (1) and Kale (3). 


Apart from these there were musical instruments l1ke tabor 

(mattalam), double drum (Karadigal), Kambadavyyan (7), gong 

and hand-bell (Kamen) and specialists in this type of music 
ASMA 


were appointed. in the temple of pidZriyar”. 


Marri ape: 

Marriages were conducted in a grand fashion which was equi~ 

valent toa festival in those days, A lithic record) dated 

1054 mentions that Gaurakka the eldest daughter of Sarvayma- 
2ರಡರಡ ಯಲೆ Rajgadhirajya Chakravartl of Maysunad who was the 
chief of the tala of Settikarapura in ಔಡಯ೦1e -೧ತಿ್ಗ was given 

in marriage to Bafikadeva setti. Dowry was gven in the form 
of lands donated to the sm-in-law of the chief, The record 


also mentions that one Bavi-setti gave adivari (7) to Gaurabbe. 


Standard of living: 


The people of the Cola times in Kamataka lived self-sufficient 
and happy life though we do not get detailed information about 


the relative status of upper and lower classes. Charity was 


1. Ec., III(R), Ny.215 dated 1032. 
2. Ec., X, Kl.1064, 
3. Ec, III(R), Ny. 178. 
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a notable feature and during every auspicious celebration, 


feast was offered to all the people of that particular locality |. 


Habitation seems to have been quite spacious, some lived inside 
the quarters of the temples”. Bricks and stones were used for 


the construction of temples as well as houses, 


Royalty lived in huge palaces and halls (mandapam). Kulottunga 
Cola-I 15s said to have been seated in the throne under the 
pearl canopy at Vikram cholapuran”, in Kolar, But there are 
no traces of any buildings of the ಊ೦]೩5 today though recently 
the palaces of Rajendra 0೩-1, Kulottunga-I and others have 
been unearthed at Gafigaikonda C0] apuram 1n Udayarpalayam taluk 
of Tiruchirapalli district by the Tamilnadu state department 


of Archaeology". 


The standard of life can also be assessed by examining the 
allotments made to various categories of professionals accord~ 
ing to their designations and the type of work in the Kola- 


reamma temple” given in a tabular form; 


1, Ec. III(R), Hg.58 - During the renovation of temple by the 
chief of Nugu=nad, 1000 people were given feast, 

2, £o., X, K1.106d & 108. 

3. Ec., X, K1.106d & 108; Also see Rao, C.H., Mys.Gaz, P1153. 
L, The Hindus,Feb.28, 1980. 

5, Ec., X, K1.1064. 


1. 


[0 
° 


~J 


0 


10, 


11, 


S.No. 


Name of the consumer 


madopattiyam - management 
of the temple). 


Performer of sacred worship 
(A Brahmin). 


Brahmacharins (4) 


Waterman who supplied water 
(TirumeMyalnir) for the 
£೦ರಡdess, 


Flower gatherers (2) who 
collected flowers and held 
the sacred parasol of the 
೬ಂddಎss, 


Watchman (3) (Tiry- 
meykkappar). 


Gardeners (2) of the 
temple garden, 


Yoginis (4), 
Yogesvaras (4) 


Bhairavas (3). 

For the Bhayiravimudali 
Virajendrakkaliyuga (pro~ 
bably head of the 

Bhayi rawvas? ) 


Drummer (who beats the 
drum bound on the head). 


Allotments 


60 Kalam 
pe 


180 Kalam of paddy. 


of paddy 


"262 


5 nali of rice each day for 
ಸ್ಯ 


each. 


5 Kelam of paddy at 4 nali a 
————— _—— 


day. 


30 Kalam 


of paddy 


per day for both, 


90 Kalam 
a day, 
60 Kalam 
a day, 
60 Kalam 
a day. 
90 Kalam 
a d೩y; 
90 Kalam 
a ರೆಯ; 
60 Kalam 
a day. 
45 Kalam 


ad 1 nal a day. 
- 


of paddy 


of paddy 


of paddy 


of paddy 


of paddy 


of paddy 


of paddy 


at Lnal 
ಮ 


at 1 
at 1 
at 4 
at 6 Nali 


at 1 


at 1 


at 1 Kuruni 


12, 


13 


14, 
15, 


16. 


17. 


18, 


19. 


೭೧, 
21. 


S.No, Name of the consumer 


Man who beats the Tabor 
(mattalam) (2). 


To the person who beats 


the double drum (Karadiga), 


to the man who beats the 
gong, to the man who rings 
the hand-bell (Kaimani) 
and To two men who blew 
the conch. 


Kambadaviyan (7) 


Dancing master. 


Accountant (Karanam). 


Dancing girls (Devarediyar) 
(24), 


Potter (Kusavan) who sup~= 
plied water for the temple 
Kitchen. 


Washerman (who washes the 
garments. of the goddess). 


Astrolger. 


Lecturer on Vyakarana and 
Yanala, 


Puyari. 
St one ~-Mason (Kal=tachchan) 
who repaired the temple. 


Allotments 
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105 Kalam at L nal a day. 
ಕಾಬಾ 


~do~ 


30 Kalam at 1 Kurwi a day, 
pM 


37 Kalam, 1 tun and 1 padakku 
of mceat 1 Kurunl and 2 nali 

ರಾಂ ಮಾಲಾ 
a day. 


30 Kalam of paddy. 


540 Kalam of paddy at 6 nal, 
ed ರಾ 
a day. 


15 Kalam of paddy at 4 nal} 
a day. 


~do= 


30 Kalam of paddy at 1 Kurwli 
ed ecm und 
a day. 


-do= 
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Sect1on,2: 
Religxon: 


Saxvism and Vay snavism: 


It 1s said that the gifts of southem India to Indian culture 
was Hinduism, The Imperial Colas were the champions of Saivism. 
The numerous Salva temples and nathas built by them can be 
listed to indicate the state of saivism. The Colas by their 
gradual expansion in south India invited much of the populace 
to take to the religion of Siva. But it is to be noted that 
they were not staunch saivites though the members of the 


3 
royalty were Salva devotees, they did interfere umecessaryily 


in the affairs of other religion, 


The vijyayalaya line of the Colas marked the commencement of 


9 
glorious age of south Indian ‘Saivism and valsnavisn'. 


The Cola rule went to the extent of maintaining cordial rela- 
3 
tionship with the Sryivaisnavites, An example” can be cited 


from Yeldur of the 4th regnal. year of Kulottunga Cola-I dated 
(hLCA ’ * 
1073 registers that Ammanigaiyalvar (a Srivaisnava. ) granted to 


pe: 
3 
Sevaganparru to provide for the daily expenses of the aratta- 


೨೪ ; A _ > 
Yyamam in the temple of Isanaisvaram Udayya Mahadevar (Siva 
temple) at Iratiyur or the modern Yeldur 1n Mulbagal taluk 


of Kolar district a unique instance of religious affinity. 


1. The Colas., P. 636-37. 
Lhe Colas 
2. Bc., X, Mb. 4೦6. 
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F 
The conditions of Saivism and Vaysnavism can now be studied 


with particular reference to the contribution made by some 


rulers as Rajyardjya and Rajéndra 


Rayaraya-T: 


The earliest mention of Savi sm 1n Karnataka 18 Seen in Rajya 
raya's grants to the padariyar temple at Kolar mentioned in 
insorptions| of his 12th and 22nd regnal years dated 996 and 
1006 respectively. The worshipper of the goddess was a 

Saiva Brahmin of the Kausika gotra. During Rayarija's rezgn 
there was . perfeot religious toleration. Inhis 23rd regnal 
year hd granted to a visnu temple at Manallr, Subsequently 
in the same year three grants are found to be made to the 


5 A record of Rayardya dated 1003-04 of his 19th 


same god. 
regnal year registers a grant by the £ಮುಟುರs of Mayilafigaz 
of Idat-nad ad other places in the name of periya Kundavai 
Alvar (1.e., Rajaraya's elder sister) 1n favour of Vinnagar 
var (a vaisnava deity) at Menallir. * Another record’ of 
his 30th regnal year refers toa grant by him as Rajaraya 
V1danga -Deva which was after his name ‘Vydanga!' (Witenka)®, 
This reveals that Rajyarajya was the first ruler who patronised 


$ 
Srivalsnavisn and made endowments often, 


1, Bco,X, K1.106b & 106c. 2 Eo, IX, Cp 128 dat ed, 1007. 
3. Lbid., cpe130, 131 & 132. 4, Ece, IIT, IN. 35. 
5. Bo., IIT, TN.L8. 6. SIT., IT, Ve20; Rao, C.H,, 


Mys. Gaz, Vol.Il, pt (11), P. 957 = The Main Shrine of Tanjore 
temple was named Dakshinameru Vidangen. 
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It was during the period of construction of the Tanjore temple 
that Rajyarajya built and endowed a temple to wm Snu at Tadi - 
malingi near Talakad which was called as Travikulananikka 
Vinnagar or Ravikulamanikya yisnugriha . Another record 1& 
of 1004-05 which is the earliest reference to the vestiges 

of Sr1vasnavism in Karnataka records the purchase of lands 
for the temple out of the financial assistance by perlya-= 
Kundavai ಪ್ರಳಷಿr (tthe elder s1ster of Rajyaraya') and the sale- 
deed was to be protected by the Srivai smavas of the temple. 
Hence the mention of Sr.vei savas in the early eleventh 
century in the view of Mysore district along with Visnu 

temple indicates their presence in Karmataka and a centre of 
Srvaisnavism established at Tadimalingl long before Ramanujyats 
advent and arrival in the area? Further this is doubly con= 
firmed by the appearance of Srva1 snavas in the Jenardana 
temple at Mayilangal or Tadimalingi in Mysore district in 

the late 10th century and early 11th century. This temple is 


a genuine Cola edifice fully devoted to visnu’, 


It is relevant here that both Kundavay and Rajyaraya who were 
3 
devoted Saivites also patronised Vaisnavism and Jainism a 


rare and unique example of their religious catholicity an 


1, Ec., IIT, TN.35 dated 1004-05, 1a Ec.,V(R), TN.230. 

2. Rao, C.H., Mys.Gaz, Vol.IT, pt (11), P. 958; MA.R., 
1912, para 77. 

3. Me.AR., 1938, P36. 
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Karnataka by an alien power. 


Beh ಲ Dons 
It was generally @oncelved earlier by the ಆಕ್ಟ that Srival- 


snavi sm ushered into Karnataka along with Ramanujya during his 
religious persecution by Kulottunga Cola-T in the dawn of 
the 11th century. However §S., Krishnaswamy Alyangar' makes 


the following observations in this context; 


“The general body of vaisnavas were not ill-treated but 
Ramamujya's active work at Srirangan attracted attention and 
ended in the blinding of Kurattalvar and the 014 preceptor 
of Ramanuja himself. Ramamuja was compelled to leave the 
country. This must have taken place about the nineties of 
the 11th century. He immigrated into Mysore and converted 
Bittideva to vaxsnavism. Thenceforward Vishnuvardhana 
supported. the cause of Ramanujya and encouraged Vai snavism 
and he went on building Vishnu temples and endowing them". 


2 
Other scholars have al®é expressed unanimous opinion denoting 


1, SK. Aiyangar., Ancient India, Madras, 1911, P.218. 


2. K.A.N. Sastri.,, A History of south India, PPL12 FF; TA. 
Gopinatha Rao, Sir Subrahmanya Ayyar lectures on The History 
of Srivaisnavas; Madras, 1923, PP.9 ff; JDM. Derrett,, 

The Hoysalas, P.222, F.N.2; AN. Krishna Ayengar., "The 
contribution of Mysore to Vai snavi sm in south India, QIMS.,, 
XXXL, pps 426-34; Vasantha, R “The Co1as and the intro~ 
duction of Srivai snavisn 1n Kamataka - QMS, Vole LXV, 
1973, April/Dec, PP. 32-36, 
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the persecution of Ramanujacharya by the Imperial Colas which 
is also confirmed by the earlier establishment of vaisnava 
colony at Tadimalingi a part of Cola dominion. It is also 


worthy to note that both the nayanmars and Alvars lived 


together for a cultural and religious conglomeration. 


Rayaraya built the temple of Jayangonda Coja Vinnagar alvar 

at Manalur near Channapatna in Bangalore district and dedicated 
to Visnu. The grants to vaisnava temples were continued by 
his son Rajendra Coa as the record! of 1014 explicitly states 
that the Srivaisnavas and the 500 of Tiraiyayiram were to 
protect the charity. It is interesting to notice in this 
cmnection that inscriptions of Rಸjarಕya” end with the 1mpre~ 
catory verse: to the effect that he who protects the charity 
“Will attain vaugundam the abode of Visnu'. Similarly the 


3 


inscriptions of Rajéndra COla-I” with obeisance to Hari i.e,, 


Visnu. 


Rajendra Cola-T: 


The period of Rajendra Cola is know for considerable advance - 
? 

ment in Saivism and worship by some primitive deities, Asa 

temple renovator his greatness is seen in the numerous grants 


made to the cult deity 1.e., pidariyar of Kuvalala. 


1. Ec, IX, Cpe 129 & 133, 
೭ Ec. IX, W132, 
3. Ec IX, ope 127. 
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One of his generalsUttama Cola replaced. the brick portions of 
the temple with stone. Even the female goddess ChanundSsvari 
1s found worshipped from a epigraph” dated 1038 at Alur, Maila- 
nahalli Hoblz, Nagamangala taluk, Bangalore district, which 
registers a grant of 500 kuli of land to the goddess also 
referred. to in another record) ‘as the guardian deity of 


Kaivara-nady, 
L (618) 


One of the most revered gurus Of Rajendra Cola was TS8anaSiva 
pandita of the Kalamukha sect (who came from the north) to 
whom he showed. his respect by dedicating a temple in honour 
of san Siva pandita at Sit iru in Mysore district Though 
Ssaxvism was given first preferédnce by Rajendra ೦]೩, other 
sects like Srivaxsnavi.sm did not logse 1ts popularity as 
clear from the epigraphs* of this ruléex both in the Tamil 


country and Karnataka. 


1 


Reference to Vaikhandsa 1.e,, worshipper of visnu are not 
found mentioned in the lithic records of the Colas in 

ಜಾ | 
Karnataka, probably owing to the absence of this sect in 

Oo | ಮ 
Karnataka lack of epigraphical ;evidences. Though the alvars 

[3 p ಲಾವಾ 

and acharyas belonged to the above mentioned VaikhanSsa 
group they are noticed in the Cola imscriptions of Karmataka 


who were redeemed. with high esteem. A 


1. Ec 2. £0, IX, N1.7a. 
3. Ece,X; K1.26 dated 1017. 3a. Ec., IIT, Ny. 164. 
4 +» 187 of 1919; 176, 181 & 184 of 1923; Ec.,IX;, cpe127. 


° Ec.,X, K1,109a, 


[5 
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Worship of Minor deities: | 


Apart from the worship of traditional deitiea of Siva and 
Vis, the worship of Surya (sun) was also in vogue during 
the period of Rajendra oP The worship of Ganapatiyar 
and Kshetrapala 1s also referred to in an inseription! which 
registers a grant for the festival of the god ArumolidSvisvaren 
Udaiya Mahadevar of Nigarili Fjapuren. It also states that 
the festival should start after the festival of Ganapati was 
over, A reeord” of 1043 refers to the emsecration of three 
images on the auspicious ೦೮8೩3] ೫ of the worship of Duggal 
(i... Durga), Kettirapalar (KshSbrapalar) and Ganavatiyar 
(Ganapatiyar) and records grant of 700 Kuli of land by the 


local camindas 


The promulgation of Nathism in Tulu-nad and in Karnazaka whieh 


_ 9 
was under the influence of the GQolas is seen from tha Soja- 


3 


devanahalli inseriptian’ in Kamada characters of Rajendra 


೧0la-T dated 1029, It gives the following account of Natha- 


\ 


pantha:; 


“At the foot of the sacred big tree (Sri-vrksha) in Ghendrapuri 
(the modem Chandavara of the Honnavar taluk of North Kanara 


distriet) situated. by the western ocean was stationed Aqinatha 


po 


1. Eee, IX, ope 135. 
2. Bee, IX, Ht. 142. 
3. Ee, IX, Nl. ' 
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by only thinking solely on whose lotus feet are destroyed. the 


9 
results of the evil deeds committed in former births (Sr, 


! 


- 9 _— — ಬಾ 
paschimabdhisthyta Chandrapuryam Sry Vrksha muledhikrtadina- 


Shah). His disciple waited on by the Kings among the circle 
of great ones the greatest was Chayadhinatha whose head the 
keenest rays (Chaya) of the sun (dinanatha) do not effeot. 
An intoxicated bee at his lotus feet was Dvipanatha, the 
world renowed. His disciple, invincible by other disputants, 
was Manninatha in the fom of Rudra. The disciple of the 


[| 


last named Vamaayya."" 


This evidence: testifies to the fact that the Nathapantha was 
strong in Chandravara dung tne 11th century and the record 
nelps us to know that AdinZtha' who was familiar to the Tuluva 
eountry during the 9th=10th centuries was the first of the 
Natha -panthis sect. In this connect on P.Gururajya Bhatt 
says thus: “The Natha-pantha predominantly Saivite in funda= 
mentals and practice should command itself to most classes of 


1 
[l 


people in Tuluva," 


Kulottunga Cola-T: 


AR 9 
During the reign of Kulottunga Cola -T many Saiva temples were 


[ 


rebuilt and the visnu temples continued to be placed under the 


» __ 
protection of the Srivaisnavas' of the 18 nadus. Though Kulo= 
9 °° | [) 
ttunga was a devoted saivite, the persecution theory of Rama- 


1, P. Gururaja Bhatt., SIHC, P.295. 


| 
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nujya cannot be entertained in, the light of the evidences cited 
3 
earlier and the existence of Srivaisnavisa in the occupied 
regions of Karnataka long before Ramanujya. Rameanuja stepped 
po 9 
into Karnataka where Srivaisnavism had already taken root 


under the benevolent patronage of early Cla rulers. ! 


4 


Some of the gods which might have been of popular worship 
during the days of Kulottunga: Cola are found mentioned in an 
inscription” dated 1071: for instance Sapteamatrikas - Vira-~ 
phadra, Brahman, Tsvari, Vaishnav, IndrZn, Ganapati; 
ChEnmundS Svar apart from the chief shrine or nulasthana, 


pO ಮಾ ಮಾ PR PU RU 
Kshet rapaladeva, Mehasasta, Siryadeva, Yogini and Yogesvara. 
Vikrama Cola (1118-1135): 
PA 
? 
Vikrama Cola's reign saw the popularity of both the saivite 
and Vaisnavite saints. Vakroma Cla was a devout follower 
? 
of the Saiva faith as seen by the grant of a sacred foot-stool 
of &o1d and the consecration of 1mages of parvat, Ganapati 
and FMiryadivar.) The worship of Sun became popular from the 


beginning of the 12th century for another two centuries, 


Sugattur in Kolar district was a place of religious sanctity. 


1. QIMS,, Vol. LXIT, April/Dec. 1972, pp. 55. 
2. Eo, X, Kl. 110; SIT, III(1i), No.67, pe139. 
3, Ec., X, $d. 9 dated 1120. 
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| 
1 


Kulottunga-TT (1133-1150): | 

The periyapurenam, a monumental Saiva hagiology composed by 
Sekkil ar who was a reformist of 12th century and court minister 
of Kulottunga Cola-~II cona.derably influenced and modernised 
the saivites of Karnataka into Veerasaivites. Even Harihara 

a staunch Saivite, contemporary of Sekkilar and an aceuntant 
in the court of Hoysala Narasimha Ballala felt the impact of 
Saivism of the Tamil country whereby he canposed his Nambj- 
Yanna Ragale. The ‘Sixty thre (Arupat tunuvar) Nayanmars! 

of the periyapuranam is also of the same number in Kannada 


works which they call tAruvattu Muvara. puratanara charite' and 


'Aruvattu Muvar 


purEtena charanara charite' which indicates 
that some sanctity was attached to the number 63 in mentioning 
the Nayanmar 1 The life histories of the 63 Nayanmars of 
periyapuranam was not only papular in the Tamil country but 
also gained attraction in Karnataka celebrated in their 


respective literary works as follows: 


“Try shast1 charite'!, Aruvat tumuru puradana charanara/and 


Fl ಈಡ 
Sarana LilZnrutan" >. L sharite 


Some of the religious personalities got their training in the 
p 
principles of Saivism now which helped them later on to propa= 


? 
gate it in a refined fom 1.e.,, Veerasaivism. 
] 


1, K. Nambl Arooran,, Glimpses of Tamil culture (Based on 
periyapuranam), Madurai, 1977, P.17. 


2. Thid., P23. 
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In this context we can refer to, the following observations 


| 
made by ಸತಯ ಜರ ಯಲ! ರಪ land. 


"Beleyilladedeyilla Jama Villadurilla 
Nelala tampilla dinpilladZraviyilla 
Kaveri Sakala Sasyodi gala ver 

Hari dEladEsa dol harabhakt rasadanbe 


dharanitalakkaurita Vimala Varudhiyante" 


“There is no place where there ಸನ no vegetation, 

no village where there are no people, 

There is no watershed without sweetness and shelter, 

The river Kaveri which removes the sins of those who touch it, 
And nourishes the entire vegetation, 

Flows in the land like the Juice of devotion to Siva, 


Like ambrosia to the lad." 


Influence of Tamyl religous literature and philosoph 


Further as discussed below Harihara who 1s famous for the 
story of Nambiyanna and Ponnambalam who was accused as a 
thief of a vessel by god. in disguise as a priest is evidently 


borrowed from Sekkilar's periyapurenam. GS. Dikshit B remarks 


1, SMankar Kedilaya,.A.; Harihara and Seklzlar - JOR., Uni- 
versity of Madras, Vol, XVIII, pt.el, 1978, ppr1-14, 

2. 1hd., Pe13-14, 3 G8. Dikshit., LSGHK, P.116 FN. 

JnHaribara's Tirunilakantha Mahatme - Harzharana Ragalegalu, 
pt.l, Ed., PG. Halkatti, PP.26-27, Bigapur, 1932. 


4 Zirmilakentha? a respected priest of 


»- 
~¥ { 
~ + 
' 

{ 
/ 
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thus \'the scene of this story is laid in Tamilnad and though 
it is basedi on a Tamil work periyapurénam still the poet Hari- 
hara Who wrote the story in Kannada may be taken to depict 
the conditions with which he was familiar in Karnataka and 
this is also true of the other work Nambzyanma Ragale." ‘The 
poet also refers to the existing social and religious condi- 


tions in Karnataka a wunterpart prevalent in the Tamil country. 


The 63 Saiva saints of Tamilnad are called 63 purathanas of 
Karnataka worshipped by the Virasaivas where one finds the 
depiction of the story and influence of Tamil culture in 
Karnataka, Tne people also worshipped the same god and the 
identical names were retained. The Nuthanas of the later 
051೩ times, who were the saiva saints of Karnataka were 
influenced by the Saiva cult of Tamilnad and they considered 
its Saivism as important. The sect or school of Saivism (or 
Saiva Siddhanta) which developed in the Tamil country 
influenced the Virasaiva. oult of Karnataka during the Later 
Cola times, | 


f 


TP. Meenakshi sundaren gives a list of Kannada works dealing 


directly with sixty three saints as below~ 


Author ‘Name of the Work 
Harihara - Ppuratana Ragalegalu (12th century) 
ಮrdಗೆg್ರಡಿ - Trisastipuratana caritram (15th century) 


A Bird's Eye View, 


1 » Tp pS Pp, Meenakshi suntidaran, p Lamil — 
PP, 88-89, 
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I 


Virabhadra - Aruvattumuvaru puratana caritra. 


> 3 po 7 
Sivayoga Somesvara - Aruvattumuvaru Sangatya. 


Niyagunayogi - puratana trividh. 

Kalale Nambirajya - Aruvattunuvaru trividh 
Anonymous - Puratana Deviyara trividh. 
~do- - Aruvattunuvaru Caritra. 
~do~ - Praktanagma Kathaval. 

-do- - Puratana Prakaranagalu. 


Kumara Cenna Basava 


§ 


Puratana Carte 


Bhadravirasuta -  purateana pureana Semksepa Vilasa 
Anonymous -  Sarvapuratanara. purana 

9 
Lakkanna Dandesa - Sivatattvacintamanli 


Viruvaksa pandita Cenna Basava purana (1584) 


Works Referring to the 63 Saints; 


Author Name of the work 

Bommarasa - Samdarapurana (1450) 

Anmagi - Saundara V11asa (1600) 
Anonymous - Seundaresana Aruvattumuvarulila 
-do= - Saundaresana Yaksagan p 
CSramaniga -  Gerama Kavya (1562) 

Mahadeva - Sriyala Settiya Snhgatya (1650) 
Anonymous -  Sriyala Settuya ragale 

-do- -  Sirivala Settiya Vardhea 
Snkakavz -  Siriyala Satya Vardhiga pariksa 


Mahenta Desika - Sryyalana Caritra 
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Jayarama Carya - Sriyala Raja 

Liniga - Cola Raya Sangatya (pugal Cola) 
ರ). 

Tr1bhuvanatata - Ppugal Cola tagale: 

Anonymous - XKannapparava Ragale: 

-dಂ- - Nakkanaya Niru Susilayara Caritre: 


Resemblances between the Tamil 5ಡಿva5 ote! Virasavas were 
noticed, The VLrasaivas called themselves as matSsvaras ie,, 
religious head. Both the religion did not differ much in 
their philosophical principles and the virasaiviam followed 


9 [ss - 
Tamil Saivism in Lew respects like Sasthala stavaraa and 
1 ivi 1 p » A 
1 
pancacara 


9 
TP. Meenakshi sundaren” points out that the virasajivites who 
mi grated to the Tamil country had become heads of several 
9 
Tanil Saiva mutts which reveals their influence and held in 


the religous history of Tamil country, 


The Golaki matha of Malkapur followed the religious principles 


> me rajaguru who 


weilded considerable influence in Karmataka hed the 0೦a, 


and procedures existing in Tamilnad. 


Malva and Kalachuri Kings as his royal disciples, The agbaryas 


1. Sadyogata swamiJ1., Saiva and Virasaive Nathasin Karnataka 
(From the 10th century to the present period) unpubli shed 
thesis, Karmatak University, Dharwad, 1974, p. 79. 

2. TP. Meenakshisumndaran., opsc1t, p93 - Shivannapalayasvanmi 
found a mutt at Bammayappalayam near Pondicherry and he 
was the spiritual guru of Mmivaprakacar. 

3. &RE., 1917, pp. 122 FF. 
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of this mutt seems to have appointed ten village watchmen 
know as Virabhadras of the Cola state for the purpose of 
punishing those who defied their religious law and order. 
The Cola rulers like RZ jar2ya-T, Rajendra-T and Kuloztunga-T 
took Keen interest in these mathas by giving impetus for the 
socio-religlous development of the mathas and the dissemil- 


nation of their creed, 


Even Basavdsvara the religious reformer of Northern Karmataka 
is referred to 1n the Hiriyur inscription of Hoysala Nara~ 
simha-TT dated 1258-59 as discussing with the renowned. saiva 
worshippers like Siriyala, ಔಕಿಗ೩, Cola etc.,and in the Kalle- 
devarapura inscriptions of 8 R&machandra dated 1280 
Basavaraja is seen here in the great assembly of saivas like 
the Cera, C೦1೩, Nambl etc.” The above mentioned fact still 
strengthens the opinion that the Colas who were the champions 
of Laivism obligated Basavasvara to observe its principles 
and discuss them which brought the latter nearer to the 

Tamil country. 1% cannot be said that he completely relied 
upon them but selected the fundamental aspects of Tamil 
Saivism which enabled him to fom a cognizable later schools 


PN R PN 
of saivas i,e,, virasajivi sm. 


The influence of devotional literature of Tamils during the 


Cola period had also a considerable impact on the socio- 


1. Swamijyi, S., op.cit, P.105. 
2. Desai, PB, BasaveSvara and his times, Karnatak Univer- 
sity, Dharwar, 1968, PP. 132-134, 


wl 
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cultural set up of the people of Karnataka. The tale about 
Satyendra Cಂla who is identified with Rajendra Cja-T 18 
retold in different languages as Kannada, Tamil md Telugu, 
Shadakshara Deva in his Rajyashekaravilasa (1655) gives a 
realistic picture about Satyendra cola. The story 1s that 
Rayashekara, son of Satyendra C೦೩ kills the son of an 01d 
woman and on investigation his father executes his Son and 
himself dies along wth his ministers, At this Juncture 
saivites pleased with the King's act of Justice and divinity 
whereby he takes them all to heaven, This story is also told 
by pillai Nayanar 1n Tamil, Gubblya Mallanarya in his Kannada 


work Bhavachinta Ratna in 1513. 


? ಕದಾ ರ 
The Virasaiva work Nava Cola Charita commemorates Satyendra 
ಉಾನಾಾಮಯಾಲುಂದಬುಖಜದದಾಲಿನಾ್ಯ್ಯವಾರಾಜಜಿ 59 ಳನುಸರಸಾಾರಾಾಶಷಾಯಯಾವಾ 


Cola as one of the Nava Colas (Nine Colas). 


C.H. Rao” iderk1f1es Ragasckhara with Rayadhiraja-T, the 
second son of Rajendra Cola-T who also had the title 
Rajakesarivarman but the lithic records mention Rayadhiraya 
(1018-1050) as ruling after his father's death. It is quite 
possible that this Rayasekhara may be one of Rajéendra's eldest 


son unnamed, noticed in few inscriptions.) 


1, Narasimhachar., Karnataka Kavicharite, Ed. 1919, 443, 193; 
Wilson., MeckenzZie MSS, 324. 

2. CH. Rao, Mys. Gaz, Vol.Il, Pt.(i1i), pp. 1049-50. 

3. Ec., IX, Dv. 75 & 76; SIZ., III(1i), No. 28, 
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The keen interest exhibited by the Cola rulers in religion 
is not only attested by written records but also depicted in 
the form of sculptures, A portrait statue of high quality 

of Rajendra Coja-I with the dress of religous recluse is 
found carved artistically in the ceiling sculptures of Bhoga 
Nandi svara temple situated at the foot of the Nandi h1ll in 
Bangalore district. ! This indicates that religion was essen~ 


tial adymct for a King tobe a ruler as well as a warrior, 


JAINT SM: 


The Colas patronised jainism equally well along with Hinduism. 
Jainism flourished both 1n Tamil country and Karnataka under 
the Colas. Some of the scholars are of the opinion that the 
Colas were deadly opposed to the progress of Jainas.” Zt can 
be conjectured that soon after the overthrow of the Gangas of 
Talakad, the Co]as who took over the administration there 
neither demolished the relics of the former rulers nor exbing~ 
uished their culture, The fact remains that Tamil literature 


was enriched also by its Jain writings which was kept alive 


2. It is alleged that the Jain temples at puligere or LaksmSs- 
var of the Gangas were ruined by the Colas. The record 
mentions that the excellent temples which per-madi Ganga 
had constructed the outcaste pond Cola destroyed 

and descended to the adhopati (nell)" - Elliot,, 


Hindu Tnsoriptions, J.R.A.S, IV, p. 14, 


281 


and carried forward by mutual inter-nigration of Jains between 
Tamil and Kanada countries during the period under considera~ 
t1on. Even the Sravanabelag5la insoriptions| refer to the 
ancient Jain classical works i.e., cintamani and culamani 


which considers as the best in Tanil literature, 


ThougH political rivalry continued to prevail between the Colas 
Calukyas and Hoysalas the latter being staunch Jainas, tradi- 
tion says that there existed a Cola temple in the Jain regio 
i.e, Sravanabelagola and their extension is testified by 

the existence of 'Colana-hall' or the ‘Village of Cola’ near 


9 po 
Sravanabelagdla”. 


The Colas soon after their ocaupation of Karmataka recognised 
their Jain feudatories v1z., Chafigalvas and Konigalvas who 
ruled in and around Coorg, Hassan and Chitaldurg districts of 


Karnataka, 


Mullur at the foot of Malambi hills and Hanasoge or panasoge 
in Coorg district were the chief centres of Jainism during 

the ೦1a period, This was an ancient site for the Jainas 
where several Jaina gurus belonging to Kunda-Kundanvaya, Mula- 


sangha, Desiga-gana and pustaka-gachcha settled. 


pe 


1, Refer the records from Ec., II(R), SB; Also see T.P. 

Meenakshi sundaran., Tamil - A Bird's eye-view, P. 9, 
2. Mama, SR., Jainism and Karmatak culture, Dharwad, 
1940, P39. 
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A record of 1100 assigned to Kulottunga cdla-r' refers to a 
nishidhi stone set up by a person for a Jaina nun of Divakara- 
nandi ~Siddhantideva of Mula-Safigha, Desiya-gana and pustaka- 
gachcha, Further the pontiff1cal genealogy of Divakaranandi 


SLadhantideva 1s given as follows; 


Dananandz: (a resident of panasoge) 
| * p 


Sr.dharZchZrya 
[| 
Y 


Maladharideva 

[4 

| 

Chandra Kirti -brat 

¢ 

[4 

Divakaranandi Siddhantideva. 


Nanni Chafigalva who is said to have constructed the Adinatha 


basadi of the pustaka-gachcha” named 1t as Rajendra Cola Jina 


temple” in the beginning of the 11th century. ”. 
Epigraphs’ refer to pallicandam-the lands endowed to the palli 


(Jain temple) unanimously tax freed by the Colas - a salient 
feature is to be noticed in the Cola revenue administration, 
But there are rare instances which reveal communal disharmony 
in some regions where the local bodies were powerful enough 
irrespective of the central government to levy a tax at the 


rate of 1 Kasu per head as part of the minor tolls on the 


1, Ec., V(R), Kn. 23. 
2. £e., IV, Yd. 22, 

3. Zbid., Yd. 21. 

4, M.AR,, 1936, P.8. 
5. Ec., III(R), Gu.102. 
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Jain ascetics (Asuvi -nakkal). The record also states that 

if they failed they had to pay double the amount !. It can be 
generally presumed. that though the Colas were religiously 
toleramt, the natives of the particular locality in considera- 
tion under the C01as, were indifferent with the Jainas and 
were vested with full powers by the Cola..state who on their 
own hand persecuted their religious rivals under any circum- 
stances and explonted them. The Imperial Colas at this yunc- 
ture were unable to prevent such religious exploitatim for 
the very reason that the local forces were potential residen- 
tial units who always stood by the side of the 0೦1೩s in times 
of war and hence they were primarily patronised by the 


Imperial Cola rulers. 


The Hindu hag1iologies speak in vain about the persecution ad 
whole sale extirpation of the Jainas, The tolerance of the 
Cola rulers is also seen by the fact that they made innumerable 
grants to Jain establij stments from time to time. Rajaraya 

and his sister Kundavai made many endowments and castructed 


Jaina temples. 


It is interesting to notice that a Jaina work Udayadityalani~ 
karam in Kamada came to be written by a Cola prince Udayaditya 
in C. 1150 which consisted of 72 stanzas on the art of poetry 


largely based on Dandin's Kavyddarse”., 


1. Ec, XK, Mb, 49a, 
2. Edward, P.Rice., A History of Kanarese literature (Oxford 
Uni. Press, London, 1921), P27. 


Section, 3: 

EDUCATTON 

Though universal education an 1mportant feature of the recent 
centuries is not to be found in medieval southern Karmataka, 


the Cola rulers who were great scholars themselves took to 


the promotion of education serzously, 


Bducati onal endowments: 


Educational endowments in the form of land grants were made 
for the maintenance of educational institutions and food for 
the ascetics who underwent religious studies, The earliest 
reference to such grants 1s dated 991 of Rajyarajya wherein 
Somarasi bhattaraka of /Isvara lineage as the head of education 


ad other village activities. | 


Primary education: 


The most important progress in primary education was noticed 
among the engravers who could compose verses and passages and 
engrave by themselves. The Sladevanahallx record” in 
Kannada dated 1029 of the 18th regnal year of Rajendra Cola-T 
was written by a mahamatra Ajavarmmaya's son who 1s kmown a8 


3} 
the emperor of Sasana expressions. 


1, Ec., IV(R), Ch. 145. 


2. Ec., IX, N1.1. 
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Malla described as a Kavirajabandhava 1.6., poet and friend 

of poets and composer of the famous Belaturu epigraph' dated 
1057 of Rajendra Cola-IT's relgn rendered his writing in a 
poetic form of high quality, simple, direct and full of pathos, 
The whole composition is fascinating due to the use of metres 
like akkaren and lalitavrittam”, one of the best records in 


Kannada language and literature, 


In 1057 an insoription) 


from Hj renadagall, Bellary district 
praises about its composer Demarasa who was knowing four 
scripts viz, Tilu (Telugu?), Tivula (aml), Kannada and 


5 


Nagara and likewise several lithic records” help us to know 


the diversified interest of engravers and thelr multilinguism. 


Primary education also covered learning of languages, Thus 

1 record? dated 1290 from Mysore registers a grant of 6 gady- 
ಖಾತ for the maintenance of a school teacher who had to teacn 
his boy students, Nagar, Kannada, Tamil and Grantha soripts 


e — pu 9 ss po 
gularya manodisuva balasikseya upadhyayara 


Ec., ITI(R), Hg.60. 
EHD., pe Lb 


1 

2 

3. SIL., IX, (1), 118. 

4, Ec., VI, Mg. 22 dated 1129 - the record refers Dravila 

5, El., XII, p.274 (1077); MAR., 1911, P18, para 104; 
Ec., IV, Ng. 39, dated 127. 

». Eco, IIL, TN. 27. 


oy 
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The sculptors apart from being skilled engravers also had 
the capacity to construct fine building. E.B. Havell remarks 


thus: 


“The craftsmen being versed 1n national epic literature 
always figured in the history of India as missionaries of 


civilisation culture and relig1on." 


Learning arts like singing and dancing was considered as an 
essential part of education for the ladies and even for men, 
In the pidariyar temple at Kolar remunerations was granted 
toa dancing master (nattuvan) to teach dancing girls. For 
staging these performances there was a stage in-charge for 
conducting Songs, dramas and other entertainments” which took 
place in huge mandapams or halls and palaces referred to in 
3 


inscriptims’. The school master (uvatti) was exempted from 


levies and no labour was extracted from his family members", 


Higher Education: 


Agraharas, mathas and other centres of leaming imparted. 


instructions in disciplines like vedas, vedarigas eto. 


Mini -colleges were attached to the temple of pidariyar for 


giving training in higher educatlon and arrangements Were made 


1, EB. Havell., Indian Sculpture and painting, London, 1928 
(IInd Edn), P.186. 

2. Eo.,X, K1.106d, Bg.38. 

3. Ec., X, 84.9. 

4, Ec., X, Mb. 49a. 
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for teaching Vyakareaa (grammer), purana (mythology) and 


Yamala and a lecturer was appointed for this purpose. 


The teachers (bhatta) were endowed with lads and money 1.6, 
ಮ 

phatta-vritta” for: the development and propagation of universal 

ಲಟಿದಆನಸಾರಕನಿಬನ್ನ ವಲದ ಾಸಾವಲನಾಪಾಾಲಾದುಾ ಎಂದಾ 


education 


The sacred temples in the Cola period formed a centre of 
learming adyusting to the needs of the people. It is inte~= 


resting to quote 1n this connection C, Suvaramamurti” 


s in the 
following words: 

The temple was one of the greatest institutions created by 
the Indian genius. It was the hub on which revolved the 

whole l1fe of the village. The temple provided for the edu- 
cation of the scholar, monument of the public, the cultivation 
of art and aesthetic sense and for the piety of the worshlp= 


pers, The temple as can be gathered from the inscriptions 


was at once a great centre of varlous activities." 


Centres of hisher learminp: 


People of the Cola times in Karnataka were well versed in the 


study of vedas* (Rig, Sama and Yayurveda) and institutions 


1, Ec., X, Kl. 106d, 144, 

2. Ec., IV, Ng. 39. 

3, Ce Sivaramamurti,, Bulletin of the Madras Government Museum, 
No.4 (Reprint 1966), P.4, 

4, Ec., III(R), Gu.56, dated 1049; Ec., X, K1.108. 
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were. set up in Agara for leaming Fstras and various other 
branches of knowledge, Sgattur or pugattur in Sidlaghatta 
taluk of Kolar district was a famous educational centre for 
leaming Tamil literature”. 


Philosophy: Philosophical education like Kalagama and 
Sivagama was known to the religous recluses.) Mantras, hymns 
ad other vedic texts were recited during the worship of 
deities’, an instance of oral education, Epics and puranic 
Stories inscribed on the temple-walls helped as a yearly book 
and visual education. The heroic instances and murals depicted 
some aspects of folk-literature. The acharyas or temple- 
priests at times acted as teachers, The Jaina basadis were 


sufficiently financed by the Cola government who were carrying 


on classes for the poor. 


The agraharas of Mal avur or Malurpatna in Channapatna taluk 
of Bangalore district, punganur or Hofiganur, Alur etc,, were 
centres of learning in Karnataka during the sway of the Colas. 
These agraharas were mostly inhabited by Brahmin scholars who 
were the main exponents of education. The position of these 
settlements in Karmatak culture amd society is explained by 


A. Venkatasubbiah in the following words: 


1. Ec., IV(R), Yl. 
2. Ec., X, §d.9. 
3. Ec., IX, Nl.1. 
4, Ec., X, Kl. 108. 
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tTnstead of the hermitage situated near the town or village 
we now meat with settlements of Brahmins situated in the 
village itself. If the Brahmins thus settled were eminent 
teachers and their number was not small, the village or tow 


inhabited by them would acquire much renown «t | 


The ghatikasthanas, am institute of advanced leaming in 
medieval Karnatak was also called by the same name 1n Tamilnad 
which 1s said to have spread from KarnZtake. The earliest 
or ghatikasthanas in 


Karnataka under the Colas 1s found in an undated record 


reference to the 64 Kadipaittavalam 


palaeographically assigned to the 11th century. The 
ghatikasthana of Hef yerapatna" was a leading educational 
institution and the only oS ats kind noticed. in the Nidugal 
country during the rule of the Cola chiefs who were the 


feudatories of the Imperial Colas. 


1. Ae Venkatasubbah,, A twelfth century University 1n Mysore" 
~ QMS, VII, P. 163. 

2. Ind1ca., Vol.IT, PP. 99-105. 

3. Ec., V(R), Kn. 116. 

4, Ec.,, XII, pg. 39 & 81. 23. 
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It is evident from the above study that learning, teaching 

and making provision for advancement of the ¢aise of education 
was considered a holy act during the period under study. In 
this connection prof. K.A.N. Sastri! has «tated thus about the 


significance of literacy in medieval Kamgtaka, 


"Though the pursuit of higher education was then a8 now 
necessarily concentrated in particular centres which commanded 
the resources in men and material required for 1t, the results 
of such a study were everily spread all over the country; men 
possessed of the highest learning to which they had access 

at the time, the most cultured and refined intellectuals, went 
to live in villages and all over the countryside, where they 
took an active and constant part in guiding the daily lives 

of their less enlightened countrymen. Education in all 1ts 
Stages was vitally connected with all social life and 
institution and was productive of more abiding and tangible 


benefit to the people than appears in our own days," 


1, KAN. Sstri., ED, pt. 1, pp. 430-31. 
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CHAPTER .VIT 


structions and LEGACY: 


Section,1: 
IRRIGATION; 
Tanks, 


Canals, _Sluices & Wells: 


The Imperial Colas played an active role in giving impetus to 
agriculture and the success aohieved by them was due to pro~ 
vision of adequate irrigational facilities, The abundant 
tracts of agricultural areas in Kamataka were pro uctive., 

In those times it was considered a munificent and holy act 

on the part of the administration and society to build canals 
dig out lakes, tanks, wells etc. There 1s ample proof to 
indicate the highly advanced nature of technical skill in 

the execution of irrigation works as seen in a reserwoir of 
16 miles width with slulces at Gangaikondacolapuran executed 
during the reign of Rajendra Cola-1 which really improved the 
standards of living of the subjects in the CoLa empire. 

It was the Tamils under the Cojas who introduced a new principle 
1ee., to control a river at the head of ts delta and the 


amicut is the contribution of the ೧೫ರ”. 


1. K.A.N. Sastri., HSI, P.-316; The Colas, pp. LOL-L06 & 


288-289; Aiyangar, S.K., Ancient India, pp. 185-88, 
2. Gururajyachar, 3, SAESLK, P. 52. 
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Karikala C೦]a is known for construction of a hundred mile 
embaBkments on the Kaveri connected with the main channels 

for irrigation and extending upto Talakad, south of Mysore, 
The Bxdzrur grant of the Ganga King Bhuvikrama dated s 556, 
Tuesday, 10th lunar day mentzons about Karikala Cola as Karta 
Kaveritira i.e, one who has caused the cmstructiom of banks 


to the Kaveri. 


The study of the irrigation problem is mainly connected with 
the tanks, their name-endings, types, construction, repairs 
or maintenance and cost, The tank works gave an impetus to 


the promotion of agriculture and helped to counteract the 


extremes in the climate by maintaining an equitable temperature” 


The total number of tanks constructed and existing during the 
Cola perxod in Southern Karnataka are thirty out of which 
five were excavated and a few repaired as revealed by a study 


of Cola epigraphs; 


1. MAR., 1925, P16. 
2 Kuppuswany, GR, ECOMK, Pp, 66, 
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81. Name of King Ruling No. of Tanks exist- No, of Tanks 

No. ing & cmstructed excavated & 

ವ repaxred 

1. Rajgarajya-T (985-1014) 3 1 

2, Rajendra COla-I (1012-1044) 10 1 

3, Rajyadhiraja-T (1012-1054) Ly 

4, Rajendra Deva-IT 
(1052-1064) _— — 

5, Rajyamahendra (1062-1065) 1 ~— 

6. Vira Rajendra (1063-1070) me — 

7. Kulottunga Cola-T 4 3 
(1070-1120) 

8, Vikrama Cola (1118-1135) 2 

9. Rajendra Cola-IIT 1 -— 
(1246-1268) 
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Names; 
The tanks were named in as below? 


Kere | 


Sanudra” 


ಔಣ) 
Katte” 
Katte 
Kuttay)” 


tirtha, 


Most of the tanks built were named after the place’, dynasty”, 


8ಂಕೆ, merchant organnsationO, hills, puilders!?, ahiefs and 


15, villages eto. 


feudatories 
Types: 

The Samudra whi was rarely built in the C01 times was 
applied for big water formations and the lesser ones were 
equated to Kere or exi the most common one. Katte which was 
generally met for washing clothes was an outflow of an ery 
or lake, The term tirtha usually stood for holy and natural 


water-formations by the side of pilgrim centres rarely used 


for irrigational purposes, 


1. Ec.,IX, Ht. 10 ~ Nelligere tank. 2. Ec., X, ct,.138 - Selva 
Sanuttirem. 3. Ec, III(R), NJ.3%8. 4. Ec.,X, ot.30; Eo., 

X, K1.75. 5, Ec.,IX, Bne100, P15, 1.11 (Text) ~ Unangimaran 
Kuttai. 6. Ec., VI(R),Sr.78 ~- Balamury tirtha. 7. Banapura 

or Vanapuram tank - Ec.,IX, N1.37, dated 1033. 8. Ec.XWIl, 
BP.88. 9. Sivakere ~ Ec.,VI(R), PP44, 10, Ec.,X, BP.16 
dated 1096- ~ NEnZdes1yem tank. 11. £c.,X, CB.25 - Periya Nandi. 
12. Eo.,X, CB.13. 13. Eo.,X, cte50. 14. Boop III(R),HE 32. 
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The literary Sources refer to the prosperity of the Cola 
country due to Kaveri and a nunber of tributaries and in their 


absence channels and tanks were utilised to store up water, 


Most of the tanks were excavated along with a sluice (tunbu) 
of considerable s1ze, The construction of canals and ehannels 
(vaykkal & ner1lu)” was so facilitated that the waters were 
thoroughly distributed to the Sour corners of the village. 

We learn from the inscriptions that the chanmmels touched 
almost every house which were marked by boundary stones. Wells 


were also dug out for irrigational purposes. # 


Cost of construction: 


Regarding the cost of construction of tanks, the lithic records 
are silent and it is difficult to come to a definite conclusion 


based on the dimensions of the tank. 


Purpose: 
The tanks were built initially for philanthrophic and rel- 


g10us purposes though ultimately {Yor cultivation. The lands 
generally allotted for cultivation were helped with irrigation. 


Sometimes the assembly granted lands, permitted to be irrigated 


by the tanks and wells of the locality, An inscription” of 
1, Ec.,IX, Cp.128 dated 1007; Ec., X, CB.19, dated 1033. 

2, Ec.,III(R), NJ.213, 215; Ec., IV(R), Ch. 186. 

2a.Ec., IX, Cp. 132, 

3. Ec., IX, Cpe132. 
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Rayaraya dated 1007 states that the assembly of Vandur alas 
Fiandddv ChcharuppedimaAigalam gave permission to have the 
lands (granted to God ಲಷyಮುತ್ರಂರೆಷಿ co Vinnagar alvar) 1rrL= 
gated from the tank and wells of the village ¥analur, a 
portion of Nigarili Slapuran. Also the members authorised 
the pujaris of the temple to receive Suttukkacan (a gift of 
interest?) along with the share of the produce of the irri- 


gated lands. 


Tanks were built for the consecration and worship of the deity. 


In rare instances we notice a woman Manniya bbe” daughter of 

a local official granting lands under the Nelligeretank 50 as 
to facilitate the uncultivated lands to produce more crops 

and on the other hand to maintain the constant flow and utility 
of the tank. This charity was undertaken by the lady for the 


Brahmins and ascetics to achieve personal merit. 


It so happened that on the death of one's own family members, 

lands were granted along wth a tank excavatec by the side of 

1೬.) The Ruler at times personally attended to the excavation 
of tanks. The famous suttur record” of Rajencra Cola-1 dated 

1032 states that the King ordered to provide land for the 


maintenance of the tank (byttuvatta). This settlement was 


1. Ec., VI(R), Sr.78, dated 1012-13 - Balamuri tirtha of 
Bellegola built by panchavan Marayan, the Chola general 
of RS jar ja-l. 

2. Eo., IX, Ht. 10 dated 1023. 

3. £0, X, ct. 153 dated 1015 - Mangatandalli tank, 

4. Ec., III(R), N3. 215. N 


pe 2 


408 


finally made as a gift (dharmastithni) by the mahajymas and 
2 Ld [] 
the Samaya conferred with all the titles of Srotriyagrama. 


Tanks were also generally built for the prosperity of the 
Kingdom which served as a boon for the agriculturists, Reno-~- 
vation of the tanks was another major work undertaken by the 
oxtizens.! A detailed insoriptzonal study of the Colas 
reveals the fact that paddy was the chief crop raised under 


the tanks.” 


Officials engaged in Tank Improvement programme; 


The following are the person or persons involved in the con- 


struction of tanks as noticed from the Cola insoriptionss 


Rulers). 


Imperial off1cers”. 
provincial officers’. 
Assembly members. 
feudatory chiefs. 


wm) 
Mercantile Associations, (Nanades1 s) 


Village giminda” and audas!? R 


1, Ec.,X, Mb.208 dated 1000. 2. Ec.,IX, N1.37, dated 1029 ~ 
Rice was cultivated under the Banapura tank. 


3, Eee, III(R),)N3. 215. 4, Eo. VI(r), Sr.78. 

5. Ec., VI(R), Sr. 67, 6. Ec.,IX, Cp.132. 

7. £0, X, ct. 30; Ib1d.,Bg.7. 8. Ec.,X,Bp.16; IZh1d.,1V(ii), 
- Ng. 70. 


9. Eos, III(R), Ny. 348. 10. Ec., IX, Ht. 142. 
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Individual. 


Inhabitants of the nau.” 
Tank planning: 


Regarding the technical aspect of construction of tanks (em), 
the Cola inscriptions are s1lent but it can be conjectured 
that as a first step, waste lands were cleared by removing the 
shrubs and levelling the ground, The Dalasanur inscription’ 
of Vikrama Cola-~I dated 1127 mentions that by the order of 
nandalika, the 10cal officer (gamunda) reclaimed 350 Kul of 
land below the big tank of Tiladanur after clearing the Jungle 


and removing the shrubs (Tiladanur-pperier Kil -kkad 


Kkamb arattu. osc) 


The water from the tank was taken out by digging chaanels 
(waykkal) of considerable size and a sluice gate (tumbu) for 
controlling the channel water.” In exceptional cases where 
level of land was too high for channelling the water, small 
streams (Malaikollai) were cut through these tanks for the 


high lands. 


A few inscriptions referring to the boundary of the villages 
and houses in a village explicitly mention the big channels 


surrounding them.” 


1. Ec.,X, ct. 138. 

2. Ec., IX, Ht. 140a. 

3, Ec.; X, Kl. 186. 4, Ec., X, CB.19 dated 1033. 
La Ec., V(R), TN.192 dated 1040-41. 

5. Eco, V(R), TN.227, 230; Zb1d., III(R), Ny. 213. 
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Wells are not referred to frequently, There is a solitary 
insoription of Rajyaraya dated 1007 which states that the 


lands were irrigated from ‘the wells of the village; 


Maintenance: 


Tank irrigation was the most popular in most parts of southern 
Kamataka in ರ್ತ times though a correct estimate cannot be 
made about the number and size of the tanks, A sample survey 
based on epigraphical references” reveals that Kolar and 
Mysore districts had the highest number of tanks construoted 


and in existence than the other three districts, 


Regular attention was given by the Colas for the maintenance. 


or upkeep of the existing tanks and the damaged ones promptly 
3 


repaired, There are inscriptions” which state the compl.- 


cations involved in the breached dams. Tanks often breached 


3a 


due to heavy rains etc, and had to be set right. The 


BommUru vecord* in Tamil of Kulottunga Cola-I dated 1102-03 
mentions that the King's nendalika Pomman-Irdman alias 
Virudarayabhayankara-marayan, who was the 2dajkkaran of the 


village repaired the breaches of the lake which had fallen 


1, £0, IX, op. 132. 


2, The figures district wise ares Kolar = 13 
p Mysore = 9 
Bangalore = 5 
Mandya = 3 
Total = 3 
3. Ec. X(1), Bp.9, P.76(Text). 3a Eo, IX, Ht, 139, 


4, Ec.) VIR), Sr, 67, 
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into disrepair for 200 years (prior to this year) and left 
uncared. The monetary problem was more involved in the con~ 
struction of tanks, Generally lands were granted for the 
maintenance (buttuvatta) out of the revenues of such grant. 
The mahajanas were held responsible for the upkeep of the 
tanks. ! For the maintenance of a tank cash payment was also 
also made in large amounts” or on pro-rata basis. Taxes were 


levied l11ke the bittu and Rattu” for the maintenance of tanks” 
ಕಾ ಪಾಸಾದ 


apart from water-cess (mr-Kuli). 


Fines constituted another source of income for the maintenance 
of tanks, Any demage caused to the tanks or irrigational 
works was considered as a crime. A record from Melrpatna’ 
dated 1014 of the 3rd regnal year of Rajendra Cola mentions 
that the temple athorities were granted permission to levy 

a fine of 50 Kalanju of gold on those who obstructed them to 


have the lands irrigated, 


References to water-disputes are not known 1n the Cola period. 
Most probably they were settled by the willage off1ic1als 


themselves, Based on the instances mentioned above, 1t can 


1. Kuppuswamy, G.R., ECMK, P. 69, 
2, Ec., IX, Ht.10. 

3. 1bid., Nl. 63. 

4, Ec., III(R), NJ. 215. 

5, Ec., IV, ch, 84. 

6. Ec., IX, op. 127. 
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be summed up that the individuals and the state co-operated 

1n making arrangements for irrigation in the following ways: 

(1) Assigning huge money on the desylting of existing lakes, 

(2) Renovating the 01d ones and digging out new tanks for a 
uniform supply of water for all the channels. 

(3) Many fallow lands were brought under eultivation Soon 


after the construction of lakes, ‘ ks 


Sect1on.d: 


The Colas gave due importance to the mathas and temples which 
ದಾದಾ 
served as centres of education. The earliest mathas of the 
ATE 

Tamil country date from Jnanasambandhar (7th cent A.D.) which 
developed its subsequent branches in the Cola and pandyan 
territories. The mathas in the Cola period served a dual 
purpose 1.e,, for the ascetics or resting hall md education. 
The Cola epigraphs record the existence of three mathas at 

3 _— ROW 
Tiruvaru in Vikkur alias Jayafigonda Solapuram of perumban appaq1 

2 

in Jayahgonda. SSlanandalan”, at Singha parishe”and Ennegumba. 


or Erumal Kumba *. These mathas were managed by a private 


person. 


1. ses, 2 Vols, 


Mysore, 1928-32, P. 250. 
2. Ec., IX, Ht. 36, dated 1065. 
24.Ec., ITI(R), Ny.241, dated 1027-28. 
3. Ec., IV(R), ch. 303, dated 1110, 


314 


1 
The construction of Rest-houses (nilcham) was considered 


as an act of charity. 


There is no mention about the construction of roads, though 
indirect references to finding a pathway (padangandu)” and 
3} 

S41aipal’ (streets) are found. Further the inscriptions 


are also silent about the types of roads constructed, 


1, Ec.;, X, CB. 13. 


2. E£c., X Mb. L9a. 


3, £0, 3X, SA. 
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Section, 3: 
TEMPLE Ss: 


During the rule of the Imperial C01as over Karnataka for about 
130 years (985-1120) the construction of temples constituted 

a majyor building activity. Most of them erected were in stone 
but a few built of brick were rebuilt with stone. The ೦1a 
insoriptzons | often ment1on about the change over from brick 
to stone structures, The Cola temples of Karnataka resemble 
the early Cola temples of the Tamil country in many architec- 
tural/features and structure.” Though the earliest temple” 
dates from Rajyarajya (985-1013), the Dravidian style of archi- 
tecture in the Cಂ]a temples of Karnataka resemble those of the 
early line". It can be cmjectured that owing to highly 
sophisticated method of constructions in the Tamil ovuntry 

by Rayaraya and his successors which was not possible in *¥ 
Karnataka due to the absence of local skilled craftsman and 
adequate labour, lack of economic resources md the local 
autonomy which was granted by the Imperial Colas during that 
period. The southern school or Cola style of architecture 


also influenced the CkAlukyas and the Hoysalas who copied 


po 


1. Refer the Cola insdriptions “in Ec; Xe 

2. Narasinha Mirthy, AM., Archaeology of Karnataka, Mysore, 
1978, P2೨59, 

3» Janardana temple at Tadjimalingl, TiNarasipur taluk of Mysore 

district was built in 1004 dedicated to Vishnu. 

Kuppuram, Ge, ‘Chola temples in Karnataka; Vignettes from 

Art and architecture" 1n Subramanian, SV.(Ed)., Proceeding S 

of Heritage of the Tamils - Art & Architecture, Madras, 1980 

PP.72-83. Refer for a detailed study of COla art in 

Scuthern Karnataka, | 


4 
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their tall gopuras adding to its wonderful finish of minute 
skilled workmanship in the modulated and highly polished 


glossy stone pillars and walls. 


Unlike the lofty Cola temples of Tamil country, the temples 
of Karnataka were of smaller size, the reasons for which are 
obscure probably owing to problems l1ke transportation of 


building materials, economic hardships and political instability. 


As the Cola rule extended farther to the burders of Hassan and 
Mandya districts, temples came to be constructed at places 
like Arulagupay, Turivaykare and Tamagullu, ten miles north 

of Halebid (North Western Cola boundary) which are spoken 

of as Cola temples by the people of the region even today” 
and the same is also true for rulundd.” It can be said that 


temple activity synchronised with the extension of Cola 


initial boundary. 


1. 


Dharwar, 1956, PP.L6 & 52. 


2. Joumey. 


(Vol.IT) by Dr. Francis Buchanan, London, 1807, IT, 57, 58; 


IIT, 389; Arokijaswamy, M., The Kongu country, PP.204-205. 


3. Gururaya Bhatt, P., SHC, PP, XXVI, 285, 
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Approximately there are about sixty 0೦3೩ temples in southern 
Karnataka built by the Colas in the Dravidian style of archi- 
tecture and it has to be conceived that the canon of C೦೩ 
architecture was not only adopted and followed in the Tamil 
country and Karnataka but also 1n Andhra ಡರ, Ceylon and 
Drikasdrema. Most of the temples are in a dilapidated cond1- 
tion, a few to be missing and many temples in existence are 
referred to in Cಂ]a epieraphs” as either erected, renovated 
and endowments duly made for them. A detailed temple survey 
divulges the fact that nearly 50% of the temples constructed 


are from the Mysore district.) 


Some of these temples can be 
undoubtedly apportiomed to the C0]a period based on epi~- 
graphical evidences and others only by the architectupyal fea 
tures found in them. When closely examined the early Cola 
temples of the Viyayalaya line correspond with the Cola 


temples of Karnataka. 


A few of important temples in existence are mentioned below; 


Rearaya-T (985-1013): 


on) Fos 
(1) KaildsEsvara temple at Doddanallir”, 


(Distt; Bangalore); 


This is the earliest Cola temple built along with the Cola 


Chanmnapatna taluk, 


1. K.AN. Sastri., The Colas, P. 695. 
ಕಾನಾ 
ವ Ec, XIV, TN 122; Tbid., IX, Cp .82 & 83, 128 & 135; 
Tbid., X, Mb. 120. 
3, Refer Table of CS]a temples in Karnataka (appendix). 
4, MA.R., 1935, P17. 
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agrahara periya Malur alas Rajendrasimha chaturvEdimafigalam 
by an officer of Rajyarajya in 1000, This temple was the most 
important centre of cultural activities for the Colas in 
Bangalore district and even Rajarajya's sons and grandsons 


frequently made grants and improved 1t. 


(2) Aprandya temple at Dodde NEIir”, Chanmapatna taluk (Distt. 
Bangalore): 


A huge construction built in 1004-06 in commemoration of the 
expulsion of western Gangas of Talakad by the Cola general 


Aprameya of Rajyaraja-T. 


(3) Janardana temple at Tadimaling, 
(Distt: Mysore): 


A genuire Cola monument dedicated to Vishnu built by Rayaraya 


T'Narasipur taluk 


in 1004 which can be accepted as the most probable date of 
3 


9 
construction”. This temple reveals the fact that Srivaisnavism 


existed in Karnataka long before the advent of Ramanuj3a. 


(4) Kolaramma temle at Kolar: 


A huge temple in the Drawdian style dating from the Ganga 


times was actually renovated by Rajyarajya-I in about 1006. 


1. Ec. IX, CP. 83. 

2. Rao, CH., Mys. Gaz, Vol.Il, Pt(1), P. 159; An inscription 
of Rajendra COla-T dated 1014 registers a grant to this 
temple, ~ Bc., IX, Cp. 880. 

3. YAR., 1938, P. 36. 
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Evidently the brick structure was replaced by stone by the 
ruler and in 1033 under the orders of Rajendra 0೦1೩, the 
general Uttama Cola BrahmanZrZyan rebuilt this temple 1n 
stone and 1t 18 noteworthy that this is the earliest brick 


temple of the Colas in Karnataka to be rebuilt with stone. 


(5) Narayana temple at Malurpatna: 


This temple 1s assigned to Rajyarajya-I and the earllest ep1- 

graph” in this temple 1s dated 1007 which records the erection 
FA 

of a temple and consecration of the god JayaAgonda Solawnnagara 


alvar at Nigarilicolapuram which was a portion of MenelUr, 


(6) Gopalakrishna temple at Pun 
(Distt: Bangalore): 


It seems that this temple was built by Rajysraja-I for his 


anur, Channapatna taluk 


3 


respected pious sister Kundavay and the earliest inscription 
of this temple dated 1013 registers grant of lands for the 
god KundavaiVinnagara alvar by the members of Punganur alias 


Trayilokyamadev chaturvedimaAgalam. 


; Marehall”, Malavall. taluk 


This temple is assigned to the period of Rajyarajya ad 1ts 
ಮಾ | 
structure 1s very similar to the Rajyarajyeswara temple at 


Thanjavur. 


1, Ee., X, Kl. 1094. 2, Ec., IX, op. 128. 
2a Ec., IX, op. 127. 3. Eco, IX, op. 42a, 
[3 MAR. , 1938, P.39. 
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(8) Ra, 


eಾ 
Built after the conquest of Talakad by Rajyarajya and a record 
mentions the installation of a deity named as Riad jsvara 


Udaiya mehadevar. 


Rajendra Cola-T (1012-1044); 
ವಾ? ಲಾ 
(1) Arkesvarasvam] temple at Hale _Chamarajanagar taluk 


(Distt; Mysore): 
This is one of the magnificent and important temples built in 
a clear southern style of archtecture by Rajendra Cola-I 
roughly during 1015-20, This building has often been ms-~ 


೨ but there 


understood as not having been built by the Colas 
are ample live sculptural evidences to prove that the inner 
pillars (depicts the various exploits of Rajendra Cola-I) and 
the whole construction belongs to the Cola period. MH, 
Krishna” has high praises for its architectural significance 


೨ 


and CH. Rac has given a vivid picture about its decorative 


soulptures, 


(2) 


(Distt: Mandya): 
This old temple appears to date from 1020 of Rajendra Cola's 


period, 


1, Ec., XIV, TN. 196. 2. MAR., 1937, PP. 45-53. 
3, Narasimhamurthy, AV., (Ed), Archaeology of Karnataka, 
Pp, 262, 


4, MAR, 1937, P. 5. 5, Rao, C.H., MyS.Gaz, Vol.II, 
Pt (1), PP. 161-164, 6. MAR., 1940, P. 55. 


ನ್‌್‌ 


(3) BanEovara temple at Belatury, Heggadadevanakote taluk 
(Distt; Mysore): 

The earliest record of this temple is dated 1020 which 

registers the renovation of the temple which had gone to ruins 


and the installation of the Linga by the chief of Nugu-nad. 


(4) SuddSsvara 


9 
temple at Soladevanahalli, Nelamangala taluk 


(Distt: Bangalore); 


This temple was built by the Cola dandanayaka of Rajendra 


Cola, Vimana. 


Radadhirapa-T ( 


1012-1058); 


ಖಾತಿ 
(1) SomSsvare. temple at Kolar); 


This temple in Dravidian style wth a lofty gopura is built 
with black stone and other components in granite. A Kannada 
inscription" of Rayadhirajya in the 30th regnal year dated 

1047 records that Rajendra Cola Pompalamaraya, a Cola feudatory 
got the ruined part of god SomZsvara temple repaired and 
plastered, 


ಹ 
(2) Colesvara temple at Tiptur” (Distt; Tumkur): 


This isa granite structure in Dravidian style of architecture 
most probably built during the time of Rajyadhiraya=I who was 


in occupation of the southern portion of Tumkur district. 


1, EcesITI(R), Hg. 58, 2. Ec, IX, Nl. 1. 
3. Rao, C.H., Mys.Gaz, Vol.eIl, Pt (1), Pe105. 

4, Eo, X ot. 30. 

5. MAR, 1939, P, 58. 


Rayamsdhendra (1062-65); 


ಇ 


Tumkur): WN pa 


This temple in a dilapidated conditlon built in the Dravidian 


style. A Tamil record” of Rayadhirajya dated 1048 records the 
grant by the citizens of Kunygal-nadu for cmducting the 

ಬ FN 9 RU A 
festival of the god Rajyendra Sola Isvaram Udaiya Rajyadhiraja 


Vidangar. 


RE 
(2) Dhaimesyara temple at Kondarahal11”  Hoskote ADSL: 


Bangalore): 


A small but neat and old Dravidian structure of the period of 


RZyamenSndra. A Tamil record” ofthis ruler dated 1065 is 


found engraved in the prakara of this temple, 


Kulottunga Cola-T (1070-1120): 


This is the only cult aexty” temple in Mysore district and 
an epigraph dated 1103 of Kulottunga Cola-T records the 


erection of the temple of Durga or Duggeyagara. 


1. MAR., 1919, P. 14. 

2, Eo, XIT, Kg. 2. 

2a.MAR., 1919, P.8. 

3, Ee., IX, Ht. 36. 

4, Pidariyar temple at Kolar ~ £g., X, K1.108. 
5, Eo.» KV, Yl. 146. 
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(2) Ramesvara temple at Enpalur, Chamarajanagar taluk 


(Dist: Mysore): 


A record! dated 1110 of Kulottunga Cola mentions a grant for 


Re ed 
the construction of the temple for the god Ramesvaram Udaiyar. 


ala”, Nelamangala taluk 


} A) 
Muktinathesvara temple at Bynnaman 


(3) 


Distt: Bangalore) 


ಇ 


Built during the period of Kulottunga Cola and a record of 
the ruler dated 1110 registers a grant of lands for tke god 
Muttisvaram. There is close similarity in the sculptures, 
use of granite and prominent Dravidian features between this 


3 


temple and the vaidySsvara temple at Talakad” of the Cola 


period, 


“3 
(4) RanSvara temple at Matakerx”* xn Hepgadadevanakote taluk 
(Distt; Mysore): 
The temple is located at the confluence of the Taraka and 


Kapila rivers, The main temple along with the linga is 


assigned to Kulottunga Cola-I. 


3 
(5) Ramesvara temple at Avani”, Mulbagal 


1, Eo.» IW, Ch. 197. 
2, MAR, 1934, P53. 
3, MAR., 1932, P. 8. 
4, MAR, 1937, P53. 
5, MAR», 1935, P.50. 


reconstructed by Kulottunga Cola whose long and famous Tamil 


inscription is found engraved on the cornice of the temple. 


(6) AnkakErisvara temple at YedatSre: 


This temple is supposed to have been built by Kulottunga Cola. 
A record” 1n the temple mentions its erection by Ankakaran 


for the deity Nayaru Kilavar. 


A similar temple for god Alvarkandi Svaram named after the 
village Ay1gandapura in the Nelamangala taluk of Bangalore 
district is mentioned in a grant) dated 1113 built by Rajyarajyan 
Kulottunga Soa Adimurkachchengirali, lord of Sayavaranallur 


ಕ poe pS Jo [ed pos 
in Ar1kesari Valanadu of Rajyarajan pand1 -nadu. 


ON 
(7) Kanvesvara temple at Kannambadi, Krishnarejapet taluk 


(Distt: Mysore): 
An insoription* reTers to the construction of this temple by 
two private individuals and assigned to Kulottunga Cola's 


period, 


Other temples: 


(1) MuLasthanam Udaiyar temple at Sinduyall”, Nen)anpgud taluk 


(Distt: Mysore): 
This temple is referred. to in 1108 as being built by the 


1. MAR., 1936, P. 3. 
2. £c., XIV, Yd. 64. 
3. Ec, IX, Nl. 38a, 
4, Ec., XIV, Kr. 34, 
5. Zo, IV, N95. 
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gamunda of Karainad along with the fixing of a sluice in the 


tank bund, 


(2) Vijayandrdydna temple at Gundlupet 


Dist; Mysore); 


Though this structure 1s of the early Hoysala period, 1% 18 

a facsimile of CoLa Dravidian style, Further a replica set 

can be seen from the Kirtinarayana temple at Talakad built in 
the Hoysala style of architecture in granite and planned. by 

the Hoysala architects, and actually executed by the traditional 
Dravidian artists of the reglon” who were mostly from the 


Tamil country, 


Bangalore): 


This 1s an 01d building of the Cola period in ruined condition. 


It has to be noted that though the Cola inscriptions are very 
few from Hoskote taluk, they are considered to be the finest 


Specimens 1n the Karnatak empire of the Colas. 


3೩ 


(4) Viday ndrasvami temple at Betamangala; Bowringpet taluk 


(Distt; Kolar): 


Parts of this temple are assigned to the Cola period and to 


the south of the temple there is a cell to its right with an 


image of Shanmukha, 


1. MAR., 1937, PP.19-20. 

2. Settar,y §., The Hoysala temples" in Srykanthika, PPL; 
MAR., 1932, PP If. & 

3. MAR., 1919, P.7. 

3a. MAR., 1941, PLT. 
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RR) 
(3) Somesvara temple at Hun 


(Distt: Kolar): 


Situated on the hill to the west of the ancient site of the 


unda , Bowringpet taluk 


Dimala 1s an old Cola temple evidenced further by the finding 


of a Cola coin in this temple. 


3 ee N 
(6) SonSsvara temple at Sivirapatne” about five miles south- 
west of Vakkaleri in the Kolar district 1s an 01d structure 


perhaps dating fra the Cola times. 


ಜಾ? _ 
(7) The Amritesvara temple at Malurpatna”, Channapatna taluk 


zalore) 15/ruins and the whole structure is 


evidently of the Cola days. Lin 


Ry pO 
(8) KaliSsvara temple at Chikmaiiir*, Channapatna taluk 
(Distt; Bangalore) is a small and realistic Cola building 


with many Tamil epigraphs on 1ts pillars and walls, 


-? — 
(9) SomSsvara temple at ulslir’ 


is stated 


Lown, Bangalore o1ty 


to be a Cola monument rebuilt and enlarged by Kempe gauda, 


5a 


F] 
(10) Nandisvara temple at Nandi”, Chikballapur taluk (Distt 


Bangalore): 


There is an ascetic cave which was initially occupied by the 
9 
Jaina monks during the Ganga period and later by the sajiva 


ascetics of the Cola period. 


1. MAR, 1941, P59. 


2 Jb1d.,, P. 66. 
3. MAR.,, 1935, P, 13. 
4. Thid., P. 16. 


5, Thid.,, Py 28, 
5a. Thbid., 193೦೭, Pp, 59, 
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(11) Zhe Yo) 


ಕ್‌. 


anand. Semple which is one of the oldest and plain 
structure situated on the Nandi nll, Bangalore district 


belongs to the Cola period. 


Vighnesvara temple” built on the banks of the Kaveri river 1n 
Yedatore is also of the Cola period, revealed from an inscrip- 


tion” engraved on the three pillars of the wall, 


(12) The VerEhasvini temple at Yeleandur”, Narasimha. temple ೩ರ 


Agara’, North-east of Yelandur taluk (Distt; Mysore) and the 


Roy, pou 
ArkSbvara temple’ at Vijapura, 3 miles east of Talakad are 


also assigned to the Cola period. 


The main temple building wth the Dravidian style of The 


7 


was? ದಾ 
Agastyesvara temple’ at T'Narasipur is a pure Cola monument. 


ಜಾರಿ 
(13) The Ramesvara tenple at Kttur 


(Dist: Mysore): 


The temple dates from the Ganga period but the inner sculptures 


 _Heggadadevankote taluk 


are of the 01a work. 


YAR., 1932, PP. 61-62. 
« Ibid., 1936, PL 

Zoe, IV, Yd. 2. 

MAR., 1938, P. 21. 
Tbid., Pe 25. 

Thid., Pe 37. 

MAR., 1938, P. 33. 
MAR., 1937, P. 7. 


MANU FUN | 
« } 
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eu? 
(14) The BhinSsvaral and hairava® tenples (Distt: Bane 


alore) 
were constructed by the Cola Viceroys of the later Hoysala 


period, 


(15) The Janardana temple at Haralakote” located about three 


and a half miles south of Chamarajyanagar taluk though built 
by the Hoysalas 1s of the COla Dravidian type which they 


imitated around the southern region of Mysore, 


From the above mentioned f1eld study of the Cola temples 

in southern Karmataka it can be clearly said that the Imperial 
pe 9 

Colas constructed temples mostly for Siva and a few for other 


gods which can be seen in a tabular form below: 


ಬಾ ಕಾ ಬದ ಕಾಮೂ ವಂದಿ ಬುಧ ಮನಿ ಅಮೆ ಆಂ ನಯ ಅಟಟ ಕರ ಇತನ ಲ ಕೂ ರ ಆ ರಳ ಕಳು ಭತ ನಂ ಅಜ ನಸ ನಜ ಉಲಿ ಕಾಲ ರತ ಉನಾ ಇಯ ಕಾಕಾ ಕಸ ಇರರ ನನ ಅತತ ಕಲನ ಬರ ಕಾ ಬರ ರಾ ಲಾ ಅಂ ರಾಲ್‌ ಆರೂ ಬಂತ ಆಜಾ ನರಾ 


Number of Number of Number of temples 
Siva temples Vishnu built for other 
built temples built gods 

67 13 8 
Renovat1ons: 


Apart from the construction of temples, the Colas took keen 
interest to renovate and reconstruct the ruined temples by 

introducing the Dravidian or southern style of architecture, 
About 30% of the temples in southem Karnataka were repalred 


and renovated by the Imperial Colas during the period of thelr 


1. MR ., 1935, P. 37. 
2. Zhid,, Pe 40. 
3. Zbid., 1937, PP. 40-M., 
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occupation. The Colas did not demolish the ruined temples but 
shaped them into newly built ones irrespective of sect - an 


evidence of their perfect religious toleration, 


Even construction or renovation of Jain pasadis! recelved the 
consideration under them, though Seivism and Srivaxsnavisu” 
gave impulse to erection of temples noted for their archi- 
tectural and sculptural beauty, a unique attestation of the 


greatness of the Imperial Colas. 


The following are some of the Cola inscriptions mentioning 
about the repairs, additions and alterations made to the 
wemples: 

The Kempanapura insoriptzon dated 991 in ಔಮ್ಮುಡಲ್ಲಡಿ of Rajyaraja-T 
refers to the requisition of chunam and plaster for the 

repair of a temple, 


Bannuru epxgraph” 


in Kamada of Rayardya, Palaeographically 
assigned to the 10th century A.D. registers grant of lands 
to the subsidiary shrines (Lirumurram) of the temple 

(Smkoyi1) which seems t have been built by the mahayanas 


and the merchants of the place, 


1. Ec, V({R), Kn. 22, 

2, Ramaswany, K.T., Sri Vaishnavism in Hoysala period! «- 
In Sheik Al1, B., (Ed), The Hoysala Dynasty, P. 315. 

2a.E¢., IV(R), Che 115. 

3. Ec, V(R), TN, 57. 
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The Kolar insoription in Tamil engraved on the first doorway 
of the Kolaramma temple dated 1030 of Rajendra Cola-T states 
that the sacred outer mandapam called Sri. Rajendra 8ರ devan 
named after the ruler was erected by Jakkiyappal, daughter of 
T r1bhuvanaiyan of Ittakira at the foot of Silkal -nalai other ~ 
wise called the golden mountain (Kanaka-parvyatam) in the 


Kadambarakkainadu. 


Sitibetta record” in Tamil dated 1082 of the 13th regnal year 
of gulottungs Cola-T registers that Vira CoE Brahma ~ 
rayan, a yasya of the Sandilya gotra and lord of Sttanir 
in Kuvalala-nagu renovated the mantapa and pitha (pedestal) 


of the god Kshetrapalar in the Bhairava temple. 


The Chilakalanerpu inscription) in Tamil dated 1108 1n the 
39th regnal year of Kulottunga Coja- mentions that someone 
(name not mentioned) of Koyyakurai -nAdu in Mela -marayapad. of 
SSLlamandalan which 1ncluded Irattapadi erected a mandapam in 


’ » 
front of Gangaikonda Sola isvaram Udaiyadevar temple, 


The Madivala epigraph” 1n Tamil engraved on the southern base~ 
Fs 
ment of the Isvara temple dated 1127 of the 10th regnal year 
A 9 
of Vikrama Cola states that Vikkirema Sola=vira ulamban Son 


of the nandalika of the PUA NAA. e600 ° 


1, Ec, 1 Kl. 115. 
2. Eo, X Kl. 83. 
3¢ Eo.,, X§ 5d. 83. 
4, Boo; X, Sp. 61. 
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Cl Cl ——— 9 dl 
Muduvarayan marayan alias Rajendra Sola the gamunda of puda~= 
— 9 — 
nadu in Nigarili =Sola-mandalam caused a Vimana to be built 
[4 ಕಾಯಾ [ 
0206 LOY the god ulokisvaram Udaiya mahadevar of Kuranelli 


and also presented a golden plate and lands to the god. 


LEGACY: 

The age of the Imperial Colas constituted not only an important 
landmark in the history of South India but also Karnataka 
which greatly strengthened and developed the Kannada -Tamil 
cultural t1es during the period from 10th-12th century. The 
Colas buult a strong empire in the whole of the south, in site 
of the opposition they had to face from their contemporaries 


during the period of 300 years, K.K. pillay says thus; 


"Rajarajya-T, Rajendra-I and Kulottunga-I were some of the 

great emperors of south India in the f1eld of conquest, adminis~ 
tration, art and architecture, some of them even went upto the 
Himalayas on the one s1de and in the Far-east across the seas 

on the other, Some of the finest temples and works of art of 
the Colas survive. Even the social organisation was consider 
ably reformed and stablised., The age of the Imperial Colas 
marked the heyday of Seivism on the one hand and of Tamil 


literature on the other," 


1, Pillay, KK; presidential address in South Indian 
History Congress, Madurai, 1980, P. 46, 
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It can be explicitly stated from the study made so far that 
the Colas were unique in some respects and left an important 
legacy for posterity: 

(1) They were the only and early imperial dynasty who tried 
to unite the Dravidians and Fought for the ೦೩ಬ8ಆ of national 
integration, The bilinguism was a potent weapon for the 
Colas to win the confidence of the inhabitants of the con-~ 


ಮಾ wd 
quered territory 1.e., Kamataka, Kerala and Andhradesa, 


(2) Secondly though they preserved and 1dentified the Tamil 
linguistic and territorial boundaries one has to note that 
it did not act as a barrier in the smooth administration of 


vari ous central and local bodies, 


(3) Thirdly 1t is evident that their bilingual records Signi- 
fy the application of the decentralisation of power and local 


autonomy 


(4) Instances! are not wanting where the most vital adminis-~ 
trative part of the C೦la empire in southern Karnataka was 
marked by unrestrained revelry but subsequently brought under 
control and reformed by Kulottunga Cola-1 in the early part 


of twelfth century A.D. 


1. The Agara grant of Kulottunga Cola-I palaeographically 


assigned. to 12th century states thus: "when 120 years after 


Kulottunga Cola granted 1t (Agara) free: from all taxes to 
108 chaturvEdi -bhattas, the Durgaiyar-agaram was lying 
fallow and bushy, beng completely destroyed on account of 
ryots....." = Ec., IV(R), Yl. 143, P. 765. 
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(5) After all whzle the pallava impact in Karnataka was not So 
effective, the imperial Colas through their cultural pleni- 
potentiaries spelled the glory of south Indian culture with 
then by their subsequent impact in the history and culture of 
Karnataka in early medieval times bome out from the contem= 


porary and later literary sources of Karnataka. 


(6) Further the benef1cient rule of the Colas over southern 


Karnataka 1s borne out by a detailed study of thelr epigraphs. 


(7) The Tamil language as such attained its highest peak in 
southerm Mysore during the period of the Colas though 1% has 
to be noted that the largest number of Tamil inscriptions 
belongs to the Hoysalas and not to the ಲಸ which speak of 


the cultural legacy of the Cola rule, 


(8) Right from the entry of the Colas into Karnataka they 
affixed the stamp of their prosperous rule on the local 
bodies and corporations which never died t111 the decline of 


the Hoysala rule. 


(9) Though the Hoysalas were involved in endless conflict with 
the Colas, the former followed the pattem of administration 


end emerged as savjours of the former when the existence of 


1. KG, Krishnan gives a statistical data about the inscrip~- 
tions district wise: Mysore: 186; Bangalore; 98; 
Kolar; 415 = Narasimnhamurthy, A.V., Archaeology of 
Karnataka, PP. 174 & 180 ff. 
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the Cola empire was endangered by the local feudatories and 
the pandyas of Madura ducing the late 13th century. Even 
after the exit of the Colas from Karnataka the Hoysalas made 
1t a point to protect the families of the former in Karnataka 
1.6. Uttama 3ನ್ನು ೩ಡಿ who ruled the Kolar distriot t111 the 
end of 13th century. The contemporary records attest to the 
fact that Cola Viceroys were absorbed in the Hoysala service 
and continued to be appointed by them to exercise control over 
the regions in their Jurisdiction = evidently an act of 


diplomacy. 


The Hoysalas merely planned the construction of temples in the 
new and Special style (1.e. Hoysala style) but it 1s the tradi~ 
tional Dravidian artists 1.e,, the Tamils who gave a good 
finish and look to them as observed by MH, Krishna and 

M. Seshadr”. Apart from this the Hoysalas also 1mitated the 
currency systems of the Colas, to say specifloally, in the 


weight and content of gold, 


Perfect law and order was maintained and the citizens acted 
conscidusly to the local taboos, The local councils and wllage 
assemblies settled the disputes amicably ‘with suitable yusti-~ 


fication though there was no Judicial authoritarianism in 


prof, K.A; Nylakanta Sastr Felycxtatyon Volume; "Some 
Minor dynasties of the Kolar district" - CC, Krishnamurthy, 
PP, 72-85. 

2. Refer MAR reports, 
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the region, 


[ 


The mercantile associations of the Tamil country affliated 
themselves with Ayyavole 500 of the Federation of South Indian 
Chamber. of commerce which played a most wtal role in Mysore 
regl1on under the ರಡ", The records !# indicate the influence 
and control welded by these trading corporations over the 


local government, 


The maintenance of communal harmony was another significant 


feature to be noticed in the Cola administration of Karnataka. 


Religious endowments continued to be made in all parts of the 
regim of Kamataka occupued by the Colas and a steady flow 
of grants is observed from the C೦೩ inscriptions. Though the 
Colas were savites they cmtinued to give encouragement to 
other religions as well. The Kongalvas and Changalvas who 
were staunch Jains enjoyed religious freedom under the Colas 
which is seen from the abundant benefactions to the Jain 


basadis, 


1. For a microscopic study of the commercial transactions 
and the Cola state in South India refer Kenneth, R. Hall.,, 


Trade and Statecraft in the Chola age, New Delhi, 1980. 


1a. Ec., X, Mb. 49(a), 119. 
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Religion d1d not obstruct the smooth administration of the 
country and the inscriptions refer to the freedom of people 


to follow their owm religion. 


The immigrants who were mostly Tamils indirectly induced the 
Kamadigas to come into contact with them in Tamil country 
and at one stage they became the religious heads of the 

3 
Virasaivite mathas in the Tamil country. It 1s evident that 

ವ 

the Imperial Colas 1n the whole of south with particular 
reference to Karnataka strengthened the cultural, pelitical 


and economic ties between Karnataka and Tamilnad. 


1. Meenaksh1sundaran, T.P., Tamil - A Bird's eye 
Madurai, 1976, P. 93, 
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South Indian Inscriptions. 


South Indian Temple Inscriptions. 


South Indim Polity. 


Socal and Political life in Vyjyayamagara. 


Studies in Tuluva History and culture. 
Travancore Archaeological Series, 
Tirupati Tirumala Devastanam TInscriptioms. 


SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 


~ SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 951 


PRIMARY SOURCES: 
INSCRIPTIONS: 


Annual Reports of the Archaeological Survey of India, 1887 


Annual Reports of the Mysore Archaeological Department, 
1906 onwards. 


Annual Reports of South Indian Epigraphy, 1887 onwards. 


Desai, P.B., Jainism in South India and Some Jaina Epigraphs, 
Solapur, 1957. 


Epigraphia Carmatica., Vols. 1-17, VIT and VIII (Supplementary), 
Bangalore, 1898 onwards, Revised Vols. T, IT, IIL, IV, V, VI, 
VII, Mysore, 1973 onwards, 


Epigraphia TNDICA., 1892 onwards Hyderabad Archaeological 


Series, 


Inscriptions of Pudukottal State (Texts), 1929 and Trans-~- 
lations 1941, Pudukottai. 


Kamatak Insoriptions., Vol.5 (Ed) P.B. Desai, Vol.6 (Ed) 
BR. Gopal, 1941-69, Dharwar. 


Kundangar, K.G., (Ed), Inscriptions in Northern Karnatak and 
Sholapur. State. 


Rangacharya, V,, A Topographical list of the Insoriptions 
of the Madras presidency, Vol. 1-3, Madras, 1919, 


35೭ 


Rice, B.L., Mysore Coorg from Inscriptions, London, 1909. 


Sewell Robert., List of Antjquaria Remains in the Madras 
Presidency, 1882, 


Sewell Robert., Historical Inscriptions of Southern India, 
(Ed) S, Krishnaswami Aiyangar, Madras, 1932, 


South Indian Inscriptims.,, Vols, 1-20, Madras, 1890 onwards, 


Subranenian, T.N., (Ed), South Indian Temple Inscriptions, 
Madras, 1955. 


Tirumala Tyrupaty Devasthanam Inscriptions, 5 Vols (Madras, 
1 931 36) . 


Travancore Archaeological Series, Vols, T-IIT. 


Literature: 


i) Sanskrit Works: 


Agnipuranam., Trans by MN. Dutt, Calcutta, 1902, CCXLT. 
Bilhana,, Vikramafikadeva carita - Ed. by Buhler, Bombay, 1875, 


Bilhana,, Vikramanikadeva carita - Ed. by Murary Lal Nagar, 
Benares, 1945, 


culavaisa., Ed. and Translated by Geiger. 


9 
Kautilya Arthasastra ~- Trans by R. Shama Sastry, 6th Ed, 
Mysore, 1960, 


ರ — 
Some svaradeva Abhilasitartha chintamani, edited by R. Shama 


Sastry, Mysore, 1926, 


354 
wm? ಮುಡಾ [ad | 
Somesvaradeva, Manasollasa, Vols, 1-3, edited by G.K. Shri- 


gondekar, Baroda, 1925, 1939 & 1961, 


SonEsvaradEva, YikransAxathyudayam edited by M.L. Nagar, 
Baroda, 1966, 


3 — . 
Vi Jnane swara, The Mitaksara onYajriavdkya Translated by JR. 
Gharpure Second Edn, Bombay, 1939, 
ii) Tamil Works: 
Ahandnuru., Saiva Siddhata publishing society, Madras. 


+ 
Kalingattupparani., by P. Palanivel, Sajiva Siddhanta Publish- 
ing society, Madras, 1975. 


ತಾ? __ 
Kofigudesarajakkal., (Ed) C.M. Ramachandran Chettiar, Madras, 
1950, 


ಬಾ po 
Kofigudesarajakkal., No.6, 1950, Taylor's Translation in 
MILS, Vol. VII. 


Panniru Thirumura Varalaru, (Ed) by K. Velaivaraman, Vol.II, 
Annamalai University, 1969. 


Periyepurinem - Saiva Siddhanta Publishing Society Ed. 1950. 


Peruhbdnarruppadai (Ed.) Dr. UV, Swaminatha Iyer, V Edition, 
Madras, 1956. 


Silappadikaram (Ed,) Dr. U.V. Swaminatha Iyer, VI Edn, 
Madras, 1955. 


Tirukkural, Translated by Dr. G.U, Pope, Siva Siddhanta 
Publishing Society, Madras, 1979. 


354 


Tolkappiyam, Saiva Siddhanta Publishing Society, Madras, 1967. 
111) Kannada Works: 


Basavarajadevara Ragale of Harihara Ed.,, by T,S. Venkannayya, 
3rd .Edn, Mysore, 195, 


Dharmanrtam of Nayasena - pts I& IT Ed. by R, Mama Sastry, 
Mysore, 1924 & 1926, 


Hariharana Ragalegalu ~ pt. 1-5 (Ed.) by P.G. Halakatti, 
Bijapur, 1932. 


LOKOpaKaram of Chavundaraya = critically edited by H. Sesha 
Ayyangar, Madras, 1950, 


Nambiyannana Rapale - Fd, by T.N. Srikenthaiya, Mysore, 1946. 


Secomdary Sources (Modern Works) 


Altekar, A.S., The Rashtrakutas and their times, Poona, 1934. 


Altekar, A.S.;, Position of women in Hindu civilisat3zon, 2nd 


Edn, Benares, 1956. 


Appadorai, A., Economic conditions in Southem India, 1000-1500 


AD. Vols, 12, Madras, 1936. 

Arokjiaswany, M., The Farly History of the Vellar Basin, Madras, 
1954; 

The Kofigu country, University of Madras, 1956; 

Zhe Classical Age of the Tamils, University of Madras, 1972, 


Balasubramaniam, SR., Early Chola art and Architec-ure, 
Madras,’ 1966; 


355 


Early Chola Temples, Madras, 1971; 
Basham, A.L., The Wonder that was India, London, 1954. 


Buchanan : & Journey through Calcutta, Mysore and Malabar, 


London, 1807, 
Burton Stein., (Ed), Essays on South India, Bombay, 1975. 


Burton Stein., Peasant state and society in Medieval South 
India, New York, 1980. 


Chattopadhyaya Brayadulal,, Coins and currency systems in 
South India, C.A.D. 225-1300, New Delhi, 1976. 


Chattopadhyaya Debiprasad,, (Ed), History and Society, 
Calcutta, 1978, 


Chidananda Murthy, M., Kannada Sasanagala Seanskritpka 
Adhyayana, (A.D, 450-1150), Mysore, 1966. 


Coelho William., Zhe Hoysala Vamsa, Bombay, 1950. 
Codrington, H.W., Ceylon coins and currency, Colombo, 1924, 
Derrett, J.D.M., The Hoysalas, Oxford, 1957, 

Desai, P.B.,, BasavSsvara and his times, Dharwar, 1968; 

A History of Kamataka, Dharwar, 1970. 


Dikshit, G.S., Local Self -sovernment in Medjeval Karnataka, 
Dharwar, 1964, 


Edward P, Rice,, A History of Kanarese literature, London, 
1921, 


‘35h 


Fleet, J.F., The Dynasties of the Kanarese Districts (Bombay 
Gazetteer, I, ii) Bombay, 1896. 


Ghoshal, U.N., The A 
1929, 


rarlan Sy India, Calcutta, 


Gopal Lallanji., The Economic life of North India, C.A.D. 700- 


1200, 15° 


Edn, Banaras, 1955, 

3 
Gopinatha Rao, T.A., The History of Srivaishnavas, Madras, 1925. 
Gupta, K.M., The Land system in South India between C,800-1200 
A.D.; Lahore, 1933. 


Gupta, SP. & Remachandran, K.S., (Ed), T.V. Mahalingam's ; 


Readin » Delhi, 1977, 


25 in South Indian History 


Gururaja Bhatt, P., " and culture, 


Studies in Tuluva Histo 


Manipal, 1975. 


Gururayachar, S,, aspects of Bcoonomic and Socal life j 


Karnataka (A.D, 1000-1300), University of Mysore, 1974. 


Havell, E.B., Indjan Sculpture and painting, London, 1928. 


Hirth and Rockhill,, Chau Ju-Kua, Academy of Sciences, 8%, 
Petersburg, 1912. 


Kamat Jyotsna,, Studies in Social life in medieval Kamataka 


New Delhi, 1980, 


Kanakasabhaji, V,, The Tamils Bie 


Madras, 1956. 


Kane, P.V., History of Dharmasastra, Vols. 1-5, Poona, 1930-62. 


Karashima Noboru, Sbbarayalu, Y, Matsui Toru,, A comcorad ld 


of the names in the Cola inscriptions, Vols, I-III, Madurai, 
1978. | 

Kenneth R.Hall., Trade and state craft in the age of the Colas, 
New Delhi, 1980. 

Krishna Rao, M.V., The Ganigas of Talakad, Madras, 1936. 


Krishnaswamy Aiyangar, 8., Ancient India, London, 1911; 
- Begininas of South Indian History, Madras, 1918; 
Some contributions of South India to Indian Culture, 
Calcutta, 1923; 
Manimekalai in its historical setting, London, 1928; 


Bvolutzon of Hindy Administrative Tnstitutions in South 


India, University of Madras, 1931. 


Ancient India and South Indian history and culture, 2 Vols, 


Poona, 194, 


Kuppuswany, G.R., Economic conditions in Kamataka (A.D.973 - 


A.D. 1336), Karnatak University, Dharwar, 1975, 


Mahalingam, T.V.,, South Tndian polity, Madras, 1955; 


Madras, 1975, 


Maity, SR., The Economic life of Northem India in Gupta Age 
(C.A.D. 300-550), Calcutta, 1957. 


Majumdar, R.C., (Ed), The History md culture of the Indyan 
people, Vol,V, The Struggle for Empire, Bombay, 1957, 


Meenakshi sundaran, T.P., Tamil - A Bird's Eye View, Madurai, 
1976. 


358 
Nambi Arooran, K., Glimpses of Tamil culture, Madurajl, 1977, 
Narasimha Murthy, AV., (Ed), Arghaeology of Kamataka, 
Universi ty of Mysore, 1978; 
The Coins of Karnataka, 1975. 


Nagaswamy, R., Studies in Ancient Tamil Law and Society, 
Madras, 1978. 


Nilakenta Sastri, K.A., Studies in Colas History and adminis- 


tration, University of Madras, 1932; 

Foreign Notices of South India, Madras, 1939; 
The Colas., Madras, 1955 & 75; 

ಮರ ಎದ 

A History of South Ind1a, Madras, 1958; 


Development of Religion in South India, Madras, 1963, 


Panchamukhi, R.S., An outline of Kamatak sculpture, 
Dharwar, 1956. 


Pran Nath., A Study in the economic com itjons of Ancient 


India, London, 1929. 
9 
Raman, K.V.,, Sri Varadarajasvami's temple - Kane, Delhi, 1975, 
Ramesh, K.V., & History of South Kanara, Dharwar, 1970. 


Sadasivapandarathar, T.V., Pirkala Cholar Sarittiram (in Tamil) 
zirkale Cholar Sarittiram 


Vols. I & IT, Annemalai University, 1951 & 1957. 


Saletore, B.A., Social and political life in Vijayanagar, 


IZ Vols, Madras, 193; 


Karnataka's Trans oceanic contacts, Dharwar, 1957; 


Ancient Karnataka, Vol.I, History of Tuluva, Poona, 1936. 


359 


Samuel Beal., Life of Hiueng London, 1914. 


Sesha Aiyar, K.V., Historical sketches of Ancfent 


Vols, I & IT, Madras, 1917, 


Settar, 8.,, (Re-edited), Archaeological Survey of Mysore - 
Annual Reports, Vols,IT, IIT & IV, Karnatak University, 


Dharwar, 1976 & 1977. 


Shakuntala Rao Sastri., Women in the Sacred Laws, TInd Eq, 


Bombay, 1960. 
Sarma, SR., Jainism and Karnatak culture, Dharwar, 1940, 


Sheik Ali, B., (Ed), The Hoysala Dynasty, Mysore, 1972; 
The History of the Westem Gangas, Univers ty of 
Mysore, 1976. 


Sircar, D.C., Indian Epigraphical Glossary, Delhi, 1975. 


Sivaramamurti, C., Bulletin of the Madras Government Museum, 
Madras, 1966, 


Smith, V.A., Catalogue of the coins in the Indian Museum, 


Calcutta, Vol.I, 1966, 


- Subbarayalu,' ¥Y., Political geography of the Chola country, 
Madrag, 1979. 


Sbramamian, N., Sangam polity, Madras, 1967. 


Abramanian, SV, (Ed), s of the Heritage of Tamils - 


Art & Architecture, Madras, 1980. 


Subremanya Aiyar, K.V., Historical sketches of Ancient Dekhan, 
Vols. 1 & IT, Madras, 1917. 


380 


ಗಳಲ್ಲ 


Venkataraman, K.R., Hoysalas in the Tamil country, Anmamalaj- 


nagar, 1950. 


Venkateswara, SV., Indian Culture throug ges, 2 Vols, 


Mysore, 1928-32, 


Venkataramaiya, K.M.;, Cholarkala Arasiyal Varalaru (in Tamil), 


Chidambaram, 1966. 


Wilsm, H.H., Mackenzie Collection, & descriptive catalogue 


of the oriental Manuscripts and other articles. Jllus- 


» Of the Literature, History, Statistics and 


and Antiquities of the South of Indya, collected by the 
late Lieut .Col. Colin Mackenzie, Vol.IT, Calcutta, 


1828, Appendix-CCXXIV. 


Yazdani, G., (Ed), The early history of the Deccan, 2 vols, 
Bombay, 1960, 


JOURNALS: - 
Indian Antiquary. 
dice. - 


Historical Quarterly. 


Sciences Number. 


361 


oumal of Qriental Research. 


Gazetteers, Commemoration Volumes and Dictionaries: 


Mysore Gazetteer - C. Hayavadana Rao, 5 Vols, Bangalore, 
1927-30, 


Gold Mining Industry in India (Geological Society of Inj, 


Memoir 1, Bangalore, 1963). 


Professor, K.A. _Nilakeanta Sastry Felicitatyon Volume, 


Madras, 1971. 


Prof, S. Sm.kantha Sastri Felicitation Volume, Mysore, "973. 


Tamil Lexicon, 


The Hindu. 


"302 
UNPUBLISHED THESIS: 
Ghatapaadi, S.G., Taxatim in Ancient and Medieval Kamataka, 
Karnatak University, Dharwar, 1977. 


Kenneth. R. Hall., The Nagarem as a marketing centre in earl 


medieval south Ind1a, University of Michigan, 1975. 


Krishnaswamy Iyengar, B.S., History of Medieval Kamataka with 


sources, University of Mysore, 


Liceria Sister., Socyal and economic History of Kamataka, 


(A.D. 1000-1300), Patna University, 1972. 


? 9 ರಾ 
Sadyojyata swam.yle, Saiva and Virasalva Mathas in Kamataka, 


Karnatak University, Dharwar, 1974. 


Sampath, M.D., Chittoor through the ages, Kamatak University, 
Dharwar, 1975 (published recently). 


Shanmugam, P., Revenue system wder the Cholas, University of 


Madras, 1975. (To be published shortly) 


GLOSSARY 
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Achari 


Acharxyatam 
Adaikkay 

Adaiuiraren, 
Adhikari sal 


Adhipati 
Adigal 


Agamas 

Agrahara (agaram) 
AinnSrruvar 
Aunganam 

Alperu 

Thai \ 


Ankakare 
Antarayam 
Arave ಲ 
Arisi - 


Avttayamam 
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A suffix to the members of the 


ViSvekarma community. 
Sagehood. - 
Betelnut. 


Cultivating tenant (7?) 

Officers 

Chief of Nad. 

Respectable Suffix to the title 


of a King or renowned person. 


"Servant or labourer. 


Sheep. 

Field (?). 

Saiva Siddhanta Studies. 
A Brahninical Wೌllage. 

The Merchant guild of 500. 


Village Comittee, 


" Worker, 


Elephant. 


Warriors. 
Intemal duties, 


Garden. 
Rice, 


Temple worship. 


Asagadeore 


Asuvi-naklal 


Attupattam 


Aynannigar 
Ayyavole 500 


Bhattavritti 
Bhavakarini gal 


Bhuni (also mannu) 
ಕಾ ಿಾರಲಯ್ಞ್‌ರಾಳ್ಲರಾತ್‌ 


Bhoga 


$4 


a9 


$೪ 


+ 


೪9 


9 


“a 


de 


KS 


*9 


$೪ 


Levy on Washerman. 35 4 
Jain Ascetics, 

Tax on Sheep. 

Hereditary Village Servants. 
Revenue. 

Coxn given by the Villagers to 
the hereditary servants of the 
village as their established fees. 
Uitness Committee of five. 


Merchant Corporation of Karnataka. 


Propitiatory oblation. 

A measure of 180 tolas or 
209.9 gr. 

Merchant. 

Temple treasury. 

Tax levied on gardens (?). 

A Jain Religious establishment. 
Priest, 

Priest. 

land measurement. 

Land to Scholars. 

Temple servants. 

A unit of measure or 80i1. 
Rights on lend enjoyed by the 
landlord. 


Bittuvatta 


Brahmnacharin 


Brahmadsya 
Brahmapuri 


Brahmasettis 


MO 


Chaturvedimangalam 


Chirrangadipittam 
Cit rameli 
D 


Dandanayaka 


Dandam 
Dandupalalka 
Dadavanda 


Debari 


Dssi 


Devabhoga 
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Lands granted for the maintenance 
of the tank or for special 
services, 


A Celebate., 

Lands held by Brahmins. 

Paxt of the tow inhabited by 
Brahmins. 


Merchant gu11d of Ayyavole. 


Brahminical Village of the 
Tamil Country. 


Tax on Ilinor shops. 


Corporation of Vellala nattar 
and others engaged in village 
(Meli - ploughshare). 


A Governor or Minister in charge 
of Army. 


Fine, 
Army Guards. 


Lands granted to a person for 
repairing or constructing a tank. 


Relative. 


An administrative division com- 
prising a group of villages or 
Native Merchant guilds. 


Lands held in the name of deity. 


Devadana 


Devaduvu 


Devakanmi gal 


Devaradi yar 
Dhanam 


Dharma 


Dharmnakanakkan 


Dharmasana 
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Lands given as gifts for carrying 
on worship in temples. 


Temple lands, 
Temple Officials, 


Temple dancing girl. 
Charity. 


The act of generosity. 
Royal Accountant, 


Village court. 


wife, 

Country of o0il-mills. 

Tank or lake, 

Conmercial Militia headquarters. 
Plough tax. 

Rank. 

She-buff aloes. 


A gold coin commonly circulated 
weighing Y2 a sovereiq. 


Village headman. 
O01l-press. 
Golden images. 


Singers or Constituents of the 
Guild of 500. 


Gauda 
Gavares 
ಮಾಬ್‌ 


Gavundas 
GhatikSsthana 


Gotra 


Grama 


Grantha 


Wr 


Holeyas 


Heegade 


Ideyan 

Ilan 
Ixai 
Iraitandigira 
Lraiyili 


Iravu 
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A group of powerful village 387 
Officers. 


Guild of grain merchants of 
the Ayyavole 500. 


Farmer communi ty. 
Educational Institution, 


Adopted by Hindus usually after 
a teacher or group of teachers. 


A village, 


Usually stands for Tamil- 
Sanskrit characters, 


Harijans. 


Village Offices (also 8ee 
pergade). 


Left hand class of Varmior 
Community . 

Shepherd 

Ceylon. 

Tax 

Tax Collector, 

Tax-free, 


Tax paid in kind, 


Kal 
Kaladi or Sripada 
K&lanultha 
Kalalavu Kuli 
Kalam 

Kalani 


Kalan ju 


Kal+tachchan 
Kambu 


Kalnadu 


Kammara 


Kammas 


anakaparvvatam 
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Victozy pillar erected to comme~ 
morate the success ina battle. 


Jowar. 


Astrology. 


A tax. 


Forest. 


0i1-mi1l. 

Weaver Community 

Hand bell, 

Stone. 

King's £66, unit of measure. 
A Saiva Sect. 

Heasure of the Ruler's £061. 
A cubic measure in Tamil area, 
Wet 1and, 


Unit of measuring land based 
on Sowing capacity. 


Stone Mason. 
Bamboos. 


A gift made to the heirs of a 
hero. 


Blacksmith. 
Smith. 


Golden Mountain. 


Kanakkan 


Kénattan or Karanattan 


Katte 
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Accountant, K 
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Clerks, 


Gift of omership or aunit of 
CULTeNcy 


Landholders. 

Right of gifted lands, 
Bundle, 

Rainy season. 

Imperial Clerk or Censor, 


Tenure with hereditary right 
of enjoyment or cultivation vight. 


Double drum. 
Agents. 

Currys 

Black paddy. 

Tax on dxy lads. 
Outflow of tank. 


Fixed Rent when faming on 
the iad. 


Lowest denomination of a coin. 


Standard weight for weighing 
jewels. | 


Poems. 
Vege tables. 


The Officer who hears the oral 
orders and issues instructions 
accordingly or the Chief Exe- 
cutive. 


Kelvi-mndali 


KumarakachchAnam 


Kummara Katamas 


Kumari 
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An Officer of the King's house~ 
hold evidently charged with the 
duty of obtaining King's orders 
or petitions. 


Quarters in towns. 


Unit of measuring land based on 
Sowing capacity. 

Village headnman. 

Gommercial Tax or toll on Zé%ail 
Articles. 


Summer 


Gift mostly of land for various 
services. 


4 ballas i.e., 72 tolas 840-41 gr. 
a unit of measure on Sowing 
capacity. 


A division of the rajya. 

A pilgrim centre, 

A unit for measuring land. 
Accountant. 

For the maintenance of Artisans. 
Pots. 


Tax payable in coin probably for 
the maintenance of the temple of 
Kumara or Subrahmanya. 


Tax lewied on hill crops. 


Lmds reclaimed for eultivation 
or designates a potter, 


Kurmni 
ಎ 
Kusavar 


Kutunba Vritti 


iy! 


Madai 
Madapariyala 


Madapattiyam 


Madhyastas 
Magani, 
Maganmai 
Mocgadere 


Mohadandanayaka 
Maha janas 


~~ 
Mohamandclcesvara 


Mahamnatra 


Mohanddu 
Hahapattaviyabari 
Mahasabha 
Mahasatikal 


Malai 
Malan 


Malla 
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A measure. 
Potters. 


For maintenance of one's family. 


A Gold coin - a pagoda. 
A tax (2). 


Management of the affairs of a 
matha and temple. 


Arbitrators. 

An Administrative unit, 
Poll-tax, 

Tax on looms. 

Senior Commandant. 


A local body for administering 
the village, 
Supreme Commander of the amy or 


Viceroy. 
Equivalent to the rank of 


a General. 

District level guilds. 
Chief of Merchants. 
Higher Assembly or tow. 


Big memorial stone exected for 
a lady committing Sati. 


Hi11., 
Hunter. 


Wrestler. 


Mandal amudali 


Mandalasvami 
Mendalika 
Manenagatin 
Mangalam 
Mani 


Hanigramam 


Ioniyaram 
Yannu 
Manradi, 
Mantras 


Manya 


Marakkal 


Marayan’ 


Mastikal 
Hattaru 
Mattalam 


Mattiyvapanam 
Meli or Mele 
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Suppliers, 372 
4Y2 Tolas. 

Tax on houses. 

Province. 

Chief of Tandalam, 

Mayor of a taluk. 

Provincial Officers, 

House Manager. 

A small administrative unit. 
Bell. 


Mercantile Corporation of 
different castes, 


Tax on Bells (?). 
Land or soil. 
ShepherA. 

Hymns. 


Gifts usually of lands entirely 
free from levy. 


Measure of grain popular in 
Cola country. 


Simifies the status of an 

office that he held underthe 
ruler. 

Menorial stone, 

Educational institution. 

A popular unit of measuring land. 

Tabor. _ 


Inoxicating drinks. 


A group. 


Melvaram 


Mh LakSare 


Hiyatcei. 
Mugavetti 


Mulas thana 


Naduvivukkum 


Nadgavunda 


Nagari 
Nagaram 


Nasara Kanakkan 


Nagarattar 


Nakara 


Nalgavunda 
Nali 


ಕಾ 


Nalpraphu - 


Nambi ™ 


94 


«ee 
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Governnent's share ox share in 
the produce due to the proprietor. 


A system of the heritance of law 
prevalent in medieval Karnataka, 
Proprietorship or Overlordship. 


Officer of Royal seals or in- 
charge of communications in the 
Cola rule. 


Main shrine, 


A unit of administration above 


‘the village. 


Judici~7 officiers of the Revenue 
Department. 


Non-official head of a sub- 
division. 

Script. 

A guild of Ilexrchants also acting 
as trustees, 


Town Accountant. 


Head of Town. 
Portion of the city. 
(See Nadgavunda) 


A Tamil measure, 


‘An Officer of the nadu. 


Priest, 


sd 


Naf jel 


Nanadedis 


Nattar 


Nattuppattam 


Nattuvan 
Navalige 
Navidevari 
Nayako. 
Nellu 
Nerilu 
Ny 
Nilchom 
Nirnelam 
Sirmannu 


Mishidhi 


Nir irampam 
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೪೦ 


೪ 


೪ 
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Lady . 
Wet lands. 


Regional federation of guilds 
of Merchants. (also prefixed 
Ubhaya & Samasta). 


Members of the Nadu or inhabi- 
tants of District. 


Tax on Nadu. 
Dancing Master. 
Barber, 


Professional Tax on Bazbers. 


Imnportont digmitary of a village. 


Paddy. 
Channel. 


Ghee. 


Wet land, 
Wet land. 


A Memorial stone erected for 
those attaining Nirvana by 
starvation. 


Max Llewied on wet lands, 


Chief. 


A cubic measure in Tamil aren, 


t 


Padamulaparieraha 
Padi 


Padinikki 


Paljigai 
Pallichchandam 
Pallikaras 


Pona or Panam (Fanan) 


Panchachariya Pujaris 


Panchalas 


Pairuhanga 


Panchanahasabda 


PanchaSata 
Panchavan 
Pandita 


L£anguni 


Paradavattige 
Paraiyar 
Paramasvamigal 
Parisattom 
Parokshavineya 
Lasevuttige 


Patta 
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Initiation into disciplehood., 
A hamlet of a village. 


Peaceful mle by the King of 
“the area. 


ರeeds., 

Jain temple. 

Jaina temple lands. 
Holders of Vritti lands. 


A go1id coin 21lso used to 
designate silver coin. 


Priest Comittee of Five. 
Artisans: CF Panchamuvaru. 

The five anigas of the basement, 
Five Musical instruments. 

500 heroes. 

Pan dys: 

Scholar. 


Corresponding to March-April 
known for festival of ‘panguni 
uttiram'. 


Land sale-deed. 
Untouchables. 

Respected Religious head. 
Honour. 

Religious expiation. 


Lands granted for the maintenance 
of tak. 


Land deed, 


Pattanam 


Patt anaswanl 


Pattam 


Pattolai 


Pattuppadavar 


] . 
Prasasti 


PrayaScitta 


Pudavai 
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Town of Merchandise. 
Mayor of the town or city. 
Tax. 

Revenue Head-Clerk., 
Singers. 

Spring. 

Women-fo lk. 


Officers in general or headmen 
of villages. 


A great toll or general 1evy. 
Senior Officer. 

Liquid Measure. 

Lamp with handle. 

Pedestal. 

Headload, 

Gold (coin). 

Organised committee for deciding 
important village or town affairs. 
Bulogy. 

Religious sanctions, 

Clothes. 

Temple. 

Tax on grass or levy on fodders. 
Dry lands. 


Quarters of a town inhabited by 
Speaial Communities as 


Brahmapur . 


Purana 

Puravu 

Puravuvari 

Puravuvari tinaikkalam 
Puvavuvari tinaikkalat~ 
tukankani 
Puravuvaritinoikkala~ 
musovettis 
Puravuvaritinaikkala- 
nayagam 

Pushpabhisheka 


Puvelaikkaran 


ld 


Rudrahoma 


Samaiya Senapati 


0 
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- 
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Mythology. 


Land tax, 

Land Revenue Register. 

Land~tax Registration department. 
Revenue Superintendent or 


Bxaminer of Records. 


Revenue Superintendent incharge 
of Royal seals, 


Chief Revenue executive. 
Annointment with flowers to God. 


A personal servant of the miler 

so designated in Tamil country - 
A title after the flower emblem 

on the King's Crown. 


Offering oblation to the deity 
Rudra, 


Poems. 


Village Assembly. 
Unit of measuxing lmd or grain. 
Street. 


A Jain practice of fasting 1111 
death. 


Convention Chief. 
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Samantas ; Feudatories, 

Same ya p Convention, guili, caste or 
community or Agrzement. 

Samaya Chakravarti $ Head of IHerchant Community. 

Samudra 3 Large water fomations. 

Sandhi ; Shrine. 

Sankol : Span or Measuring Rod. 

Sanyasana (Sane as Sallekhana) 

Sarvamanya ? Endowments. 

SESanam ; Inscription. 

Sati $+ Self-imolation., 

Sati kal p A memorial stone erected for 
a lady falling into the fire, 

Sekku :  Oil-mill. 

Senabova : An Accountant. 

Senapati : General. 

SSsai ; Tax (Contribution collected in 


mkind i.e., grains.). 


Setti $ A guild and town officer. 
Settiguttas $ Leaders of merchants. 

Sevikktavu $ Bar-ring. 

Siddaya ; Quit Rent or Land Tax - An annual 


levy fixed in amount also a 
fixed payment in a general sense. 


Sirudanam 2 Junior Officer, 
Si rusungom 3 Ilinor tolls. 
Smri ti ; Scriptural works ascribed to 


divine or semi-Jivine beings. 


Srakpyi1 


9 ~~) 
Sri Mahesvaras 


> 
Srivaishnavas 


Sri Vindnan 


Sthanikns 
Sthanapati 
Suttulkadan 


Svarga 


Jalaivasal 
Ialarar 
Taliyiladar 
Tani 
Tapasiyar 
Parl irai, 


Toripputavai 
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Food. 
A guild, 


Village under the management of 
a temple. 


Temple Officer, 
Temple. 


Non-Brahminical temple 
authorities. 


Devotees of Vienu. 


The structure from the basement 


to the finial. 


Temple staff. 

Trustee of a temple oy mathe 
Bamboo Trees. 

Bxemptions on burnt articles (7). 


Heaven. 


Carpenter, 

Taluk Headquarters. 

Outer gate, 

Watchman in village or tow. 
Those who have no temple rzights. 
An administrative unit. 
Ascetics. 

Tax on weavers, 


Ibid, 


Tattan 
lattoarpattam 
Tayir 
Telligas 
Tigulas 

Ti ppaydal 
Tirtha 


Tirukkoyil-~-udaiyan 

mi rumondira O1ai 
Tirunandira Olainayagom 
m.rumeykkappar 


Tirumurram 
TMirunal 
Tirunandavan am 
Ti runandaviloakku 
Tiruamudu 


Ty ruva mo Li 


Tiruv daiyattam 


> ಇ 
Tisai-ayirattaififurruvar 
T— 


Mott am 
Tulainirai Sempon 
Tumbu 


uni 
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Goldsmith. 

Tax on Goldsmith. 

Cuxds., 

O11-mongers. 

Military station or camys. 
Tamils, 

Sati. 


Sacred pond also a place of 
Sancti ty. 


Temple Manager. 


Royal Secretary. 
Chief Secretary. 


Temple Watchman. 
Subsidiary Shrine. 
Auspici ous day. 

Temple Garden. 

Lamp inside the shmne. 
Sacred offerings. 
Royal order. 


Devadana lands gifted to Visnu 
temples. 


Commercial organisation of the 
Tamils affliated with Ayyavole 
centre. 


Garden. 


Gold rich in content. 


Sluice. 


(= 2 Padakku) A Tamil cubic 
measure. 


fic 


mse) 
Ubhaya-nonadesis 


Udankuttam 
Ulakku 


Ulvari 


Umnbali 


Ur 


Uri 


Ur-Kanakkan 


Urodeya 


Urom 


Uvarchchar 


UVAtti 


¥ 
Vadaiy 
Vodugars 


Vaduga Velekarna 
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The itinerant merchants belong- 
ing to various places of both 
local amd distant territories. 


Class of officers accompamying 
the King. 


(=2 Slakku) a Tamil cubic 
MedASures, 


Field sufficiently moist for 
ploughing or tax levied for 
internal administration of the 
town. 


Type of land tenures - land 
granted for holding public 
offices. 


A village or small town. 


(= 2 Ulakku) A cubic measure 
of the Tamil country, 


Village Accountant. 
Chicf of village or tows. 


Inhabitants or assembly members 
of the Ur. 


Drummers. 


School-mas ter. 


Cakes. 
Northerners. 


A servant from the Telugu 
Communi ty. 


Yaisravanas 
Valanadu 
Valafigai 
Valanjiyar 
Valarpuram 
Wlviron 
Vafiguvari 
Vaniya 
Vanisoinakkol 
Vannan Kudangai 


Varaha 


Vareza 


Varipottagom 


Variyilidu 
Vaykkal 


Vedar 


Velaikkaran 


Veli 


Veliyanelu 


Vellam 


Vellan Vagai 


Verrilai 


CNN) 


Vetarkunmari 


[ 


೪೪ 
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Merchant conmuni ty. 

District headquarters, 

Right hand class, 

Ilerchant cum nilitary class. 
Growing towns. 

Swordsman. 

Custom dues. 

Merchant. 

Merchant bodyguards, 

Lands gifted to washerman. 


A g01d coin weighing 63 grains. 


Lineage. 


Chief-in-charge of Revenue 
records. 


Revenue Register. 
Channel. 
Hunter. 


A personal servant of the King 
cormonly found in Tamil country. 


Unit of measuring land. 
White paddy. 

Jaggery. 

Cultivator's village. 
Betel leaves. 


Tax on h111 crops. 


Vetti 


Vettuvari 


Vidaiyil adikarigal 


Villigal 
Viza-Balan jus 
Vira Kodiyar 
Viran 


Wrapattana 


Viravana 


Visa 


Vishaya 
Vritti 
Yyakarana 
Vyapari 


Wd 


Yana 


Sanala 


[3 


0 


8 
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Forced labour or one who does 


free labour in a towm ox village. 


Diaging tax. 


Officer of the revenue Depart- 
ment (Rank not know). 


Bowmen. 
Merchant comunity. 
Merchant bodies. 


Soldier, 


A Mercantile town, inhabited by 


eri-virar. 
Tax paid by soldiers. 


Unit of currency and land 
measure. 


A group of villages. 
Holding, a gift of previlege. 
Grammer. 


Trader. 


Any great moral observance. 


The Science of Astronony. 
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Mandalams 


1. Marayapadi alias Irattapadikonda Chola Mand alam. 
2. Tadigaivali aljas Vikrama Chola mandalam. 


3. Tondiamandalam alias Jayangonda Chola mandalam. 


kh, Nujambapadi alias Nigarili Choja mandalam. 
5. Gahigapadi alias Mudigonda Chola Mandalan. 
6. Vijaya Rajendra mandalam., 

7. Malainadu. 


8. Tulunadu. 


Valanadus 

ನಾನಾ ಾಲಾಣಾಂದವಾಾ 

a) Gahgaikondachola Valanddu 
b) R&yEndra. Chola Valanadu. 
c) Virar&yéndra Valanadu. 

d) Nittavinoda Valanadu. 

e) Arumolideva Valanadu 


f) Jayahgonda Chola Valanadu. 
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1. Ennainadu. 16. Ilanagar-nadu. 

2, Tdaz -nadu. 17. Kalyvaranddu. 

3. Iqatturainadu. 18. Kalavaranadu. 

L. Kaimalainaqgu. 19, Kunji-nadu alias 

5. Kilalai-nadu. Pullyur-nadu. 

6. Kudukurmadu. 20. Kuvatala-nadu. 

7. May sur-nadu 21. Paruv-nadu or Parivai. 
8. Navalenadu. 22, Pudal -nadu. 

9. Nugu-nadu. 23, Puramalal-nadu. 

10. Padz-nadu. 24 Tagadurnadu. 

11. S1yagalanadu. 25. Kunungalnaqgu or Kuigal. 
12. Kilax-Marayapadi. 26. Kadambal1ge-naqdu. 

13. Koygaikkurunadu. 27. Virivi-nadu, 

14. Avaniya-nadu. 28. Kukkanur-nadu. 

15. Ch1ra-nadu. 29, Kurukundedachchinadu. 


30, Sennai -nadu. 
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CHATURVEDIMANGAL MS 


ರಾ ಮಾ 


ANDHRA PRAOESH 


4 
3 
12 
PA 
BANGALORE 3 
MANDYA 
7 TAMIL NADU 
ಫ್‌ 
c MYSORE 


CATM : ChaturvEdimangalam. 


10, 


13, 


Rayadhirdya Catm (Ch. Tq). 
Rijyardya Catm (Cp. Tq). 
Rayendra Simha Catm (Cp, Mb, Yl. Tq). 


Jayahgonda 5೦3೩ Catm (K1. Tq). 


Puhgandr alias Trailokkiyamadevi Catm (Cp. Tq). 


Solamadévi Gatm (Cp. Tq). 

Panchavan madevi Catm (Yl. Tq). 
Virudarajabayankara Catm (Sr, Yl. Tq), 
Vanavanmadev Gatm (Sr. Tq). 

Jananada Catm (K1, Ch. Tq). 
Arumolideva Catm (3. Tq). 

Varadaraja Catm (Mr. Tq). 

GrGstha Cholendra Catm (Ml. Tq). 
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AGRAHARA TOWNS IN CHOLA PERIOD 


ANDHRA PRADESH 


KOLAR 


TUMKUR ೭a 


BANGALOKE 


MANGALORE 
% 


MANOYA 


TAMIL NADU 
} ಲಿ 


10 
I 
MYSORE 16 


COORG 


1. 


Avani. 


1a. Malambi. 


೭ 


Vagata. 


2a. Iragiyur (Yeldur). 


3, 
4, 
5, 
6. 


Kunungi1 (Kunigal). 
Manalur (MalUirpatna) . 
Kudaldr. 

Chikkmalur. 

Doddamalur. 
Binnamangala., 

Hanasoge (or) Panasoge. 
Malingi. 

Marehall1. 

Mulluru. 


Alur. 


Periyapatna ( Singapattana) . 


Honganur. 

ttur. 

Kollagara (Kollegal). 
Sgattur. 
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THE GENEALOGY AND CHRONOLOGY OF 
KELADI RULERS: A REVIEW 


G, KurpPuURaM* 


One of the most important feudatory families which rose to 
power under the Vijayanagar rulers and who finally established 
themselves as an independent kingdom was that of the Niyakas 
of Keladi. Although the capital of the Keladi Kingdom was 
changed twice, first from Keladi to Tkkéri during the reign of 
of Caudappa in A.D. 1511-12 and then from Ikkéri to Bedndr 
during the reign of Virabhadraniyaka in A.D. 1639, and for 
some time in Bhuvanagiridurga in the reign of Cennammaji, it 
was still called the Keladi Kingdom. The inscriptions also refer 
to these chieftains as the Keladi Niyakas. 


The main purpose of this paper is to re-examine the views 
of scholars! who have discussed the chronology and genealogy of 
the Keladi rulers, The sources on which the problem will be 
examined consists mainly of the epigraphs and the two major 
literary works, Keladinypavijayam and Sivatattvaratndkara and also 
the Portuguese, Dutch and English records. 


Chauda Gauda (A.D. 1499— A.D. 1540) 

The first member of the family and founder of the dynasty 
who rose to eminence was Cauda Gauga, hailing from a village 
called Palliyabayalu near Keladi?, in Shimoga district of 
Karnataka State. According to Keladinrpavijayam and Sivatattua- 
rainakara, Caudappa was the founder ofthe Keladi Kingdom. 
The Keladinrpavijayam places Caudqa’s installation as the Chief of 
Ikkéri on Magha Su. 3of the year Siddharthi, Saka 1422, corres- 
ponding to 8th January 1500 A.D.3 

As Caudappa’s strength increased, Krsnadéavaraya 
summoned him to his court and sent him to quell the rising of 
Sabars and others in the east. After his successful mission 
Caudappa was granted eight maganis of Keladi, Tkkéri, Perbayal, 


“Research Student, Department of History and Archaeology, 
Karnataka University, Dharwad, 
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Yelagalale, Modir Kelise............and Latavadi. Finally he 
conferred the title of “Nayaka of Keladi State” on Caudappa 
(Keladimilasaristhiinada manneya Chaudappa Nayaka). He was 
enthroned at Keladi in A.D. 1499*, though the date actually 
works out to Jan. AD. 1500. Itis believed by Chitnis that 
Caudappa ruled upto A.D. 1513 only; though as shown 
elsewere, his rule continued upto A.D. 1535 or 40. 


It remains to ‘examine the question of Nayakaskip more 
carefully. Both Keladinrpavijayam and Sivatattvaratnakara affirm 
that the title of Nayaka was conferred on Caugappa but this is 
not corroborated by any epigraphical evidence, The only 
inscription recording a grant of land made by him in A.D. 15065 
does not mention him as Ndyaka butas Keladiya Cauga Gauda. 
An inscription in the Kalaféévara temple at Kalasa, Mudgere 
taluk dated in the year (Saka 1438, Dhatu, Sravana Suddha 5) 
A.D. 1516 issued during the reign of Krsnadévaraya which 
mentions an expedition of Bhujabala Mahdargya (“‘Busbalrao” 
of Nuniz) into Tulu Rajya and his camp at Mangalore to quell 
a rebellion of his feudatories in the area does not refer to Cauda.’ 
Probably he was a feudatory ruler enjoying autonomy, right 
from an carlier periods. 


An inscription of Sadifivanayaka?, Cauqappa’s successor 
refers to the following : 


It states that Keladi Dévagauda’s son was Gdpagauqa and 
his sons Cauqdagauda and Bhadragaudarasa associating Caudappa 
with the title arasa denoting his rulership. 


Rice and Lakshminarayana Rao give a different story 
regarding Nayakaship. Both the brothers Caudappa and Bhadra 
rebelled against the Tuluva King Vira Narasimha in the 
general confusion of the period. The two brothers were seized 
and imprisoned at the capital. When the brothers offered their 
services to put down a rebellious chief successfully, the king 
appointed Cauda as the chief of Keladi®. 


An inscription belonging to the times of Caugappa (A.D. 
1506) mentioned above informs us that his only title was edeva- 
murdri. There are two records which throw some light on the 
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reign of Cauqdappa’s successors. One of them is dated A.D. 1534 
(§. 1456) mentions a certain Kondappa Odqeyiru as governing 
Barakdrurijya under the orders of a Safikapna Niyaka'9. Another 
epigraph of Acyuta Raya from Uppuru in South Kanara district 
dated A.D. 1535 (§ 1457) states that Mangliru and Birakiiru 
Rajyas were given to Sankanna Nayaka who in turn gave them 
over to Kondqappa Oqeya!!. Swaminathan suggests that Sankanna 
may have been a surname of Cauda, as his grandsons were given 
the names of Doqda and Cikka Sankanna and so itis right to 
think that Chauda ruled till A.D. 1535-154012 and that Sadasiva 
ruled between A.D. 1540-1565. 


Sadasiva Nayaka (A.D. 1540— A.D. 1565) 

The earliest known inscription of Sadasivaniyaka, son of 
Cauda is dated A.D. 154413, Chitnis however says that SadaSiva 
Nayaka ruled from A.D. 15133 to 15634. Lakshminarayan Rao 
believes that Sadasivaniyaka came to power in A.D. 1544-4514 
and ruled til A.D. 15655. He bases his view on a stone 
inscription!S from Hoysdla in South Kanara District dated A.D. 
1563, last inscription of Sadiéivaniyaka. Vasantha Madhava 
in his unpublished thesis concurs with the view of Chitnis that 
he ruled from A.D. 1509 to A.D. 156516, The views of Chitnis 
and Vasantha Madhava that Caudappa ruled upto A.D. 1513 
seems to be based entirely on the literary works. The earliest 
inscription of Sadasivanayaka ‘is dated A.D, 1544, Iltis quite 
possible that Caudappa might have continued to rule upto 
A.D. 1535 or A.D. 1540 because he also had the title of Sanikanna 
as opined by K. D. Swaminathan. Till more evidence is 
forthcoming the view of Lakshminarayan Rao may be upheld 
and so it may be concluded that Caudappa ruled upto A.D. 
1535-40 and SadaSiva Niayaka continued to rule upto A.D. 1565. 


Sadasiva’s Successors (A.D. 1565— A.D. 1586) 

It is held by Chitnis that Doddasankanna Niyaka, son of 
Sadasiva Niayaka ruled from A.D. 1563 to A.D. 157018. This 
view is supported by Keladinrpavijayam—which records that 
immediately after the death of Sadasivanayaka, his eldest son 
Dodda Sankannaniyaka succeeded to the rulership of Tkkéri!3. 
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According to Sivatattvaratinakara SadaSiva Nayaka conferred the 
title of Immadi Sadiasiva Niyaka on his younger brother 
Bhadrappa after the latter returned from his pilgrimage. 
Bhadrappa subsequently ruled for some time and nominated the 
elder of his two nephews Doqdda Sankanna as his successor and 
the younger Cikka Sankanna as his heir-apparent?. The 
rulership of Immadi SadaSiva Niayaka is also supported by an 
inscription dated A.D. 1566 referred to as the ruler of Araga 
Rajya?!, 


Swaminathan also surmises that this Immadji SadiSiva 
Nayaka was the title of none else than Bhadrappa, younger 
brother of Sadasiva Nayaka and that after his one year rule or 
death in A.D. 1567 he was succeeded by Doqda Sankanna 
Nayaka who continued to rule upto A.D. 1570 evidently because 
the earliest known inscription of Cikka Sankanna Niyaka, his 
successor is dated A.D. 1571 only?2, 


Lakshminarayan Rao identifies Immadgi SadaSiva Nayaka 
with Doqdqda Sankanna on the basis of copper plate grant of 
Venkatappa Niyaka I dated A.D. 159223. 


The identification of Immidi Sadisiva Nayaka is conflicting 
and it cannot be determined precisely due to lack of substantial 
evidence. Chitnis and Lakshminarayan Rao believe that Cikka 
Sankanna Niyaka who succeeded his elder brother Doddqa 
Sankanna ruled from A.D. 1570 to A.D, 1580 and governed his 
kingdom some times jointly with his nephew Riamaraja’S. 
K. D. Swaminathan is however of the opinion that Cikka 
Sankanna Nayaka succeeded in A.D. 1570 his rule continued upto 
A.D. 1586. The earliest record of Cikka Sankanna is dated 
A.D. 1570 and the latest known record is dated A.D. 1580. 
Epigraphs of Ramariaja, son of Dodda Sankanna range in dates 
from A.D. 1570 to A.D. 1586, The overlapping of dates of the 
two princes may be explained with the help of a lithic record 
from South Kanara dated A.D. 1577, which states clearly that 
Sankanna and Ramaraja were ruling jointly over Gutti, 
Araga, Barakiru and Mangaluru?5, Basing on these evidences 
Swaminathan concludes that these two princes ruled jointly 
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till A.D. 1580. Though the latest available date for Cikka 
Sankanna above is only A.D. 1580, one finds inscriptions of 
his co-ruler Rimaraja as late as A.D. 1582 and A.D. 1586. 
We can therefore conclude that Ramaraja ruled jointly with his 
uncle till A.D. 1580 and there after independently till A.D. 1586. 
K. D. Swaminathan is of the opinion that Rimaraja Nayaka 
successor of Cikka Saikanna continued to rule independently 
after the death of the latter in A.D. 1580. Earlier he was ruling 
jointly with his uncle from A.D. 1570 to 1580 as is.clear from the 
evidence of an inscription dated A.D. 1573. It states that he 
was ruling Araga, Gutti, Barakdru and Mangaliru under the 
orders of Sriraiga Riya?!. Another inscription of A.D. 1573 
records that Kalise in the Keladi Sime was conferred on Ramariaja 
Nayaka of Keladi as Kanatci by the emperor!7, Lakshminarayan 
Rao corroborates the informations as given above. Vasantha 
Madhava refers to four inscriptions of Ramaraja Nayaka from 
A.D. 1571 to A.D. 1586 which speaks of Ramaraja as the ruler 
and he concludes that Ramaraja Niayaka succeeded his father 
some time before A.D. 1571 and ruled upto A.D. 158628. 


Venkatappa Nayaka I (A.D. 1586— A.D. 1629) 


Epigraphs largely help us from the period of Venkatappa 
Nayaka I and hence there is not much controversy over dates of 
accession and death. As the earliest known record of this ruler 
is dated A.D. 15923, Lakshminarayan Rac places his reigning 
period between A.D. 1592 and A.D. 1629. Till AD. 1613 
Venkatappa Nayaka J acknowledged the sovereignty of Venkata 
raya I, the Vijayanagar emperor. This fact is borne out by an 
inscription of A.D. 1613 in which year he is stated to be ruling 
Tulurajya and Malerajya as a subordinate of Veakatapatidéva 
Mahariaya 130, 


The inscriptional evidences are corroborated by the observa- 
tions of the Italian traveller Pietro Della Valle who visited 
Tkkéri in A.D. 1623. “ This prince, Venkatappa Naicka , states 
Pietro, “was sometimes vassal and one of the ministers of the 
great king of Vidia Nagar .... but after the downfall of the 
king... Venkatappa Naicka remained absolute prince of the 
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state of which he was governor, which also being a good soldier, 
he hath much enlarged ”31, 


Chitnis however believes that Vendkatappa Niayaka I succeeded 
his elder brother Rimaraja Niyaka in A,D. 158232 and ruled till 
A.D. 162992, while K. D. Swaminathan fixes the rule of 
Venkatappa Niayaka I between A.D. 1586 and 1629. He further 
says that Venkatappa was an associate of Rimarija Nayaka since 
A.D. 1582 and assumed full honours as an independent ruler in 
A.D. 1586 (probably Rimarija dying in that year the last known 
date for Ramaraja Nayaka33). Vasantha Madhava is of the view 
that Venkatappa succeeded his brother Ramaraja Niyaka some- 
time between A.D. 1586 and A.D. 1592%. Based on these 
evidences we can surmise that Venkatappa Nayaka I ruled from 
A.D. 1586— A.D. 1629. 


Virabhadra Nayaka (A.D. 1629— A.D. 1645) 


Virabhadra, grandson of Venkatappa 1, succeeded him and 
ruled from A.D. 1629 to 1645— opinion shared by L. N. Rao, 
Chitnis and K. D. Swaminathan, but the latter agreeing with 
the date of accession only. The earliest inscription of Virabhadra 
is of A.D. 1629 which is also referred to as the first year of his 
reign in the Keladinypavijayam. A copper plate grant of 
Virabhadra dated A.D. 1630 refers itself to the reign of Virappa 
Nayaka, son of Ramaraja Nayaka. Though this prince is 
mentioned in the Keladinpavijayam under the name of Vira 
Odeya, he is not known to have ascended the throne55, on the 
basis of this evidence L. N. Rao conclude that if the grant was 
genuine, he must have ruled jointly with VirabhadrasS. The 
latest date for Virabhadra is A.D. 1645 as recorded in the 
inscriptions and in Keladingpavijayam!. However V. Rangacharya 
opines that Virabhadra continued to rule till AD. 1649 and 
quotes us inscriptions in support of it, recording a grant to 
Krsna temple in Udupi in that year38, 


Sivappa Nayaka (A.D. 1645— A.D. 1660) 


Sivappa Nayaka ruled from A.D. 1645 to 1660 and this view 
supported unanimously by L. N, Rao, K. D. Swaminathan and 
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Chitnis. As Virabhadra had no sons, he placed the adminis- 
tration in the hands of his grand-uncle Sivappa Nayaka and 
Venkatappa Niyaka II, having crowned the elder of the twos3. 


One of the Portuguese records of A.D. 1644 refers toa 
clash between the two and the epigraphs of Sivappa range from 
A.D. 1652 to A.D. 1659, the latest known date of Virabhadra is 
A.D. 164540. 


The Cikkadevarayavarisavali informs us that Sivappa got 
his chief Virabhadra Nayaka murdered#, 


Sivappa’s Successors 

On the death of Sivappa Nayaka his brother Venkatappa 
Nayaka II ascended the throne in A.D. 1660-61 and ruled fora 
year, corroborated by the evidence of the Sivatattvaraindkara 
and Keladinrpavijayam. 

Added to this The Batavia Dagh Register also refers to 
Venkatappa and speaks of his relations with the Dutch#?. Futher 
there are two inscriptions of this ruler dated A.D. 15609. 
Evidences regarding his short reign are meagre. 


Lakshminarayan Rao and Chitnis mention that Bhadrappa 
Nayaka son of Sivappa Nayaka and successor of Venkatappa 
Nayaka IT ruled from A.D, 1661 to A.D 1663. But Swaminathan 
differs from them slightly and fixes the date as from A.D. 1662 to 
A.D. 1664. Bhadrappa’s earliest inscription is dated A.D. 1662 
and the latest known record of his is dated A.D. 1664 and 
since there is no grant of his beyond A.D. 1664, he must have 
died in that year. This is also confirmed by the English records 
which mention that Sivappa Nayaka’s son Bhadrappa was killed 
by some Brahmins. 

Chitnis assigns to SomaSékhara Nayaka I (the younger 
brother of Bhadrappa Nayaka) a reigning period from A.D. 1661 
to A.D. 16775, 

Vasantha Madhava is of the view that SdmaSékhara Niyaka I 
ruled from A.D. 1664 to A.D. 1672 basing his view on a Dutch 
record that Bhadrappa was poisoned in A.D, 1664. The last 
date for Somafekhara Nayaka I was believed to be A.D. 167147, 
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But this view has been modified in the light of two inscriptions 
belonging to his reign dated A.D. 1674 and A.D. 1677%, 
BLakshminarayan Rao is however of the view that the reigning 
period of Sdmaséekhara Nayaka I extended from A.D. 1663 to 
1677 because the earliest record of SomaSékhara Nayaka I is 
dated A,D. 16639. Swaminathan holds his last date to be 167150, 
The conclusion seems irresistible, that Somasikhara Nayaka I 
lived upto A.D. 1677 though the administration of the kingdom 
was being carried on by his wife Cennammaji from A.D. 167] tw 
1677 in the name of her husband. 


This also substantiates the view of Lakshminarayan Rao 
that Cennammji had total reigning period ranging from A.D. 
1661 to 1697, first jointly from A.D. 1661 to 1671 followed by a 
period of regency (A.D. 1671—77) and finally independently 
(A.D. 1677-97). 


Cennammaji (A.D. 1672— A.D. 1697) 

Although the independent rule of Cennammiji extended 
effectively from A.D. 1677 to 1697, (A.D. 1696 according to 
K. D. Swaminathan) she had made an independent grant as 
carly as in A.D, 1661502, 


The inscriptions of Cenuammiji range in dates between 
A.D. 167281 and A.D. 169584, 


Cennammaji’s successors (A.D. 1697— A.D. 1763) 

Basavappa Nayaka I the adopted son of Cennammaji ruled 
from A.D. 1697 to A.D, 171435 alse the views of Chitnis and 
Vasantha Madhava. The earliest inscriptions of Basavappa is 
dated A.D. 16975 and the “latest known date for him from 
epigraphs is A.D. 17144, Swaminathan however places his 
accession in A.D. 1696, while Lakshminarayan Rao says that his 
rule began in A.D. 1702, 

Sdmaéékhara Nayaka II, son and successor of Basavappa 
Nayaka I ruled from A.D. 1714 to A.D, 1739, to be more specific 
from A.D. 1715 to 17395. Lakshminarayan Rao however says 
that Somasékhara Nayaka II ruled from A.D. 1722 to A.D. 1737 
(A.D. 1714-—39) and here we have to note that Lakshminarayan 
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Rav is silent about the intervening period (from A.D. 1714 to 
1722). The earliest record. of Somastkhara is dated A.D. 1698 
besides his sannads ranging from A.D. 1698 to 1706 all those issued 
during the reign of his father in the capacity of a joint ruler56, 


Basavappa Niayaka JIT succeeded his uncle Sdmafekhara 
Nayaka IT in AD. 1739 and ruled till A.D. 175457. But 
Swaminathan places the end of his rule in A.D. 17558, The 
carliest known inscription of Basavappa Nayaka JI] is dated 
A.D. 174059 and of his successor Cenna Basavappa Nayaka in 
A.D. 175560, 


Cenna Basavappa adopted son and successor of Basavappa 
Nayaka IT occupied the throne in A.D. 1754 and ruled nominally 
till A.D. 175751, while all power was excercised by his adopted 
mother Virammajié2, After the so-called murder of Cenna 
Basavappa5 narrated elsewhere Virammaji continued her de facto 
rule till A.D. 1763 placing Somaéakhara Nayaka IIT as a nominal 
ruler on the throne. With Haidar’s invasion and occupation of 
Bedndr in A.D. 1763, the strong and influencial Keladi Kingdom 
became a part of Mysore territory after an independent and 
glorious rule of nearly two centuries.6%. 
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Rulers Name 


Sadafiva 

Dodgda Sanikanna 
Cikka Sanikanna 
Ramardja 


Veiikatappa 1 


Virabhadra 
Sivappa Ndyaka 


Venkatappa II 
Bhadrappa 
Somasekhara I 
Cennammaji 
Basavappa I 
Somastkhara I1 
Basavappa I1 
Cennabasavappa 
Somasekhara II 


Cenna Virammdji 


Chronological Chart 
(The dates are in AD. only) 


Chitnis 
1 


1499— 
1513 
1513— 
1563 
1563— 
1570 
1570—- 
1580 
1570— 
1586 
1582— 
1629 


1629— 
1645 
1645— 
1660 


1660— 
1661 
1661— 
1663 
1661— 
1677 
1661— 
1697 
1697 — 
1714 
1714— 
1739 
1739— 
1754 
1754 
1757 
1757— 
1763 
1757— 
1763 


Dikshit L.N. Rao 
2 3 
1500 1506— 

1540 ? 
1544 1544 
1565 1565 
1566 1556— 
[y ? 
1570 1570— 
1580 1580 
1570 1570— 
1586 1586 
1502 1592 
1629 1629 
1629 1629— 
1645 1645 
1645 1645— 
1660 1660 
(1652-1659) 
1660 1660—- 
1661 1661 
1661 1661— 
1663 1663 
1663 1663— 
1671 1677 
1671 1671— 
1697 1697 
1697 1697— 
1714 1714 
1714 1714— 
1739 1739 
1739 1739— 
1755 1754 
1755— 1754 
1757 1757 
1757 1758— 
1763 ? 
1757 1757-— 
1763 1763 


° Caudappa 


71 
Swami- Vasantha 
nathan Madhava 
1500— 
1540— 1509— 
1565 1565 
1566— 1566— 
1571 1570 
1570— 1571— 
1580 1580 
1570— 1571— 
1585 1586 
1586— 1586— 
1629 1629 
(or 1592) 
1629— 1629. 
1645 1645 
1545— 1652 
1660 1660 
1660— 1660— 
1661 1661 
1662— 1661]— 
1664 1663 
1664— 1664— 
1671 1672 
1671—- 1672— 
1696 1697 
1696-— 1697— 
1714 1714 
1715— 1714— 
1739 1739 
1739— 1739— 
1755 1754 
1755— 1754— 
1757 1757 
1757— 1757— 
1763 1763 
1756— 1757— 
1763 1763 
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